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ICE ARRESTS 2 IN SR: Area 
immigration advocates 
pool resources after reports 
about confrontation with 
agents in Roseland / A3

INSIDE

TRAINING BUILDERS » 10-week 
program prepares students for 
careers in construction.  A3

ECLECTIC MUSIC FEST » Melvin 
Seals, others set to perform at   
benefit show in Petaluma.  D1

NFL HALL OF FAMER » Ex-49er 
Owens plans to celebrate being 
inducted in his own way.   C1
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Riders fly through the air above the midway on the Wave Swinger during the opening day of the Sonoma County Fair. Thursday was a free day for 
children at the fair, which is themed “Salute to Heroes” in recognition of those who helped battle the October wildfires.

Swinging good fun
SONOMA COUNTY FAIR » ‘Salute to Heroes’ theme features  
exhibits honoring first responders who battled the October wildfires

The fairgrounds in Santa 
Rosa came to life Thursday 
for the start of  the 11-day 

Sonoma County Fair, which 
will highlight the region’s deep 
agricultural roots while honor-
ing first responders who battled 
October’s deadly wildfires. 

This year’s fair, themed 
“Salute to Heroes,” mixes fa-
vorites — such as horse racing, 
concerts and a bustling carnival 
— with new features, including 
an exhibit about first respond-
ers and a “Seasons of  Sonoma” 
exhibit at the Hall of  Flowers to 
pay homage to local resilience. 

The fair last year drew 
140,839 paid attendees. Organiz-
ers hope to see a 5 to 10 percent 
increase in paid attendance this 
year, CEO Becky Bartling said. 

Thursday — a free day for 
kids — brought in 10,000 to 
11,000 attendees, about on par 
with last year, Deputy Manager 
Kaitlyn Findley-Thorn said. 
Paid attendance figures were 
not available. Last year’s paid 
attendance for opening night 
was 6,618, according to Findley-
Thorn.

Gleeful screams Thursday 
spilled from the midway, and 
the saccharine scent of  cotton 

Lagunitas releases THC-infused drink
As the marijuana industry 

ramps up in California and other 
states in the aftermath of  legaliza-
tion, brewers are seizing an oppor-
tunity to collaborate on cannabis 
drink products to capitalize on this 
burgeoning and potentially lucra-
tive sector.

At the forefront is Lagunitas 
Brewing Co. of  Petaluma, which 
has partnered with CannaCraft 
of  Santa Rosa to produce a THC-
infused sparkling beverage. The 
new product, which hit the market 
Monday, is flying off the shelves at 
licensed California dispensaries, 
said Bill Silver, chief  executive 
officer of  CannaCraft, which 
produces vape cartridges, oils, 

drinks and edibles from cannabis 
bought from local growers.

“We had to limit the product to 
two per person so people wouldn’t 
be upset that we ran out,” said 
Brandon Levine, owner of  the Mer-
cy Wellness dispensary in Cotati. 
“If  not, we would have sold out in 
an hour.”

Emily, left, and Izabella McClintock prepare their rabbits for exhibit at 
the Sonoma County Fair. 
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Petaluma-based 
beer company 
partners with 
CannaCraft, 
seeking to lead 
way in cannabis 
beverages

INSIDE See results from horse races on opening day of county fair / C7  ■  ONLINE See more photos from midway and Hall of Flowers at pressdemocrat.com

State set 
to fight 
EPA over 
fuel rules  

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration pushed ahead 
Thursday with plans to unravel 
the federal government’s most 
effective action to fight climate 
change — aggressive fuel econ-
omy standards aimed at getting 
the nation’s cars and trucks to 
average more than 50 miles per 
gallon by 2025.

After months of  discussion 
and drafts, the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency and the 
National Highway Traffic Safe-
ty Administration formally 
unveiled their plan to rewrite 
those rules and replace them 
with some so lax that even auto-
makers are wary.

The administration’s plan 
would freeze mileage targets in 
2020 for six years. It would also 
move to end California’s power 
to set its own tougher green-
house gas emissions standards 
and nullify the state mandate 
that automakers sell a specified 
number of  electric vehicles.

EPA officials sought to por-
tray the proposal as the admin-
istration’s opening bid in a ne-
gotiation with California. State 
officials, however, denounced 
the plan as too extreme and 
threatened to fight it in court. 
California and the 13 other 
states that follow its more strin-
gent rules say the Clean Air 
Act empowers them to keep the 
Obama-era standards in place 
in their markets.

Together, California and the 
other 13 states account for more 

California threatens 
lawsuit to defend its 
own clean-air standards
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Hot, dry conditions raise fear

Residents in a large section of  Lake-
port were allowed to return home Thurs-
day for the first time in four days as a 
raging wildfire moved away from the be-
leaguered city, but firefighters braced for 
dangerous conditions today that could 
fuel an outbreak of  explosive fires across 
the region as forecasters issued a red flag 

warning for much of  the North Coast.
Gusty winds of  up to 30 mph will strafe 

the region, temperatures will rise and 
humidity levels will plummet, accord-
ing to the National Weather Service. The 
treacherous mix of  dry, hot, windy con-
ditions that feed fires triggered a red flag 
warning that will begin at 11 a.m. today 
and last until 11 p.m. Saturday.

“Those weather predictions are the 
most concerning things for us,” Lake 
County Sheriff Brian Martin said. “Be-
cause fires have been moving for basical-
ly two reasons: the wind and the fuel.” 

The two wildfires burning along the 

RED FLAG WARNING » As some 
Lakeport residents return home, 
crews on edge over new blazes 
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An air tanker 
drops flame  
retardant in 
front of ad-
vancing flames 
of the River fire 
Thursday on 
Scotts Valley 
Road near 
Lakeport. Resi-
dents from part 
of the town 
were allowed 
to return home 
Thursday.
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