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Could tiny houses ease homelessness?
Sonoma County supervisors
vote to study building village
of small houses on county land
By ANGELA HART
THE PRESS DE MO C RAT

Tiny houses. Some call them a
quaint fad, fancied by those without the space demands of a family.
Others tout them as the ideal, ecoconscious structure, the symbol of
a minimalist movement taking hold

among a new generation of American homeowners.
Amid that debate, Sonoma County officials now are looking to the
diminutive domiciles to help provide housing for the homeless. The
concept has been raised as another
way to address the chronic shortage
of shelter for the homeless in the
county — a shortfall compounded by
the area’s torrid housing market, including skyrocketing rents.
“It could be a fast, efficient way
of getting people housed,” said Supervisor Shirlee Zane, who is spear-

heading a county move to study the
effort.
Currently featured on a number
of reality TV shows, tiny homes are
a hot housing option these days for
those who already have the comfort
of shelter but are looking to simplify
their lifestyle and downsize their environmental footprint.
Jay Shafer, a pioneering Sebastopol-based tiny house dweller and
designer, has put Sonoma County at
the forefront of the trend, announcing plans earlier this year to develop
a private village here for miniature

homes.
But tiny houses also are being
eyed by municipal governments and
homeless aid groups in the state and
across the country as a way to provide stable and inexpensive housing
for the shelterless.
Such makeshift villages have
popped up in Oakland and Los Angeles, and communities in Washington,
Oregon, Wisconsin and Texas have
also explored the concept, mostly
through the private sector and nonprofit groups.

TINY
HOUSES
The structures,
ranging from
98 to 200 square
feet in size, would
provide shelter
for the homeless.
The county would
seek grants and
federal funds, and
start by building
about 10 houses.
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Russian River tragedy
Man’s body found day after he vanished during outing at Sunset Beach

Unlikely
allies in
sentencing
overhaul
Congress mounts bipartisan
effort to scale back federal
rules, reduce prison costs
By JENNIFER STEINHAUER
N EW YO R K T I M ES
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Family members of Gilberto Martinez, 40, react to the news that his body was found in the Russian River at Sunset Beach near
Forestville on Tuesday. Martinez lived in Hawthorne, Los Angeles County, and was in the area visiting family.

DEADLY
JULY

By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE P RE S S D E MO C RAT

A Southern California man on his first trip
to Sonoma County drowned in the Russian River on Monday evening after going swimming at
Sunset Beach with family members.
The county’s third drowning this year
prompted Sonoma County officials to again
implore people seeking to escape this week’s
scorching temperatures to use extreme caution
around Russian River beaches in particular.
“People from outside the area don’t understand the Russian River,” said David Robinson of Sonoma County Regional Parks. “What
seems like a peaceful, shallow river is inherently dangerous.”
TURN TO TRAGEDY, PAGE A7

Members of a dive team locate the body of Gilberto Martinez off
Sunset Beach on Tuesday after about 20 minutes of searching.
For more photos, go to pressdemocrat.com.

3 people have
drowned in the
county this month:
Monday: Gilberto
Martinez, 40, at
Sunrise Beach on
the Russian River.
July 4: Marquette
Gross, 14, at Lake
Sonoma; and Jose
Campos-Campos,
20, at Monte Rio
Beach on the
Russian River.

Community reeling over child’s slaying
Residents
of Santa Cruz
artists’ complex
home to victim,
teen suspect
try to cope

By VERONICA ROCHA and RONG-GONG LIN II
LO S A N G E LE S T I M E S

SANTA CRUZ — Residents at the newly built
Tannery Arts Center, a large campus designed
to provide housing and performance space to
keep low-income artists in Santa Cruz, were in
shock and tears Tuesday after a 15-year-old boy
was arrested in the killing of an 8-year-old girl.
On Tuesday afternoon, residents and employees embraced one another with tearful hugs,

deeply hurt by the unfolding tragedy involving the boy and girl, who lived in the complex.
Madyson “Maddy” Middleton was lured by the
teen into his parents’ apartment, where she was
killed, Santa Cruz Police Chief Kevin Vogel said
at a news conference.
The boy then carried Madyson’s body to a garage, placed her body in a blue recycling bin and
concealed her, he said.
“It is my belief she was killed before we even
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Madyson
Middleton

WASHINGTON — For several
years, a handful of lawmakers
in Congress have tried to scale
back tough sentencing laws
that has bloated federal prisons
and the cost of running them.
But broad-based political will
to change those laws remained
elusive.
Now, with a push from President Barack Obama, and perhaps even more significantly a
nod from Speaker John Boehner, Congress seems poised to
revise four decades of federal
policy that greatly expanded
the number of Americans — to
roughly 750 per 100,000 — now
incarcerated, by far the highest
of any Western nation.
Sen.
Charles
Grassley,
R-Iowa, the chairman of the
Senate Judiciary Committee —
who has long resisted changes
to federal sentencing laws
— said he expected to have a
bipartisan bill ready before the
August recess.
“It will be a bill that can have
broad conservative support,”
said Grassley, who as recently
as this year praised the virtues
of mandatory minimums on the
Senate floor.
Even in a Congress riven by
partisanship, the priorities of
libertarian-leaning Republicans
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INSIDE
OUTCRY OVER KILLING
OF LION: Minnesota hunter

who shot protected animal
in Zimbabwe says he
thought hunt was legal / A3
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