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Pacific Gas and Electric Co. 
said Gov. Jerry Brown’s propos-
al to shield utilities from strict 
liability for future wildfires 
was “insufficient” as the San 
Francisco company reported a 

nearly $1 billion loss Thursday 
stemming from the October 
firestorm.

Geisha Williams, the compa-
ny’s CEO and president, said 
Brown’s proposal must be ac-
companied by sweeping reforms 
to policies that leave utility com-
panies responsible for financial 
damages from catastrophic fires 
caused by their equipment, re-
gardless of  whether they were 
negligent.

“The governor’s proposal as a 

standalone measure represents 
some progress on reforming 
strict liability, but it’s insuffi-
cient,” Williams said Thursday 
in a conference call with Wall 
Street analysts. “It’s just one el-
ement of  a more comprehensive 
set of  solutions that are needed.”

Earlier in the week, Brown 
floated a proposal that would 
limit the strict liability utility 
companies face under a long-
standing doctrine known as in-
verse condemnation. The plan 

got its first review Wednesday at 
a legislative committee hearing 
in Sacramento, where local law-
makers, regulators, scientists 
and survivors of  the October 
2017 wildfires weighed changes 
to the state’s policies on wildfire 
liability.

Lawmakers are attempting to 
come up with new liability laws 
before the end of  the two-year 
legislative session. They face an 
Aug. 31 deadline to put bills on 
the governor’s desk.

“Action is required now,” 
Williams said Thursday. “In 
the same way that we need to 
take action to make our state’s 
communities and infrastructure 
more resilient, it’s critical that 
we address our public policies. 
Yesterday’s laws won’t help our 
state deal with the impacts of  to-
morrow’s wildfires.”

PG&E said it is already see-
ing spikes in insurance cover-

PG&E decries Brown proposal
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Company reports $1B 
loss, calls effort to protect 
utilities ‘insufficient’

Climate change is supercharging  
a hot and dangerous summer

In the town of  Sodankyla, Finland, the ther-
mometer on July 17 registered a record-breaking 
90 degrees, a remarkable figure given that So-
dankyla is 59 miles north of  the Arctic Circle, in 
a region known for winter snowmobiling and an 
abundance of  reindeer. This is a hot, strange and 
dangerous summer across the planet.

Greece is in mourning after scorching heat and 
high winds fueled wildfires that have killed more 
than 80 people. Japan recorded its highest tem-
perature in history, 106 degrees, in a heat wave that 

killed 65 people in a week and hospitalized 22,000, 
shortly after catastrophic flooding killed 200.

Montreal hit 98 degrees on July 2, its warmest 
temperature ever measured. Canadian health of-
ficials estimate as many as 70 people died in that 
heat wave.

In the United States, 35 weather stations in the 
past month have set new marks for warm over-
night temperatures. Southern California has had 
record heat and widespread power outages. In 
Yosemite Valley, which is imperiled by wildfires, 
park rangers have told everyone to flee.
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A burned compound is seen Wednesday next to the sea in Mati, Greece. 
Greece is in mourning after scorching heat and high winds fueled  
wildfires that have killed more than 80 people. 

BY JOEL ACHENBACH AND ANGELA FRITZ
WASHINGTON POST
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Sale of SR 
property 
canceled  
by judge

A judge has voided Sonoma Coun-
ty’s controversial sale of  public land on 
Chanate Road to a developer, clouding 
the future of  Santa Rosa’s largest pro-
posed housing project by siding with 
neighbors who sued to block the real 
estate deal.

Sonoma County Superior Court Judge 
René Chouteau said county officials 
erred in determining their agreement 
to sell the 82-acre site of  the old county 
hospital complex was exempt from state 
law that triggers environmental review. 
On Wednesday, Chouteau ordered the 
county to vacate its July 2017 approval 
of  the sale agreement.

The ruling was a major setback for 
county officials, who had touted the de-
velopment as crucial to addressing the 
county’s dire housing crisis, one wors-
ened by the loss of  nearly 5,300 homes 
in October’s wildfires. 

But neighbors opposing the sale and 
housing development in northeast San-
ta Rosa said the county rushed to close a 
deal they claim favored one of  the larg-
est local developers without properly 
studying the potential environmental 
impacts.        

“It was obvious to us from the start 
that Sonoma County wasn’t comply-
ing with the California Environmen-
tal Quality Act,” said Noreen Evans, a 
Santa Rosa attorney representing the 
neighbors who filed the lawsuit. “It’s a 
shame that the county has wasted tax-
payer money going this far. They should 
have done it right the first time.” 

Lawyers representing the county and 
the developer, Bill Gallaher, said Thurs-
day they were still reviewing Chou-
teau’s 25-page decision, which they 
could challenge at the appellate court 

By J.D. MORRIS
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County sees ruling as setback 
amid effort to supplement 
housing for low income

CARR FIRE » HOMES, HISTORIC STRUCTURE DESTROYED
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The Carr fire burns along Highway 299 in Redding on Thursday. Residents were evacuating as the fire spread.

REDDING — The Carr fire in Shasta 
County erupted Thursday night into a 
conflagration that swept over the Sac-
ramento River and into Redding, killing 
one person and sending residents flee-
ing for their lives as flames spread into 
neighborhoods of  rolling hills in the 
western part of  the city.

“The fire has burned into the west 
side of  Redding,” Scott McLean, spokes-
man for the California Department of  
Forestry and Fire Protection, said late 
Thursday. “Structures are burning.”

“The fire is moving so fast that law en-
forcement is doing evacuations as fast as 
we can. There have been some injuries 
to civilians and firefighters.”

Cal Fire said a private bulldozer op-
erator had been killed during the blaze 
but gave no other details late Thursday. 

The death was the second this month re-
ported as firefighters attacked blazes the 
length of  California.

The Associated Press reported three 
firefighters also had been injured.

Cal Fire emphasized the blaze 
was moving quickly and had 
burned into neighborhoods around  
9 p.m. Thursday after two days of  fierce 
fire activity in the Whiskeytown area 

1 killed, residents flee 
as blaze enters Redding

By SAM STANTON, KELLEN 
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Firefighters focus on evacuations as flames move quickly


