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Lawmakers ponder liability
State panel could alter
policy governing payouts
by utilities after fires
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

SACRAMENTO — With eight
major wildfires burning across
the state Wednesday, a special
legislative committee held its
first public hearing in response

to last year’s fiery North Bay
disaster, including the contentious political and economic issue of how much liability PG&E
should bear for damages estimated at $10 billion.
The bipartisan committee, cochaired by state Sen Bill Dodd,
D-Napa, and including Assemblyman Jim Wood, D-Santa
Rosa, heard from a panel of witnesses and dozens of people in
a standing-room-only crowd at

the State Capitol.
Formed by Gov. Jerry Brown
and top legislative leaders, the
committee has until Aug. 31 to
come up with legislation dealing
with wildfire preparedness and
prevention, as well as possible
reform of the state’s longstanding policy of inverse condemnation, which requires utilities
found responsible for causing
fires to pay for damage to private property even when they

are not deemed negligent.
Underscoring the need for action, Thom Porter, a Cal Fire region chief, told lawmakers there
have already been more fires
and more acres scorched this
year than in 2017, citing climate
change as the cause.
“The new normal is no longer
new,” he said. “It’s normal.”
Porter, who has 30 years’ experience as a forester, said he
had “never seen such volatile

conditions across the state.”
In the midst of the hearing,
state Sen. Jeff Stone, a Riverside County Republican, announced the Idyllwild area had
been evacuated in the face of a
fast-growing brush fire.
A suspected arsonist was detained in Hemet in connection
with the fast-growing Cranston
fire after Cal Fire officials reTURN TO LIABILITY » PAGE A2

MURDER-SUICIDE » Couple were divorced but trying to rebuild
relationship in Middletown before shooting at relative’s house

Man kills ex-wife, child

Jean-Claude Juncker

US and
Europe
make
pledge
Move meant to forestall
trade war, and
eventually end tariffs
By MARK LANDLER
AND ANA SWANSON
NEW YORK TIMES

BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A kiddie pool sits filled with water outside the Lake County home where Livienne Love Chote, 37, and her daughter, Hannah Love Chote, 3, were
shot to death by her ex-husband and Hannah’s father, Jedediah Chote, before he took his own life on Tuesday.
By JULIE JOHNSON AND NASHELLY
CHAVEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

COBB — A Middletown man killed
his ex-wife and their 3-year-old child
Tuesday before turning a shotgun on
himself at his father’s home, where
the family had gathered for a visit,
Lake County sheriff’s officials said
Wednesday.
Livienne Love Chote, 37, and her
ex-husband Jedediah Daniel Chote,
35, were divorced but had been trying

to mend their relationship, and the
couple was living together with their
daughter in Middletown, Sheriff Brian Martin said.
They were together inside the
Whispering Pines home of Jedediah
Chote’s father Tuesday, when Chote
took his father’s shotgun and shot to
death his ex-wife and young daughter before killing himself, according
to the Sheriff’s Office. Martin said
detectives do not yet know what provoked the violence.
“This is horribly tragic, and the

community is probably looking for
explanations for why this happened,”
Martin said. “If we can figure out
why, we will try. But I don’t know if
we’ll get those answers.”
The Pine View Drive house is the
longtime home of Benjamin Chote,
63, Jedidiah’s father. The young family visited him often, sometimes staying overnight at the emerald green
home in the forested community
about 7 miles north of Middletown

Jedediah
Daniel Chote
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Homes burn as crews battle blazes
Idyllwild evacuated;
tourists leave heart of
Yosemite National Park
By CHRISTOPHER WEBER
AND NOAH BERGER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Homes burned as a fast-moving wildfire forced an entire
Southern California mountain
town to evacuate Wednesday,
while tourists emptied from the
heart of Yosemite National Park
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A firefighter
watches as the
Cranston fire
grows to more
than 4,700 acres
on Wednesday in
the San Bernardino National
Forest above
Hemet.

so firefighters could battle a
growing blaze nearby.
Authorities ordered residents
to leave Idyllwild, home to about
12,000 people, and surrounding
forest communities in the San
Jacinto Mountains east of Los
Angeles. At least four homes
burned as crews used aircraft
to attack the flames that quickly burned nearly 5 square miles
of dry brush and timber in inaccessible terrain. No injuries
TURN TO FIRES » PAGE A2

TERRY PIERSON / ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER

WASHINGTON — The United
States and the European Union
stepped back from the brink
of a trade war Wednesday, after President Donald Trump
said the Europeans agreed to
work toward lower tariffs and
other trade barriers, and to
buy billions of dollars of U.S.
soybeans and natural gas. The
surprise announcement, made
by Trump and the president
of the European Commission,
Jean-Claude Juncker, defused,
for the moment, a trade battle
that began with Trump’s tariffs
on steel and aluminum exports
and threatened to escalate to its
automobiles.
“We’re starting the negotiation right now, but we know
very much where it’s going,”
Trump said, standing next to
Juncker at a hastily scheduled
appearance in the White House
Rose Garden.
Juncker said, “I had the intention to make a deal today, and
we have made a deal today.”
The two sides, he said, had
TURN TO PLEDGE » PAGE A5
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