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REFUGEES TO RACE IN RIO: Sudanese athletes 
are carrying an inspirational message as part 
of first Olympic team of emigrants / B1
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SR TEEN SHINES AT JUNIOR OLYMPICS »  
In leaps and bounds, Mazzanti showing 
promise as steeplechase runner.  C1

DEVELOPING LIFE SKILLS IN NATURE »  
Teens commune among redwoods at 
Pomo Canyon youth summit.  A3

FLOWING WITH 
CREATIVITY »  
Cloverdale couple 
gives new life to 
salvaged materials 
in unique, vibrant 
fountains.  D1

Ferreting out illicit, 
damaging pot gardens 

PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A law enforcement officer cuts down plants growing at a marijuana plot last month in the hills above Kelseyville. Law enforcement officials 
across the North Coast are using grants to target the region’s largest and most damaging pot gardens, often planted on public or private lands.

KELSEYVILLE

This was far from the 
cocktail-hour net-
working meetings for 

cannabis companies, worlds 
away from sterile laboratories 
measuring THC levels and the 
marketing teams channeling 
a great entrepreneurial push 
fueled by California’s recent 
embrace of  the medical mari-
juana industry.

This was the Lake County 
wilderness, where an orange 
peel, a crushed Coca-Cola can 
and a cairn of  rocks marked a 
footpath leading into the chap-
arral-covered hills southwest 
of  Kelseyville.

A sheriff’s detective in cam-
ouflage gear pushed through a 
dense thicket until the under-
brush lightened between man-
zanita trunks. He stepped into a 

clearing and onto a line of  black 
quarter-inch hose, something 
that’s become as ubiquitous in 
North Coast backcountry areas 
as poison oak.

Nearby, two men sleeping on 
cots under low-slung tarps were 
startled awake by the sound of  
deputies sneaking into their 
camp. They bolted, running 

through the woods wearing only 
underwear as the two officers 
chased after them, weighted 
down in vests and gear belts.

“When we hike in, almost 
every time we run into some-
one,” Lake County Detective 
Frank Walsh said standing in 
the abandoned campsite several 
hours later. “They split up, 
heading somewhere toward 
Kelsey Creek. There are too 
many places for them to run to.”

Three years after the state 
cut funding for its now-defunct 
marijuana eradication pro-
gram, local law enforcement 
agencies backed by federal dol-
lars continue to battle against 
clandestine marijuana farms 
that proliferate in the region’s 
rugged hillsides.

Law enforcement officials 
across the North Coast say 
they are using U.S. Drug 

Two weapons, a modified rifle and pistol, were confiscated last month 
at an illegal marijuana plot in the hills near Kelseyville.

LAKE COUNTY » MARIJUANA ERADICATION

Feds fund North Coast law enforcement raids of illegal sites
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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Big Sur fire sparks tourism decline
BIG SUR — Lodge manag-

ers and cafe owners along the 
state’s dramatic Big Sur coast 
were looking Friday at a sum-
mer of  jittery guests and can-
celed bookings after fire officials 
warned that crews will likely 
be battling a wildfire raging in 
steep, forested ridges just to the 
north for another month.

Big Sur establishments were 
already reporting as much as 
a 50 percent drop in business, 
said Stan Russell, executive di-
rector of  the chamber of  com-
merce. That’s even though the 
only signs of  the blaze were 
firetrucks and an occasional 

whiff of  smoke along the fa-
mously winding and scenic 
Highway 1.

Normally, this time of  year “is 
when everybody really runs at 
100 percent,” Russell said about 
tourism in the area. 

“This is when we make our 
money.”

The week-old blaze a few miles 
north of  Big Sur had been blamed 
for one death, that of  a bulldozer 
operator working the fire line. 
The fire has destroyed 41 homes 
and burned 48 square miles.

Flames were concentrated in 
forested ridges above the sum-
mer fog line along the coast. 

Many patches of  fire were in 
areas too steep to be reached, 

By TERENCE CHEA 
AND ELLEN KNICKMEYER
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Wildfires burn July 23 in mountains near Big Sur along the scenic Central 
Coast. The week-old blaze has the region’s tourism industry worried.

SR man 
dies after 
accident 
at lake

A Santa Rosa man has died of  
injuries he received in a week-
end wakeboarding accident on 
Lake Sonoma, authorities said 
Friday.

Brian Allan Edwards, 32, died 
Thursday night after falling off 
his board four days earlier. 

The driver of  the boat, life-
long friend Andrew Scheff, 30, 
of  Reseda, was arrested at the 
scene on suspicion of  boating 
while intoxicated, causing inju-
ry. At his first court appearance 
Friday, prosecutors announced 
Edwards had died and asked for 
more time to investigate.

On Sunday, the day of  the 
accident, Janet Folk looked out 
from her post at the Lake Sono-
ma marina and realized trouble 
was about to unfold.

A boat carrying six people, in-
cluding an injured wakeboard-
er, raced toward the docks, its 
occupants signaling for help.

Folk, the marina manager, 
dropped what she was doing and 
ran out to meet them. 

On board she found Edwards, 

Portraying 
Trump as 
‘demagogue’ 
recasts race

PHILADELPHIA — Demo-
crats marked a decisive turn 
in their campaign against Don-
ald Trump this week, moving 
to recast the 2016 race not as a 
conventional battle between 
left and right but as a national 

emergency that 
requires voters 
of  all stripes to 
band together 
against a singu-
larly menacing 
candidate.

A b a n d o n -
ing their stan-
dard critique 
against conser-

vative Republicans, allies of  Hil-
lary Clinton argued that Trump 
was not merely another champi-
on of  right-wing ideas, deserv-
ing of  rejection for his views on 
the environment or health care.

Instead, in an onslaught of  
astonishing ferocity led by 
President Barack Obama, they 
used their convention to por-
tray Trump as a dangerously 
unstable figure and a friend 
of  foreign despots like Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin of  Russia. 

Reseda man, driving 
boat while friend was 
wakeboarding, arrested
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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By ALEXANDER BURNS
NEW YORK TIMES
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Republican presidential 
candidate Donald Trump

ELECTION 2016

DEMOCRATS 
ON THE TRAIL
Seeking to ride 
wave of excite-
ment after con-
vention, Clinton 
targets Trump 
in battleground 
states / B1


