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Hillary Clinton accepts the Democratic presidential nomination Thursday at the Democratic National Convention in Philadelphia.

Clinton: ‘Moment 
of reckoning’ for US

CAROLYN KASTER / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Democratic presidential nominee Hillary 
Clinton, right, is joined by Democratic vice 
presidential candidate Virginia Sen. Tim Kaine 
after addressing the delegates Thursday 
during the convention in Philadelphia.

PHILADELPHIA — Hillary Diane 
Rodham Clinton, who sacrificed personal 
ambition for her husband’s political career 
and then rose to be a globally influential 
figure, became the first woman to accept 
a major party’s presidential nomination 
Thursday night, a prize that generations of  
American women have dreamed about for 
one of  their own.

Declaring that the nation was at “a mo-
ment of  reckoning,” Clinton, 68, urged vot-
ers to reject the divisive policy ideas and 
combative politics of  the Republican nom-
inee, Donald Trump. She offered herself  as 
a steady and patriotic American who would 
stand up for citizens of  all races and creeds 
and unite the country to persevere against 
Islamic terrorists, economic troubles, and 
the chaos of  gun violence.

“Powerful forces are threatening to pull 
us apart, bonds of  trust and respect are 
fraying,” said Clinton, who worked on the 
speech until the early hours of  Thursday 

On a historic Thursday night, when San-
ta Rosa’s Chris Snyder was in the audience 
at the Democratic National Convention as a 
delegate when Hillary Clinton became the 
first woman to accept a major party’s pres-
idential nomination, his thoughts centered 
on his 8-year-old daughter, Madeleine.

“The scene was absolutely electric,” Sny-
der, 42, said afterward from his Philadel-
phia hotel room. “It was very emotional, 
and I mean, thinking about my daughter, 
it’s just — it was very inspiring.”

Snyder said he choked up a number of  
times through the night, but one moment 
in particular struck him: when Katy Perry 
performed “Roar.” 

“My daughter’s played that YouTube vid-
eo to me a million times, so having them 
play it, and then having Hillary come in, it 
was just like —,” he said, trailing off, laugh-
ing. 

Snyder, assistant political director for 
Operating Engineers Local 3, and Madeline 
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 ■ Fact check: Clinton’s acceptance address had 
misfires on stances of GOP nominee Trump / B1

 ■ Trump claims he was being ‘sarcastic’ with his 
remarks on the hacking of Clinton’s emails / B1

The 2016 grape harvest kicked 
off Thursday morning in Amer-
ican Canyon, a year after a very 
light crop all across the North 
Coast. 

Growers are ramping up again 
this year for an earlier harvest 
with a yield that is expected to be 
closer to the historical average 
for the more than $1 billion crop, 
which drives a large portion of  

the local economy.
The season began when work 

crews picked a block of  pinot 
meunier at the Green Island 
Vineyard along the edge of  the 
Napa River.

The crew of  about 30 workers 
started going down vineyard 
rows at about 5:45 a.m. as they 
picked through the eight-acre 
block. They will be back again 
today to pick pinot noir at the 
site.

“The grapes are really happy. 
They are growing really well 
because it hasn’t got too hot. 
The acids are holding nicely. It 
should be a great quality year,” 
said Julie Nord, the vineyard 

manager overseeing the pick. 
Nord noted the temperature has 
not reached above 93 degrees 
this summer at the vineyard. 

The fruit was later crushed at 
Mumm Napa facilities in Napa. 
It will go into sparkling wine for 
the winery, which sells its bot-
tles in a $20 to $75 price range. 
The sparkler category has been 
very strong in recent years, with 
impressive growth as consum-
ers increasingly use it as an ev-
eryday wine rather than just for 
special occasions.

Mumm winemaker Ludovic 
Dervin noted the pinot meuni-

DA eases 
its body 
camera 
policy

Sonoma County’s top prose-
cutor has eased a controversial 
policy limiting public access to 
police body camera recordings 
following an outcry from de-
fense lawyers and civil libertar-
ians about a perceived lack of  
transparency.

District Attorney Jill Ravitch 
was among the first in the state 
to require criminal attorneys to 
sign confidentiality agreements 
before her office would release 
body cam recordings along with 
other pretrial evidence. Under 
her initial policy, videos from 
chest-worn cams could not be 
posted to the internet or used in 
separate legal proceedings, such 
as police brutality lawsuits.

Ravitch said the goal was to 
protect victims and witnesses 
whose identities or personal 
information might disclosed on 
the tapes.

But amid criticism that the 
requirement infringed on First 
Amendment and due process 
rights, Ravitch scrapped her ini-
tial seven-point policy, replacing 
it with a one-paragraph agree-
ment added to an existing form.

Now, she requires both de-
fense lawyers and prosecutors 
to give 15 days written notice 
before disseminating body cam 
videos to news outlets or before 
posting them on a website or 
social media. During that time, 
either side may object and seek 
a protective order from a judge 

Crush is on for North Coast grapes
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First crop of pinot picked 
in what is expected to be 
‘quality year’ for harvest
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Attorneys must give 
written notice before 
releasing police videos
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Workers pick the first grapes of the year, pinot meunier used to make 
sparkling wine, at Mumm Napa in American Canyon on Thursday. 

Jill Ravitch


