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UNREST IN VENEZUELA: Masked security forces  
arrest two top opposition leaders, elevating 
fears about wider crackdown on dissenters / B1
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MURAL REVISION » Memorial 
for Andy Lopez gets face-lift 
over deputy depiction.   A3

HONEY AND APPLE FARE » Fair 
in Sebastopol reminds of how 
combo is the bee’s knees.  D1

SUCCESSFUL SEASON » Despite 
loss, Cal Victory’s inaugural 
outing on pitch amazes.  C1

Affirmative action under scrutiny

JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Dan Imhoff opposes plans for logging trucks to use Felta Creek Road near Healdsburg because of how the operation may affect Felta Creek, a 
reliable native coho salmon-spawning ground. State forestry officials are reviewing a proposal to harvest timber in the area. 

Streambed showdown
LOGGING DISPUTE » State withholds OK for timber harvest near 
Healdsburg-area habitat for coho salmon; opponents ready to sue

A cold, clear stream that provides some of  
the last refuge for wild coho salmon in 
Sonoma County lies at the center of  a 

dispute over logging plans in the forested hills 
above Healdsburg.

The proposed removal of  redwood and 
Douglas fir trees from a steep hill above Felta 
Creek and the Russian River Valley poses a 
risk, opponents say, to remaining habitat for 
an endangered fish species once abundant in 
the freshwater streams and rivers of  the North 
Coast. 

Some of  the trees marked for harvest on the 
160-acre property grow on grades of  65 percent 
— so steep that foes of  the plan, including 
neighbors and several environmental groups, 

say it could unleash significant erosion into 
the creek if  carried forward. They are pre-
pared to go to court to block the proposed har-
vest, which is being studied by state forestry 
officials. 

Last week, those officials kicked the propos-
al back to landowner Ken Bareilles and his 
forester for significant additions and revisions  

For Bareilles, a Eureka attorney and logger 
who stands to collect a sizable return on his 
$2.5 million real estate investment — in prop-
erty zoned for timber production — those who 
challenge his plans are wrong to worry.

Mandatory safeguards built into the harvest 
proposal, covering 146 acres, and additional 
measures imposed by state wildlife and water 
quality agencies will ensure the environment 

A dogged pursuit to pour wine
Dr. Jessica Klein knows it can 

be stressful for pet owners to 
make a visit to the vet’s office, 
so she tries to make it as relax-
ing as possible when they come 
into her Wine Country Veteri-
nary Hospital in Windsor.

“When you walk into my 

hospital, it’s warm colors and a 
happy, friendly vibe,” she said. 
“We offer homemade banana 
bread, coffee, hot chocolate and 
water.”

But it’s Klein’s further mea-
sure of  hospitality — pouring 
a complimentary glass of  wine 
for her customers — that’s 
stirred some controversy. 

In this corner of  Wine Coun-

try, where wine can be found 
at farmers markets, clothing 
stores and horse shows, in hair 
salons and other unexpected 
places, the veterinarian was 
told she had to stop. 

Five months after she began 
serving it, the Department of  
Alcoholic Beverage Control KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Dr. Jessica Klein of Wine Country Veterinary Hospital 
poured wine for five months before being told to stop.

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration is preparing to redi-
rect resources of  the Justice Depart-
ment’s civil rights division toward 
investigating and suing universities 
over affirmative action admissions 
policies deemed to discriminate 

against white applicants, according 
to a document obtained by the New 
York Times.

The document, an internal an-
nouncement to the civil rights divi-
sion, seeks current lawyers inter-
ested in working for a new project 
on “investigations and possible lit-
igation related to intentional race-
based discrimination in college and 
university admissions.”

The announcement suggests that 
the project will be run out of  the divi-
sion’s front office, where the Trump 
administration’s political appointees 

work, rather than its Educational 
Opportunities Section, which is run 
by career civil servants and normal-
ly handles work involving schools 
and universities.

The document does not explicitly 
identify whom the Justice Depart-
ment considers at risk of  discrimi-
nation because of  affirmative action 
admissions policies. But the phras-
ing it uses, “intentional race-based 
discrimination,” cuts to the heart 
of  programs designed to bring more 
minorities to university campuses.

Supporters and critics of  the 

project said it was clearly targeting 
admissions programs that can give 
members of  generally disadvan-
taged groups, such as black and Lati-
no students, an edge over other ap-
plicants with comparable or higher 
test scores.

The project is another sign that 
the civil rights division is taking on 
a conservative tilt under President 
Donald Trump and Attorney Gen-
eral Jeff Sessions. It follows other 
changes in Justice Department pol-

Justice Department may 
target college programs that 
favor disadvantaged groups
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WINDSOR » 
Veterinarian 
hopes council 
will let her 
give clients 
a glass while 
they wait

“This is one of those 
situations where 
you’ve got a pristine 
area of coho salmon 
habitat, and you 
really have to make 
sure to do this right.”
BOB LEGGE, policy and outreach  
coordinator for the conservation 
group Russian Riverkeeper

Donald 
Trump

INSIDE
Trump’s pick for 
FBI director gets 
OK in Senate / B1

Health 
premium
costs to 
rise 12.5%

Monthly premiums for Cali-
fornia health insurance plans 
sold under the Affordable Care 
Act will rise by an average of  
12.5 percent next year, officials 
said Tuesday. It will be the sec-
ond consecutive year of  dou-
ble-digit rate increases state-

wide, though 
rates in Sono-
ma County are 
expected to rise 
an average of  
7.4 percent.

Anthem Blue 
Cross, a major 
insurance com-
pany, will stop 
offering plans 
in most of  Cal-
ifornia, includ-
ing Sonoma 
County, but 
the state will 
avoid the mas-
sive market up-
heaval that has 

left some states with just one in-
surer or none at all to serve the 
individual market.

Covered California’s an-
nouncement on 2018 pricing 
comes at a time of  extreme un-
certainty about the future of  the 
U.S. health care system. A Repub-
lican plan to unwind key pieces 
of  the Affordable Care Act failed 
in the U.S. Senate last week, but 
President Donald Trump has 
repeatedly urged lawmakers to 
keep working on it. Trump has 
threatened to end payments that 
insurance companies receive to 
keep down out-of-pocket costs 
for lower-income consumers.

Premiums for consumers on 
silver tier plans, the most pop-
ular, could spike even more if  
those subsidies are taken away, 
officials said.

COVERED CALIFORNIA » 
Rates in Sonoma County 
expected to increase 7.4%
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 ■GOP moved 

on Tuesday to 
defuse President 
Trump’s threat 
to cut off critical 
payments to 
health insurance 
companies / A9

 ■Generic 
prescription 
drugs have been 
a major source of 
savings for Amer-
icans, but some 
see dysfunction in 
the system / B1


