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INSIDE

Seasonal rite for grapes

Grape growers across the North 
Coast are reporting their fruit has 
begun to change colors, a seasonal 

rite that signals the region’s $1.5 billion 
grape crop is quickly ripening and harvest 
is approaching.

Sonoma County farmers have said their 
vineyards are undergoing veraison, the 
French term (pronounced ver-ray-shon) 
that describes the visual onset of  ripening 

as grapes used to make red wines trans-
form from green to crimson.

It typically means that harvest should 
start in about six weeks, though picking 
will begin earlier for fruit used in spar-
kling wine that comes into the winery with 
lower sugar levels. Warmer sites, such as 
the Carneros region in the south near San 
Pablo Bay, are experiencing the most color 
change right now.

Growers said the crop, which has 
declined in size in three of  the last four 
years, is expected to be slightly larger than 

normal this year.
“We have a good-looking crop,” said Da-

vid Cook of  Cook Vineyard Management 
in Sonoma, which oversees vineyards in 
Carneros, Sonoma Valley and the Russian 
River Valley. He noted that up to 20 percent 
of  his pinot noir crop has already turned 
red. “It looks to be a great vintage so far.”

Most notably, vineyard managers said 
this year’s grape crop is 10 to 14 days be-
hind schedule from last year, the result of  

Fruit undergoing veraison as Wine Country harvest time approaches
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Cook Vineyard Management vineyard manager Luis Zamora pulls back leaves on July 25 as pinot wine grapes begin veraison at the Kosich  
vineyard in the Sonoma Valley. “We have a good-looking crop,” said David Cook. “It looks to be a great vintage so far.”

SAN FRANCISCO — A fed-
eral appeals court decided 
Wednesday that the Trump ad-
ministration may not withhold 
federal funds from California’s 
immigrant-friendly “sanctu-

ary” cities and counties.
The 9th U.S. Circuit Court 

of  Appeals, in a 2-1 decision, 
upheld a district judge’s rul-
ing in favor of  San Francisco 
and Santa Clara County, which 
sued over the administration’s 
threats to withhold money to 
jurisdictions that have passed 

laws limiting local law enforce-
ment cooperation with federal 
immigration authorities.

The ruling was a blow to the 
Trump administration’s ef-
forts to punish cities and states 
that fail to help enforce federal 
immigration law, a goal Presi-
dent Donald Trump announced 
shortly after he was sworn in.

The administration did not 
comment on whether it intend-
ed to appeal the decision.

But the 9th Circuit handed 
Trump one victory. It removed 
a nationwide injunction against 
his directive, concluding there 
was not enough evidence pre-
sented in the case so far to sup-
port blocking it beyond Califor-
nia.

Devin O’Malley, a spokesman 
for the U.S. Department of  Jus-
tice, called the ruling “a victory 

Judge rules in favor of sanctuary cities
IMMIGRATION » California’s funds cannot be  
withheld, ruling says, but other states not included
By MAURA DOLAN
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Records 
detail 
sexual 
trysts

A firefighter with the Peta-
luma Fire Department has re-
signed after admitting to having 
consensual sex while on duty at 
least 10 times at the agency’s fire 
stations, according to Petaluma 
officials and documents from 
the city’s internal investigation. 

Brett Hughes, a firefighter 
and paramedic who resigned in 
January, four years after he was 
hired, admitted to having inter-
course and oral sex with a wom-
an who was not an employee in 
the parking lot of  Station 3 and 
having sex inside all three of  the 
city’s stations, according to in-
vestigation documents obtained 
by The Press Democrat through 
a public records request.

The after-hours liaisons oc-
curred once in the captain’s 
office at Station 3, once in the 
training room at the downtown 
headquarters and once in the 
back of  Engine 9382 at Station 
2, the documents state. Fire 
department and city officials 
previously declined to divulge 
details about the investigation 
and subsequent disciplinary 
measures, citing personnel pri-
vacy laws. 

The department’s top two of-
ficials, Chief  Leonard Thomp-
son and Assistant Chief  Jeff 

Firefighter who resigned 
in January admitted to 
sex at stations, on duty
By HANNAH BEAUSANG
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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W I N N E R  O F  T H E  2 0 1 8  P U L I T Z E R  P R I Z E

New fires quickly snuffed out

Firefighters struggled to gain ground 
Wednesday on the two wildfires threat-
ening shoreline communities in Lake 
County as two new fires broke out in 
Mendocino County, forcing fire officials 
to divert planes and fire crews from the 
larger battles to snuff out the small-
er blazes before they, too, grew into  

raging infernos. 
Just as the scorching afternoon winds 

were breathing life into the River fire 
in Scotts Valley northwest of  Lakeport 
and the Ranch fire in the Mendocino 
National Forest, a new fire erupted in 
a potentially perilous spot — halfway 
between Cloverdale and Hopland along 
Highway 101. 

“The way things are going right now, 
this fire has the potential to be another 
major incident,” Cal Fire Division Chief  
Todd Derum said Wednesday evening.

The Western fire quickly grew to near-
ly 50 acres, with officials initially fearing 

Threat from blaze near  
Hopland doused; firefighters 
battling to contain many others
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Governor on 
frequent fires in 
state:  ‘We’re not 
on the side of 
nature’ / B1

An air tanker 
drops fire 
retardant on 
a ridge near 
Hendricks Road 
in Lakeport on 
Wednesday.
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