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HIGH-TECH FOOTBALL GEAR » Petaluma players using 
helmets able to track potential head injuries.  C1

AN EQUINE EXPERIENCE » Horseback riders can get 
into saddle with program at Lake Sonoma.   D1
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ROSELAND ANNEXATION: 
Santa Rosa’s proposal to 
incorporate five neighbor-
hoods wins approval, sets 
stage for expansion / A3
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Tony Zuniga, left, and Cesar Orantes wash a horse owned by Johnny Taboada of Pleasanton after a training run Wednesday at the Sonoma County 
Fairgrounds in Santa Rosa. Horse racing kicks off today at the Sonoma County Fair. 

Odds against horse races

Horse racing has long 
gone hand in hand with 
the Sonoma County 

Fair, as much a staple of  the 
annual summertime event as 
carnival rides and deep-fried 
food, but it may no longer be the 
reliable revenue driver it once 
was, causing the fairgrounds to 
reconsider the role of  the races 
moving forward.

To be sure, horse races still 
bring in a lot of  money: They 
produced $1.6 million in reve-
nue for the fair last year, about 
24 percent of  the fair’s total rev-
enue. But the racing proceeds 

were down more than 10 per-
cent from five years earlier, and 
officials estimate the number 
of  race attendees also shrank 
about 23 percent over the same 
time period, as the number of  
racing days fell from 15 to 11.

“We’re seeing less people 
coming on a day-to-day basis,” 
said CEO Becky Bartling. “We 
still have good sales in our 
season box seats ... But what 
we’re not seeing as much is 
the person that says, ‘Hey, let’s 
go to the races’ — that spur of  
the moment person that might 
come once or twice.”

Advance sales for this year’s 

Deadly mutation edited from embryos
Using a powerful gene-editing tech-

nique, scientists have rid human embry-
os of  a mutation that causes an inher-
ited form of  heart disease often deadly 
to healthy young athletes and adults in 
their prime.

The experiment marks the first time 
that scientists have altered the human 
genome to ensure a disease-causing mu-
tation would disappear not only from 
the DNA of  the subject on which it’s per-
formed, but from the genes of  his or her 

progeny as well.
The controversial procedure, known 

as “germ-line editing,” was conducted 
at Oregon Health & Science University 
using human embryos expressly created 
for the purpose. It was reported Wednes-
day in the journal Nature.

The new research comes less than  
six months after the National Academies 
of  Science, Engineering and Medicine 
recommended that scientists limit their 
trials of  human germ-line editing to dis-
eases that could not be treated with “rea-

OREGON HEALTH & SCIENCE UNIVERSITY

This sequence of images shows the development of 
embryos after being injected with a biological kit to 
edit their DNA, removing a genetic mutation.
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SONOMA COUNTY FAIR » SUMMERTIME STAPLE

Tony Zuniga and trainer Marcia Stortz prepare to work Clare’s Glare, 
owned by Johnny Taboada of Pleasanton on Monday at the fairgrounds.

Decline reflects national trend with fewer horses being bred to compete

Trump backs immigration cuts

WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump embraced a proposal 
Wednesday to slash legal immigra-
tion to the United States in half  with-
in a decade by sharply curtailing the 
ability of  U.S. citizens and legal res-

idents to bring family members into 
the country.

The plan would enact the most 
far-reaching changes to the system 
of  legal immigration in decades and 
represents the president’s latest ef-
fort to stem the flow of  newcomers to 
the United States. Since taking office, 
he has barred many visitors from se-
lect Muslim-majority countries, lim-
ited the influx of  refugees, increased 
deportations and pressed to build a 
wall along the southern border.

In asking Congress to curb legal 

immigration, Trump intensified a 
debate about national identity, eco-
nomic growth, worker fairness and 
American values that animated his 
campaign last year. Critics said the 
proposal would undercut the funda-
mental vision of  the United States 
as a haven for the poor and huddled 
masses, while the president and his 
allies said the country had taken in 
too many low-skilled immigrants for 
too long to the detriment of  Ameri-
can workers.

“This legislation will not only re-

store our competitive edge in the 21st 
century, but it will restore the sacred 
bonds of  trust between America and 
its citizens,” Trump said at a White 
House event alongside two Repub-
lican senators sponsoring the bill. 
“This legislation demonstrates our 
compassion for struggling Ameri-
can families who deserve an immi-
gration system that puts their needs 
first and that puts America first.”

In throwing his weight behind 

Legislation seeks to halve 
legal migration by limiting   
citizens bringing in relatives 
By PETER BAKER
NEW YORK TIMES
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More 
electric 
vehicles 
needed

Meeting Sonoma County’s 
climate protection goals will 
require putting 138,000 electric 
vehicles on the road by 2030 
and effectively ending sales 
of  fuel-burning cars, a local 
environmental group said in a 
report due for release this week.

“We must now begin to create 
a future beyond combustion,” 
said the report by the Santa Ro-
sa-based Center for Climate Pro-
tection.

Advocating a dramatic shift in 
consumer preferences and cur-
rent automobile industry sales, 
the report said electric vehicle 
(EV) sales must grow by 30 per-
cent a year for the next 13 years 
to meet the county’s goal for 
reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions.

Sonoma County has an esti-
mated 4,500 EVs rolling now, the 
center said in its report, “Beyond 
Combustion: Electric Vehicle 
Trends, Goals and Recommenda-
tions for Sonoma County.”

Sales of  plug-in hybrid and 
all-electric cars, both consid-
ered in the EV category, ac-
counted for nearly 5 percent 
of  the state’s new car market 
during the first three months of  
this year, according to the Cali-
fornia New Car Dealers Associ-
ation’s latest report.

EV sales have grown steadily 
from 2.5 percent of  the market 
in 2013 to 3.6 percent last year, 
the association said.

Report: Sales must grow 
by 30% in next 13 years 
for county to meet mark
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