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Dungeness crab sales fall 44%
Season cut short because
of toxic algae bloom;
landings down by a third
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A historic delay in the 2015-16
Dungeness crab season reduced
statewide commercial landings
by more than a third this year
and cut into gross sales off the
boat by about 44 percent, according to preliminary figures from

the state.
Bodega Bay, one of nine key
commercial ports between Morro
Bay and Crescent City, mirrored
the sharp statewide downturn,
with Dungeness landings down
37 percent from the previous season, to 1.8 million pounds, according to early calculations.
The figures, from the state Department of Fish and Wildlife,
offer the first postseason look at
a grim year for the normally lucrative commercial Dungeness
fishery — the state’s second-most
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valuable, worth about $60 million
in most years.
Gross sales last season for the
crab fleet topped $33 million,
about 45 percent of the 5-year
average, according to state Sen.
Mike McGuire, D-Healdsburg,
chairman of the Legislature’s
Joint Committee on Fisheries and
Aquaculture. That figure could
rise slightly once final numbers
are in for July, the end of what
is normally a seven and a halfTURN TO CRAB » PAGE A2
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LUMBER SHIPWRECKS » Divers, archaeologists hunt for remains
of sunken vessels in ‘doghole ports’ on the Sonoma Coast

Trump
donors
make up
ground
By NICHOLAS CONFESSORE
NEW YORK TIMES
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Searching for seaports

California State Parks senior archaeologist Richard Fitzgerald documents locations of artifacts found from an old seaport at Fort Ross Cove.
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teel bones of the steamship
Pomona lie scattered on the
rocky bottom of Fort Ross
Cove, one of nearly 100 shipwrecks
along the rugged Sonoma County
coast, where the drowned relics
once served in the region’s dominant trade route dating to the
mid-1800s.
The 225-foot steel-hulled vessel,
which struck a rock en route from
San Francisco to Eureka and sank
in the cove in 1908, is one of three
wrecks near Fort Ross, a historic
state park that was once a thriving
center of the lumber trade. At the
time, the coast from Bodega Head to
Sea Ranch was dotted with 11 small
ports, where stout vessels took on
loads of milled redwood from local
forests.
Many of the lumber ships and
others, including the Pomona, fell
victim to rough seas, foul weather
and the unyielding coast.
Now, a 30-member team of experts, including divers and archaeologists, is surveying those sites by
land and water, intent on charting
a detailed record of the small ports
established in the mid-1800s to
transport lumber milled from towering redwoods to San Francisco
and destinations as far away as the
East Coast, Asia and Australia.

Donald Trump all but erased
his
enormous
fundraising
disadvantage against Hillary
Clinton in the span of just two
months,
according to fig- GROWING
ures released RIFT
by his cam- GOP leaders irate
paign Wednes- over Trump
day, converting refusing to
the passion of endorse Paul
his core follow- Ryan / B1
ers into a flood
of small donations on a scale
rarely seen in national politics.
Trump and the Republican
National Committee raised
$64 million through a joint digital and mail effort in July, according to his campaign, the
bulk of it from small donations.
All told, Trump and his party brought in $82 million last
month, only slightly behind
Clinton’s $90 million, and ended
with $74 million on hand, suggesting he might now have the
resources to compete with Clinton in the closing stretch of the
campaign.

Researcher: Curiosity may
sway our political thinking
By CHRIS MOONEY
WASHINGTON POST

Mariners of the era joked that
the so-called “doghole ports,” some
now set aside as parks and others
known as diving sites, were barely large enough for a dog to turn
around.
The remnants today are difficult
to spot or even imagine.
At Fort Ross, which today appears as a bucolic seascape setting,
a towering wooden chute was built
in 1869 to slide lumber from the
top of the bluff on the north side
of the cove onto wooden schooners
that maneuvered close to the rocky

shore. At a time when travel by
wagons on dirt trails was arduous,
Fort Ross Cove was a major commercial center, with deeper water
and more shelter from wind than
any other inlet from San Francisco
to Eureka.
Spotted harbor seals sprawled
Tuesday on near-shore rocks bearing iron rings that once anchored
the lumber loading chute.
Remains of the steel-hulled
Pomona, built at a San Francisco

Divers from NOAA
finish up an exploration of Fort Ross
Cove as they search
for remnants of a
seaport.
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Even when it comes to the
most objective source of information there is — science —
people can’t be objective.
Rather, there is overwhelming evidence that we are “biased
information processors” who
engage in “motivated reasoning” to try to bend facts about
the world to comport with what
we want to believe. And research has shown that even how
people think about science is not
immune to this — with a classic
example being Sen. James Inhofe, R-Okla., bringing a snowball into Congress during the
2015 winter to challenge climate
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