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CELEBRATING CITIZENSHIP »  
Santa Rosa’s Bryant offers 
civics lesson via her art.  A3

HELP ON WAY FOR GIANTS » 
As team keeps struggling, 
Cohn says cavalry on way.  C1

FUN AFTER DARK » Unique 
outdoor activities that offer 
chance to savor summer.  D1
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A man crosses the ponds, which remain dry because of the drought, Wednesday at Juilliard Park in Santa Rosa. 

To save water or not?
Mixed messages 
on region’s need 
to conserve after 
area’s wet winter

Charges 
dropped 
in Gray’s 
death 

BALTIMORE — More than a 
year after a black man suffered a 
broken neck in a police van, the 
effort to hold six officers crimi-
nally responsible for his death 
collapsed Wednesday when the 
city dropped all charges in the 
case that tore Baltimore apart 
and exposed deep fissures be-
tween the police, prosecutors 
and the people.

A day before another trial was 
to begin, prosecutors dismissed 
charges against three remain-
ing officers, blaming police for a 
biased investigation that failed 
to produce a single conviction in 
the death of  Freddie Gray.

Gray, 25, was fatally injured 
in April 2015 while he was hand-
cuffed and shackled but left 
otherwise unrestrained in the 
back of  the van. His death added 
fuel to the growing Black Lives 
Matter movement, set off mas-
sive protests and led to the city’s 
worst riots in decades.

Prosecutors suffered blow af-
ter crippling blow in the court-
room. A judge acquitted three 
other officers, including the van 
driver who prosecutors consid-
ered the most responsible and 
another officer who was the 
highest-ranking of  the group. 
A mistrial was declared for a 
fourth officer after a jury dead-
locked. Authorities had planned 
to retry him.

The case took shape soon 
after the rioting, when Dem-

T o Teri Cownie, a school 
bus driver, the message 
on the electronic sign 

over Highway 101 in Santa Rosa 
doesn’t make sense. Like the 
700-some signs like it statewide, 
it periodically advises motor-
ists: “Severe Drought. Limit 
Outdoor Watering.”

“I was like, what?” said 
Cownie, a West End resident 
who uses buckets from the 
shower to water her plants. 
“Seems to me there were 
downpours of  rain. There was 
so much (in early March) that 
Guerneville was put on alert for 
possible flooding.”

There was no flood, but the 
area’s more than 30 inches of  
rain nearly topped off the two 
major reservoirs that provide 
water to 600,000 people in Sono-
ma and Marin counties.

So when Cownie says she is 
“confused about the continuing 
drought,” well, she should be.

Whether Santa Rosa and 
the rest of  the Russian River 
watershed are still in a drought 
appears to depend on whom one 
asks.

“Our region is not facing 
drought conditions at this mo-
ment,” said Brad Sherwood, a 
Sonoma County Water Agency 
spokesman. 

Thanks to two large atmo-
spheric river events in Decem-
ber and February, plus other 
sustained storms, the reser-
voirs — Lake Sonoma west of  
Healdsburg and Lake Mendoci-
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Case dismissed against 
Baltimore officers over 
man fatally hurt in van
By JULIET LINDERMAN
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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LIVING WITH DROUGHT » CREATING CONFUSION

Cloverdale seeks to impose a pot tax
Cloverdale this week took the penulti-

mate step to becoming the first city in Sono-
ma County to impose a local tax on marijua-
na-related businesses.

With medical marijuana becoming more 
regulated and with the likelihood California 
voters will legalize pot in November, Clover-
dale is looking to capture some of  the reve-

nue to bolster its anemic budget.
The City Council on Tuesday informally 

agreed to place a measure on the November 
ballot asking voters to approve a tax on can-
nabis operations to benefit the city’s gener-
al fund to pay for essential services such as 
police, streets, parks, libraries, senior and 
youth programs.

The council is scheduled Aug. 9 to formal-
ly place the measure on the ballot.

The city currently prohibits medical mar-

ijuana dispensaries and commercial med-
ical marijuana activity, but that’s expected 
to change if  voters give a green light to the 
cannabis tax.

Speakers at Tuesday’s meeting voiced 
support for the tax, but also urged the coun-
cil to proceed slowly with the number of  
businesses that could be permitted.

“It’s incumbent upon us to make sure we 
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Obama: ‘Hillary’s been in room’

PHILADELPHIA — President 
Barack Obama forcefully made 
the case Wednesday that Hillary 
Clinton has the tenacity, heart 
and temperament to guide the 
nation as commander in chief, 
while painting Donald Trump 

as a candidate of  cynicism and 
fear unfit for the office.

“There has never been a man 
or a woman” more qualified to 
be president than his former 
secretary of  state, Obama de-
clared in his Democratic con-
vention address on a night that 
also introduced the nation to 
Clinton’s running mate, Virgin-
ia Sen. Tim Kaine, who stressed 

as well that Trump was too 
risky a gamble.

“Our nation is too great to put 
it in the hands of  a slick-talking, 
empty-promising, self-promot-
ing, one-man wrecking crew,” 
Kaine said.

In making his case, Obama 
offered a perspective few else 
could: experience in the Oval 
Office.

“Until you’ve sat at that desk, 
you don’t know what it’s like to 

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION » President, 
Biden vouch for Clinton’s White House credentials
By MICHAEL A. MEMOLI  
AND CHRISTI PARSONS
McCLATCHY NEWS SERVICE
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Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton joins 
President Barack Obama onstage Wednesday at the 
Democratic National Convention in Philadelphia.

INSIDE
 ■GOP nominee 

Trump adds 
to mystery of 
whether Russia 
has been seeking 
to influence  
presidential race.

 ■ Party divisions 
on display in 
Philadelphia 
don’t signal doom 
for Clinton.
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