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Jeff Weaver

Ex-chief 
chosen as  
interim 
director

Rohnert Park officials have 
selected former Sebastopol Po-
lice Chief  Jeff Weaver to serve 
as interim director of  the city’s 
public safety department, an 
appointment made one week 
after the current director, Brian 
Masterson, abruptly announced 
he would be retiring from the 
agency amid controversy over 
his department’s highway drug 
seizure program. 

Weaver, 51, who is retired, has 
been a law enforcement leader 
in Sonoma County for decades, 
serving 13 years as Sebastopol’s 
police chief  and as a mentor to 
generations of  local cadets as an 
instructor at the Santa Rosa Ju-
nior College police academy. 

If  his appointment is con-
firmed by the City Council on 
Aug. 14, Weaver will be the sec-
ond law enforcement veteran 
tapped by Rohnert Park officials 
to bring expertise and stability 
to its unified police and firefight-
ing agency amid public fallout 
from the city’s aggressive asset 
forfeiture missions and the res-
ignation of  its top drug officer. 

Rohnert Park City Manager 

Blueprints for 3D guns not online, yet

WASHINGTON — For years, Cody Wil-
son, a champion of  gun rights and anar-
chism from Texas, has waged a battle to 
post on the internet the blueprints for 
making plastic guns, claiming the First 
Amendment gives him the right to do it. 

The Obama administration had blocked 
him on the grounds that publishing the 
instructions would violate export laws 
banning the foreign distribution of  fire-
arms, but an abrupt reversal by the State 
Department last month appeared to fi-
nally clear the path for Wilson to usher 
in what his website calls “the age of  the 
downloadable gun.”

That age, he said, would start today 
when he would begin uploading the in-
structions. But faced with dire warnings 
about an imminent risk to public safety ILANA PANICH-LINSMAN / NEW YORK TIMES, 2015

Cody Wilson is engaged in a legal fight to distribute 
plans for printing 3D weapons.

Facebook 
identifies 
influence 
campaign

WASHINGTON — Facebook 
said Tuesday that it had iden-
tified a coordinated political 
influence campaign that was 
potentially designed to disrupt 
November’s midterm elections, 
with the social network detect-
ing and removing 32 pages and 
fake accounts that engaged in 
activity around divisive social 
issues. 

The Silicon Valley company 
did not definitively link the cam-
paign to Russia. But Facebook 
officials said some of  the tools 
and techniques used by the ac-
counts were similar to those 
used by the Internet Research 
Agency, the Kremlin-linked 
group that was at the center of  
an indictment this year alleging 
interference in the 2016 presi-
dential election.

“At this point in our investi-
gation, we do not have enough 
technical evidence to state de-
finitively who is behind it,” said 
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Judge’s temporary order to block 
sharing instructions sets stage for 
safety, First Amendment battle
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Firefighters pour in  
to help halt blazes  

PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Firefighters from San Luis Obispo survey as flames devour Cow Mountain on Tuesday afternoon. As the wildfire stormed into Scotts Valley near 
Lakeport, arriving crews faced 100-degree temperatures and afternoon winds up to 15 mph in the firefight. 

Hundreds of  additional firefighters 
streamed into Lake County on Tuesday in 
a bolstered effort to prevent two stubborn 
wildfires from burning into communities 
on the west and north shore of  Clear Lake, 
where thousands of  residents have fled 

under evacuation 
orders.

F i r e f i g h t e r s 
faced 100-degree 
temperatures and 
afternoon winds  
of  up to 15 mph 
that swelled the 
Ranch fire outside 
of  Upper Lake 
and the River fire 
west of  Kelseyville 
to a combined 
80,408  acres by  

Tuesday evening, up from about 
68,000 acres Monday. 

Much of  that new growth has been in 
the Mendocino National Forest, where an 
estimated 30,000 acres has burned in rough 
terrain and remote stands of  timber. 

“We’ve got some successes in certain lo-
cations, and we’ve got a lot of  work to do in 
others,” said Cal Fire spokeswoman Tricia 
Austin, whose own home in Lakeport is 

surrounded on three sides by fire. 
Homes and structures were destroyed in 

Scotts Valley on the outskirts of  Lakeport, 
but those losses weren’t officially report-
ed Tuesday. That tally remained at seven 
homes and three outbuildings, Cal Fire 
said. Containment was at 18 percent. 

Austin attributed the progress to higher 
humidity levels, and the arrival of  an ad-

ditional 613 firefighters Tuesday, bringing 
the total personnel on the fire to 2,700. Up 
to 12,000 structures remain threatened and 
14,000 people have been evacuated and re-
main unable to return home. 

One of  those is Carolyn Hawley, a retired 
concert pianist who left her home in Nice 

Flames overtake a barn in Scotts Valley on Tuesday afternoon.
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New growth reaches into remote forest terrain, Scotts Valley
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INSIDE
 ■ Lake County officials 

issue health advisory as 
wildfire smoke continues 
to blanket the skies 
across the region / A3

 ■Details began 
to emerge Tuesday about 
the sixth fatality related 
to the Carr fire in Shasta 
County / A8


