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W I N N E R  O F  T H E  2 0 1 8  P U L I T Z E R  P R I Z E

New evacuations as 
blazes double in size

CARR FIRE: Redding blaze 20% contained after claiming six lives, nearly 1,000 structures / A2
STEELE FIRE: Firefighters near full containment of blaze burning near Lake Berryessa / A2

KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

At the Upper Lake Rancheria, Santa Clara County firefighter Tyler James keeps a house in check Monday as he protects another structure from the 
Ranch fire rolling into the outskirts of Upper Lake. Several homes were destroyed Monday evening at the Upper Lake Rancheria.

Two wildfires bearing down on shoreline commu-
nities of  Clear Lake doubled in size again Monday, 
forcing thousands more residents to flee their homes 
as flames that have torched more than 68,000 acres 
of  rugged, rural landscape encroached on more 
populated areas of  Lake County.

Nearly 2,000 personnel posted on the fire lines 
Monday evening had so far prevented the River fire 
from entering Lakeport, the county seat, though 
flames had moved within a mile of  city limits, offi-
cials said.

But fire licking at the edges of  Upper Lake de-
stroyed several homes Monday evening at the Up-
per Lake Rancheria. The River fire and the larger 
Ranch fire to its north were continuing to spread 
eastward, prompting sweeping new evacuations to 
clear people out of  harm’s way as the fires burned 
into a fourth day and remained just 5 percent con-
tained.

“We’re going to be at this for quite a while,” Lake 
County Supervisor Jim Steele said Monday. “It’s a 
big fire. It (the River fire) is threatening two towns. 
And it’s going to be a while before we let these folks 
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A firefighter runs down a driveway with trees on fire along Highland Springs Road, 
near Rodello Road, in Lakeport on Monday.

MENDOCINO COMPLEX FIRES

Pair of fires threatening more populated areas of Lake County
By MARY CALLAHAN, HANNAH BEAUSANG,  
RANDI ROSSMANN AND JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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SR rent 
control 
effort 
founders 

Housing advocates failed to 
gather enough signatures to put 
rent control back before Santa 
Rosa voters this fall. 

“We’re sorry to report that 
our signature drive has come up 
short,” read a message posted 
Sunday by the North Bay Or-
ganizing Project, which was be-
hind the effort. 

When it submitted its peti-
tion to the Santa Rosa Clerk in 
late June, the group appeared 
to have gathered more than 
enough signatures to qualify for 
the Nov. 6 ballot. 

The group needed 10 percent 
of  the city’s 89,849 registered 
voters, or 8,985 people, to sign 
a valid petition to qualify. It 
appeared to submit 11,565 sig-
natures, 22 percent more than 
needed, according to Santa Rosa 
City Clerk Daisy Gomez. 

But the Sonoma County Reg-
istrar of  Voters put the raw total 
at 11,512 and then rejected many 
of  the signatures, determining 
they were from people who were 
not registered to vote in Santa 
Rosa. 

“Too many signatures came 
back as unregistered voters, 
though we know that people’s in-
tentions were good,” the North 
Bay Organizing Project wrote in 
a message on Facebook. 

The petition sought to cap 
rent increases in apartments 
built before 1995, prohibiting 
them from rising more than the 

Petition lacked enough 
valid signatures to put 
measure on ballot 

By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said his depart-
ment is studying whether it can use its regulatory 
powers to change how capital gains are taxed. 

Could a new tax cut bypass Congress?

WASHINGTON — The Trump ad-
ministration is considering bypassing 
Congress to grant a $100 billion tax cut 
mainly to the wealthy, a legally tenuous 
maneuver that would cut capital gains 
taxation and fulfill a long-held ambition 
of  many investors and conservatives.

Steven Mnuchin, the Treasury secre-
tary, said in an interview on the sidelines 
of  the Group of  20 summit meeting in Ar-
gentina this month that his department 
was studying whether it could use its 

regulatory powers to allow Americans 
to account for inflation in determining 
capital gains tax liabilities. The Treasury 
Department could change the definition 
of  “cost” for calculating capital gains, al-
lowing taxpayers to adjust the initial val-
ue of  an asset, such as a home or a share 
of  stock, for inflation when it sells.

Capital gains taxes are determined by 
subtracting the original price of  an asset 
from the price at which it was sold and 
taxing the difference, usually at 20 per-
cent. If  a high earner spent $100,000 on 
stock in 1980, then sold it for $1 million 
today, she would owe taxes on $900,000. 
But if  her original purchase price was 
adjusted for inflation, it would be about 
$300,000, reducing her taxable “gain” to 
$700,000. That would save the investor 

By ALAN RAPPEPORT  
AND JIM TANKERSLEY
NEW YORK TIMES
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Treasury mulls unilateral move 
to change capital gains; most of 
benefit would go to the wealthy 

Anti-war 
champion 
of social 
justice 

SACRAMENTO — Ron Del-
lums, a fiery anti-war activist 
who championed social justice 
as Northern California’s first 
black congressman, died Mon-
day from can-
cer, according 
to a longtime 
adviser. He was 
82.

Dellums died 
at his home in 
Washington.

A former 
Marine who 
got his start in 
politics on the 
City Council of  the liberal en-
clave of  Berkeley, he defeated a 
labor-backed Democrat to win 
his first election to Congress in 
1970. 

Dellums retired in 1998 and 
was later elected mayor of  his 
native Oakland in 2006.

“He was absolutely commit-
ted to what was right and what 

By KATHLEEN RONAYNE
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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