
The pilot of  a twin-engine air 
ambulance plane that began fill-
ing with smoke before it crashed 
early Friday in the coastal hills 
north of  McKinleyville in Hum-
boldt County, killing him and 
three others aboard, was an ex-

perienced airman newly hired 
by a subsidiary of  Santa Ro-
sa-based REACH Air Medical 
Services, company officials said 
Sunday.

Larry Mills had more than 
20 years of  flying experience 
and had been a volunteer first 
responder for 12 years when 
in April he started flying for 
REACH’s Cal-Ore Life Flight 
based in Crescent City near the 
Oregon border, company offi-
cials said. 

Mills and his crew — flight 

nurse Deborah Kroon and cer-
tified flight paramedic Michelle 
Tarwater — were aboard a Piper 
PA31T Cheyenne turboprop with 
a female patient when the plane 
crashed sometime after 1 a.m. 
Friday on private timberland 
about five miles north of  the Ar-
cata-Eureka Airport. They had 
been headed from Crescent City 
to Oakland International Air-
port.

The company did not identify 
the patient. The Humboldt Coun-
ty coroner couldn’t be reached 

Sunday.
Kroon, of  Crescent City, was 

originally from New Zealand 
and a registered nurse, who 
worked for 25 years as a critical 
care nurse in hospitals across 
the United States, the company 
said in a statement. She started 
working with Cal-Ore in 2014.

Tarwater, who worked for the 
company since 2011, was among 
the first in the region to receive 
certification by the National 
Registry of  Emergency Medical 
Technicians-Paramedics.

Mills was a father and also is 
survived by his wife, Trina, com-
pany officials said.

“It’s just such a difficult trag-
ic time,” said Don Wharton, 
REACH director of  business de-
velopment, contacted by phone 
Sunday. “We will be working 
very closely and cooperating 
with authorities. This will be 
a process from which to learn 
what we can.” 

REACH — which stands for 

Pilot in rescue flight crash experienced
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4 die as REACH-owned 
plane goes down in 
Humboldt County
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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Trump 
flailing 
amid 
outrage 

Donald Trump reeled on Sun-
day amid a sustained campaign 
of  criticism by the parents of  a 
Muslim American soldier killed 
by a suicide bomber in Iraq and 
a rising outcry within his own 
party over his rough and reli-
giously charged dismissal of  the 
couple.

The confrontation between 
the parents, 
Khizr and 
Ghazala Khan, 
and Trump has 
emerged as an 
unexpected and 
potentially piv-
otal flash point 
in the gener-
al election. 
Trump has 
plainly strug-

gled to respond to the reproach 
of  a military family who lost a 
son, and he has repeatedly an-
swered the Khan family’s criti-
cism with harsh and defensive 
rhetoric.

And Trump’s usual political 
tool kit has appeared to fail him. 
He earned no reprieve with his 
complaints that Khizr Khan had 
been unfair to him; on Sunday 
morning, he claimed on Twitter 
that Khizr Khan had “vicious-
ly attacked” him. Trump and 

By ALEXANDER BURNS 
AND  MAGGIE HABERMAN 
NEW YORK TIMES

Treatment of dead GI’s 
parents draws furor, 
response from mother
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A crew from Mike Brown Electric installs a left-turn yield sign Wednesday at Fifth Street and Mendocino Avenue in Santa Rosa.

Don’t freak this Friday

Of all the criticisms of  Santa Rosa’s plan 
to reunify Old Courthouse Square — the 
outrage over the removal of  mature red-
wood trees, the debate over park space ver-
sus parking spaces and the angst over the 
$10 million price tag — none has dogged 
the project more persistently than the con-
cerns over traffic. 

How, many ask, can the North Coast’s 
largest city expect to sever a main traffic 
artery through the heart of  an already 
congested downtown without triggering 
gridlock? 

Well, we’re about to find out. 
On Friday, workers will permanently 

block off all four lanes of  traffic running 
through the square, rerouting cars, buses 
and bicyclists around the site so workers 
can begin rejoining the two halves of  the 
square split nearly 50 years ago by Men-

City ‘ready’ for closing of Mendocino Avenue at Old Courthouse Square
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

TURN TO DETOUR » PAGE A2
The reunification of Old Courthouse Square will reroute northbound traffic on Mendocino  
Avenue onto Third Street in Santa Rosa.  

Muslims flock to Mass in France, Italy

ROUEN, France — Muslims in France 
and Italy flocked to Mass on Sunday, a 
gesture of  interfaith solidarity following 
a drumbeat of  jihadi attacks that threat-
ens to deepen religious divisions across 
Europe.

From the towering Gothic cathedral 
in Rouen, only a few miles from where 
85-year-old Rev. Jacques Hamel was 

killed Tuesday by two Muslim fanatics, 
to Paris’ iconic Notre Dame, where the 
rector of  the Mosque of  Paris invoked a 
papal benediction in Latin, many church-
goers were cheered by the Muslims in 
their midst.

Interviewed outside the cathedral in 
Rouen, Jacqueline Prevot called it “a 
magnificent gesture.”

“Look at this whole Muslim communi-
ty that attended Mass,” she said. “I find 
this very heartwarming.”

French television broadcast scenes 
of  interfaith solidarity from all around 
France, with Muslim women in head 
scarves and Jewish men in kippot crowd- FLAVIO LO SCALZO / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Muslims attend a Mass on Sunday at the Santa Maria 
in Caravaggio church in Milan.

By MILOS KRIVOKAPIC  
AND RAPHAEL SATTER
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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In wake of jihadist attacks, 
many attend church services 
to show interfaith solidarity


