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Brown: Ease utilities’ liability

Sales tax 
increase, 
bond on 
ballot

Santa Rosa voters will get to 
decide in November whether 
they want to float a $124 million 
housing bond to increase the 
supply of  affordable housing in 
the city. 

They’ll also be asked to pass 
a quarter-cent sales increase 
for six years that would raise $9 
million to help close a dire city 
budget gap opened in large part 
by costs stemming from the Oc-
tober wildfires. 

But City Council members 
decided the two tax measures 
on the upcoming ballot were 
enough. They rejected a propos-
al that would have asked voters 
to raise hotel bed taxes in Santa 
Rosa by 3 percent, a move that 
would have boosted city reve-
nue by $1.5 million annually but 
which business groups warned 

Warning that climate change will 
make wildfires more destructive and 
costly, Gov. Jerry Brown on Tues-
day proposed softening the standard 
that makes PG&E and other electric 
utilities financially liable when their 

equipment causes wildfires. 
Brown sent draft legislation to top 

legislative leaders and the co-chair-
men of  a bipartisan conference com-
mittee — state Sen. Bill Dodd, D-Na-
pa, and Assemblyman Chris Holden, 
D-Pasadena — charged with crafting 
a response to the deadly October 
wildfires.

A key point of  contention on the is-
sue is the current state policy, called 
inverse condemnation, that holds 
utilities liable for wildfire damages 
even when they are not deemed neg-
ligent.

The governor’s proposal, which 
applies to fires sparked after Jan. 
1, 2018, would allow judges to de-
termine “whether the utility acted 
reasonably” in awarding damages in 
cases in which electrical equipment 
is a “substantial cause of  the fire.”

An award of  damages “shall re-
flect the utility’s proportionate 
fault” and whether it complied with 
safety regulations, Brown’s proposal 
said.

The measure will likely be dis-
cussed today at the 10-member com-
mittee’s first public hearing at the 
Capitol, said Paul Payne, a spokes-
man for Dodd.

“The governor has put forward his 
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THE AFTERMATH: As Brooke Adams, 5, comes back from a seizure, her mother, Jana, calms her after administering a cannabis-based medication and oxygen Monday at 
their home in Santa Rosa. Brooke has Dravet syndrome, a rare genetic dysfunction of the brain that causes multiple seizures daily.

Family seeking relief

Girl, parents fight to use cannabis 
compounds to control, treat seizures

SANTA ROSA » JUDGE’S RULING ON MEDICATION EXPECTED

Brooke Adams stretched 
across a gray sectional in 
her Rincon Valley home 

Tuesday, playing educational 
games on an iPad.

Like many kids her age, the 
red-headed, pigtailed 5-year-old 
girl can count to 20. 
She also knows most 
of  her letters.

But Brooke was 
diagnosed before her 
first birthday with 
Dravet syndrome, a 
rare form of  epilep-
sy that causes frequent and 
long-lasting seizures. The first 
seizure came when she was 
only a few months old, said her 
mom, Jana Adams.  

“She frequented the ER for 
the first few years of  her life,” 
she said. “It’s in her genes, so 
she’ll never get out of  it.”

After trying pharmaceuticals 
that did little to prevent sei-
zures, Adams said they turned 
to daily doses of  cannabidiol, 
a marijuana compound also 
known as CBD, and THC oil to 
fend off Brooke’s convulsions. 
Larger doses of  the THC medi-
cation are applied to her gums 
when seizures strike. 

“CBD is more like main-
tenance,” Jana Adams said. 
“The THC actually works like a 
rescue medication. It stops (the 
seizures) within three minutes, 
and that’s really the life-saving 
part for us.” 

But the critical medication, 
which has helped cut down 
seizures to about once a week, 

is now preventing 
Brooke from attend-
ing kindergarten, her 
mom said. 

The Rincon Valley 
Union School District 
does not allow stu-
dents to use the canna-

bis-based oils on campus, even 
for medical reasons. District 
officials point to several state 
and federal rules that prohibit 
allowing the medication onto 
school grounds. 

Brooke’s lawyer, Joe Rogo-
way, said the rules conflict with 
the Americans with Disabilities 
Act and the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act, 
which requires public schools 
to provide children with dis-
abilities needed services and 
accommodations.

A state judge on Wednes-
day and Thursday will hear 

By NASHELLY CHAVEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO ADAMS » PAGE A2

IMMEDIATE ACTION: Brooke begins to seize as her mother, Jana, calmly 
moves her to a couch to begin treatment with a cannabis-based medication.

CRUCIAL MEDICINE: Jana administers medication to her daughter by applying 
it to her gums. The treatment cuts Brooke’s seizing to just minutes.

ONLINE
Watch the Adams’ 
appearance on the 
Today show at 
pressdemocrat.com

Black 
Panthers’ 
‘Big Man’ 
dead at 80

Elbert “Big Man” Howard, a 
founding member of  the Black 
Panther Party in Oakland and 
for the past decade a Sonoma 
County human rights activist 
and jazz/blues radio host, died 
Monday in Santa Rosa.

Howard was a military vet-
eran who helped teach fellow 
Black Panthers to handle guns, 
but in the company of  armed 
revolutionaries was most 
strongly drawn to community 
organizing and outreach to dis-
enfranchised and impoverished 
people. He was 80 and died after 
a lengthy illness.

In 1966, he was one of  six origi-
nal Black Panthers co-founders, 
among them Bobby Seale and 
Huey Newton. He was interna-
tional spokesman for the group 
and editor of  their newspaper, 
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