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‘Skinny repeal’ fails in Senate
HEALTH CARE » McCain casts deciding vote against
measure, dealing major setback to Republican plan
By ROBERT PEAR
AND THOMAS KAPLAN
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — The Senate early today rejected a new,
scaled-down Republican plan to
repeal parts of the Affordable
Care Act, seemingly derailing

the Republicans’ seven-year
campaign to dismantle the
health care law.
Sen. John McCain, R-Arizona,
cast the decisive vote to defeat
the proposal, joining two other
Republicans, Susan Collins of
Maine and Lisa Murkowski of
Alaska, in opposing it.

moderate and conserThe vote was a huge INSIDE
setback for the majority Patients anxious vative members of their
leader, Mitch McCon- about health care caucus, said the skeletal
plan was just a vehicle to
nell of Kentucky, who gridlock / A11
permit negotiations with
has spent the past three
months trying to devise a repeal the House, which passed a much
bill that could win support from more ambitious repeal bill in
early May.
members of his caucus.
The so-called “skinny” repeal
The truncated Republican
plan was far less than what bill, as it became known at the
Republicans once envisioned. Capitol this week, would still
Republican leaders, unable to have broad effects on health
overcome complaints from both care. The bill would increase the

DISCRIMINATION LAWSUIT » WILLITS AND UKIAH

Businesses targeted for
violating disabilities act

number of people who are uninsured by 15 million next year
compared with current law,
according to the nonpartisan
Congressional Budget Office.
Premiums for people buying
insurance on their own would
increase by roughly 20 percent,
the budget office said.
The new, eight-page Senate bill, called the Health Care
TURN TO HEALTH » PAGE A10

Public
rail lines
subject
to review
State high court ruling
on environmental law
affects multiple projects
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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In front of Ace Copy and Shipping in Willits on Thursday, an ADA-compliant crosswalk and ramp was installed after a suit was filed against
businesses in Willits and Ukiah.

Well-known attorney goes after strip mall
with dozens of shops, car dealership
By GLENDA ANDERSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A

California attorney who has
made a name for himself
suing thousands of businesses and governments across the state
over alleged violations of federal disability access law now is taking aim
at enterprises in Willits and Ukiah.
Thomas Frankovich and his disabled Willits client have filed
eight separate federal discrimination
lawsuits affecting more than two
dozen Mendocino County businesses since late December, accusing

the defendants of failing to provide
adequate access for disabled people
as required by the Americans with
Disabilities Act.
The lawsuits affect restaurants
in Willits and Ukiah, a Willits book
store, a Ukiah car dealership and a
Willits strip mall that contains more
than a dozen shops and restaurants.
“The sheriff’s in town and we’re
going to clean it up. It’s that simple,”
Frankovich said in an interview on
Wednesday, the 27th anniversary of
the Americans with Disabilities Act.
TURN TO DISABILITY » PAGE A2

JEREMY PORTJE / FOR THE PRESS DEMOCRAT, 2014

Thomas Frankovich has been practicing law for 37 years,
with the last 25 of them focusing on Americans with
Disabilities Act compliance.

DOJ weighs in on NY workplace dispute
GAY RIGHTS » Agency
asserts law doesn’t protect
workers’ sexual orientation
By ALAN FEUER
NEW YORK TIMES

The Department of Justice has filed
court papers arguing that a major federal civil rights law does not protect
employees from discrimination based
on sexual orientation, taking a stand
against a decision reached under former President Barack Obama.

The department’s move to insert
itself into the New York case was an
unusual example of top officials in
Washington opining directly in the
courts on what is an important but
essentially private dispute between a
worker and his boss over gay rights
issues.
“The sole question here is whether,
as a matter of law, Title VII reaches
sexual orientation discrimination,”
the Justice Department said in its filing citing the 1964 Civil Rights Act,
which bars discrimination in the
workplace based on “race, color, reli-

gion, sex or national origin.”
The filing said the act does not cover
sexual orientation, “as has been settled for decades.
“Any efforts to amend Title VII’s
scope should be directed to Congress
rather than the courts.”
The department’s amicus brief was
filed Wednesday, the same day that
President Donald Trump announced
on Twitter that transgender people
would be banned from serving in the
military, raising concerns among civil
TURN TO RIGHTS » PAGE A2

INSIDE
■ Pentagon will
take no action
on transgender
ban until official
guidelines are
set / B1
■ Military
personnel
across California
respond to
transgender
ban / A9

The
California
Supreme
Court ruled Thursday that publicly owned railroads are not
exempt from the state’s bedrock
environmental law, a decision
hailed by environmental watchdogs on the North Coast and
opponents of California’s highspeed rail project.
Scott Greacen, executive director of Friends of the Eel River, called the court ruling “vindication.”
The
Arcata-based
group
sued the North Coast Railroad
Authority in a bid to force the
state-chartered agency to study
the environmental impacts of
running freight along a 316-mile
rail line that traverses Sonoma,
Mendocino and Humboldt counties and runs through the Eel
River canyon.
Greacen said as a result of the
Supreme Court decision, NCRA
won’t be able to rebuild the line
through the canyon “without
taking a hard look at the environmental impacts, which has
been the goal all along.”
More broadly, the court ruling could have major implications for the state’s high-speed
rail project. Several court cases are pending in state courts
seeking to hold the California
High-Speed Rail Authority accountable for construction and
operation of the service.
“What this says is that the
High Speed Rail Authority still
has to follow” the California
Environmental Quality Act, or
CEQA, said Stuart Flashman,
an Oakland attorney who is representing Kings County and several other plaintiffs in a related
federal case currently before
the 9th Circuit Court of Appeal.
Other legal observers said
TURN TO RAILROADS » PAGE A2

INSIDE
VINTNER FINED: Owner
of Wilson Winery agrees
to pay $56,000 for illicit
debris fire that violated
air quality regulations / A3
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