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BIG SUR PARKS CLOSE OVER FIRES: Scenic 
central coastline under threat as blazes grow to 
30 square miles with little containment / B1
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MAKING A MURAL » $9,800 grant 
helps kids to create mosaics for 
wall at Healdsburg center.  A3

A’S GRAY SHINES » Pitcher finds  
groove after volatile inning in 
6-3 win over Rangers.  C1

MAN WITH ZIN CRED » With  
new label and book, founder 
of Ravenswood energized.  D1
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FRESH COAT OF PAINT: Calla Cohen, Sanctuary House coordinator, and Kailey Kegney, a Sanctuary House resident, paint the walls of a Habitat for Humanity home 
under construction on Tuesday in Cotati. Sanctuary House, a home in Cotati for at-risk young adults, teamed up with Habitat to help with the construction of the house.

The act of giving back
COTATI » Sanctuary House volunteers build sense of community 
while helping Habitat for Humanity erect 23rd house in county

IS claims
credit in  
priest’s 
slaying

SAINT-ETIENNE-DU-ROU-
VRAY, France — The Islam-
ic State group crossed a new 
threshold Tuesday in its war 
against the West, as two of  its 
followers targeted a church in 
Normandy, slitting the throat 
of  an elderly priest celebrating 
Mass and using hostages as hu-
man shields before being shot 
by police.

It was the extremist group’s 
first attack against a church in 
the West, and fulfills longstand-
ing threats against “crusaders” 
in what the militants paint as a 
centuries-old battle for power. 
One of  the attackers had tried 
twice to leave for Syria; the sec-
ond was not identified.

“To attack a church, to kill a 
priest, is to profane the repub-
lic,” French President Francois 
Hollande told the nation after 
speaking with Pope Francis, 
who condemned the killing in 
the strongest terms.

The Rev. Jacques Hamel was 
celebrating Mass for three nuns 
and two parishioners on a quiet 
summer morning in Saint-Eti-
enne-du-Rouvray when the at-
tackers burst in and forced the 
85-year-old priest to his knees 
before slicing his throat, accord-
ing to authorities and a nun who 
escaped.

The nun described seeing the 
attackers film themselves and 
give a sermon in Arabic around 
the altar before she fled. 

Paris prosecutor Francois 
Molins said the other hostages 
were used as human shields to 

Mateo Swaim-Brouwer, 21, shoveled gravel 
in the hot sun Tuesday at a home under 
construction on a Cotati cul-de-sac. It 

was manual labor, without pay, rewarded only by 
a pizza lunch break with his co-workers.

Swaim-Brouwer, wearing a neon green Habitat 
for Humanity T-shirt, was happy to be there. A 
simple matter of  payback, he said, recalling the 
six months he and his mother were homeless, liv-
ing in a shelter and on the streets of  Santa Rosa.

The two-bedroom wood-frame home, beige 
with white trim, will soon house Jasmine Palmer 
and her two daughters in Habitat for Humanity’s 

23rd home built in Sonoma County since 1984.
Having a roof  overhead is “not something you 

take for granted when you’ve been homeless,” 
said Swaim-Brouwer, who grew up in Sonoma 
County and graduated from Ridgway High 
School in 2012. There’s an element of  freedom 
to homelessness, he said, but it’s “not worth the 
cold nights and empty stomach.”

For nearly three years, Swaim-Brouwer has lived 
under the roof at Sanctuary House, a four-bedroom 
home in Cotati for young adults 18 to 24 coping with 
trauma, mental health challenges and potential 
homelessness. It’s one of  the Community Support 
Network’s nine homes that provide services to 

America’s overlooked energy source

Long before wind and solar, 
water was the nation’s top re-
newable energy source. Going 
back some 100 years, the United 
States built enormous dams — 
like the Depression-era Hoover 

Dam in Nevada — to produce 
tremendous amounts of  energy.

We have so many such dams 
that hydropower last year re-
mained our fourth largest 
source of  electricity overall and 
our single largest renewable 
source, providing 6 percent of  
Americans’ electricity. Yet it’s 
rarely talked about and lacks the 

excitement attached to other re-
newables. That’s in part because 
dams are controversial and can 
have major environmental con-
sequences, affecting wildlife and 
altering local ecosystems. New 
ones also are expensive to build.

“A lot of  people, when they BONNIE JO MOUNT / WASHINGTON POST, 2015

Nevada’s Hoover Dam provides electricity in addition to controlling the 
flow of the Colorado River. 

Attack on rural church 
in France seen as new, 
ominous step for group 
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HYDROELECTRICITY » BRIGHTER FUTURE FOR DAMS? 

“Homeless at-risk 
youth coming 
together to 
build houses for 
at-risk folks. Is 
there anything 
better?”
CHE CASUL, community 
development manager for 
Habitat for Humanity

Clinton achieves historic nod

PHILADELPHIA — On a 
night awash in history, Hillary 
Clinton triumphantly became 
the first woman to lead a ma-
jor American political party to-
ward the White House, breaking 
through a barrier that painfully 
eluded her eight years ago.

She put an electrifying cap 
on the Democratic convention’s 

second night, appearing by vid-
eo from New York and declaring 
to cheering delegates, “We just 
put the biggest crack in that 
glass ceiling yet.”

Minutes earlier, former Pres-
ident Bill Clinton took on the 
role of  devoted political spouse, 
declaring his wife an impas-
sioned “change-maker” as he 
served as character witness. He 
traced their more than 40-year 
political and personal partner-
ship in deep detail.

“She has been around a long 
time,” he acknowledged. Cast-
ing her experience as an at-
tribute, he added, “She’s been 
worth every single year she’s 
put into making people’s lives 
better.”

For a man more accustomed 
to delivering policy-packed 
stem-winders, Clinton’s heart-
felt address underscored the 
historic night for Democrats, 
and the nation. If  she wins in 
November, the Clintons would 
also be the first married couple 
to each serve as president.

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION » Night 
celebrates first woman nominee as ‘change-maker’ 
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LOS ANGELES TIMES

Democratic Presidential nominee Hillary Clinton appears on screen  
Tuesday with imagery of glass shattering at the Philadelphia convention.

EMAIL HACK INVESTIGATION U.S. intelligence agencies link Russia to the theft 
of Democratic Party’s messages but unsure about the motive / A9


