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WILDFIRES » Since igniting Friday near Ukiah and Hopland, the
Ranch and River fires now straddle Mendocino, Lake counties

10,000 forced to flee

Hope
grows as
Carr fire
relents
MORE DEATHS » Sixth
Shasta County fatality
found on Sunday
By JONATHAN J. COOPER
AND SUDHIN THANAWALA
ASSOCIATED PRESS

slowing suppression efforts, Cal Fire said
Sunday morning.
The two fires erupted Friday in Mendocino County, just 14 miles apart near Hopland
and Potter Valley, and spread rapidly to the
east through thick, parched brush that has
not burned for years as they converged toward the lake. Flames closed Highway 20

REDDING — The deadly
wildfire that has forced tens
of thousands of people to flee
their homes in the Redding
area slowed down Sunday after
days of explosive growth, giving
officials hope even as they announced the discovery of a sixth
fatality.
Meanwhile officials said a
second firefighter died fighting
a huge blaze to the south near
Yosemite National Park. Brian
Hughes, 33, was struck by a tree
and killed while working as part
of a crew removing brush and
other fuel near the so-called Ferguson fire’s front lines, national
parks officials said.
In Redding, officials stuck a
hopeful tone for the first time in
days.
“We’re feeling a lot more optimistic today as we’re starting to
gain some ground rather than
being in a defensive mode on
this fire all the time,” said Bret
Gouvea, the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection’s incident commander
on the blaze around Redding,
a city about 230 miles north of
San Francisco.
Gouvea spoke at a news
conference with fire and law
enforcement officials. Shasta
County Sheriff Tom Bosenko
said authorities found a sixth
victim of the blaze at a home
that was consumed by flames,
though he declined to say where.
The victim’s identity was not released.
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Firefighters battle the Mendocino complex fires off Sandy Lane in Lakeport on Sunday.
By KEVIN FIXLER
AND NASHELLY CHAVEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Two wildfires raging along the border
between Lake and Mendocino counties
doubled in size Sunday, forcing 10,000 people to flee homes in the path of the flames
along Clear Lake and knocking out power
to more than 40,000 people sweltering in triple-digit temperatures.
Authorities ordered residents to leave
three towns — Lakeport, Upper Lake and

Nice — along the west and north shores of
Clear Lake as the Mendocino complex fires
grew to 30,500 acres. In Mendocino County,
residents in the eastern sections of Potter
Valley were also told to leave.
“It’s getting really ugly here,” Lake
County Sheriff Brian Martin told residents
Sunday evening in a Facebook Live video.
“Get your belongings and evacuate out of
the area.”
A shortage of available ground and air
resources — already assigned to other active fires elsewhere in the state — were

ONLINE
Read the latest fire coverage at pressdemocrat.com

New York Times publisher, Trump square off
Sulzberger tells president his
‘enemy’ rhetoric dangerous,
but scathing tweets continue
By DARLENE SUPERVILLE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Donald
Trump
President has
repeatedly
denounced the
media as ‘enemy
of the people’
Advice
Comics
Crossword

B7
B6
B7

BRIDGEWATER, New Jersey
— The publisher of The New York
Times said Sunday he “implored”
President Donald Trump at a private
White House meeting this month
to reconsider his broad attacks on
journalists, calling the president’s
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anti-press rhetoric “not just divisive
but increasingly dangerous.”
In a statement, A.G. Sulzberger
said he decided to comment publicly after Trump revealed their
off-the-record meeting to his 53 million Twitter followers on Sunday.
Trump’s aides had requested that
the July 20 meeting not be made public, Sulzberger said.
“Had a very good and interesting
meeting at the White House with
A.G. Sulzberger, Publisher of the
New York Times. Spent much time
talking about the vast amounts of
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Fake News being put out by the media & how that Fake News has morphed into phrase, “Enemy of the
People.” Sad!” Trump wrote.
Hours after that exchange, Trump
resumed his broadside against the
media in a series of tweets that included a pledge not to let the country
“be sold out by anti-Trump haters in
the ... dying newspaper industry.”
Sulzberger, who succeeded his
father as publisher on Jan. 1, said
his main purpose for accepting the
meeting was to “raise concerns
about the president’s deeply trou-

NEW GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN THREAT:

Trump pushes for border wall, immigration
changes despite deal with GOP leaders / A5

bling anti-press rhetoric.”
“I told the president directly that
I thought that his language was not
just divisive but increasingly dangerous,” he said.
Sulzberger said he told Trump
that while the phrase “fake news”
is untrue and harmful, “I am far
more concerned about his labeling
journalists ‘the enemy of the people.’ I warned that this inflammatory
language is contributing to a rise in
threats against journalists and will
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