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DEVICE EXPLODES IN GUERNEVILLE: Suspect 
questioned but not arrested after blast in 
Safeway parking lot, sheriff officials say / A3
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THICKER THAN SMOKE » Many 
storytellers share emotional 
tales on surviving wildfires. A3

49ERS SHERMAN HURT » Pulled  
hamstring puts cornerback on 
sidelines at training camp.  C1

HALL OF FLOWERS » Blooming 
green thumb joins pros with 
display garden at fair.   D1
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Diana Breslich, who pauses on the patio that was once level to the ground beside her pool before the Tubbs fire, contends FEMA contractors 
removed an excessive amount of soil during the excavation cleanup. She’s facing a $50,000 expense on soil to refill in the property, she says. 

Survivors struggle after 
properties overscraped

County steps in to help residents facing denied cases on debris removal

After the rubble was cleared from Diana 
Breslich’s burned property in the hills 
northeast of  Santa Rosa early this year, 

she identified two major problems with the work: 
Crews extracted too much soil, and they removed 
or damaged her two septic tanks.

So Breslich, who participated in the public 
debris cleanup launched after the October fires, 
turned back to the government for help. Officials 
had said damage caused by debris removal would 
be fixed, and she thought she had a strong case, 
especially given that her built-in pool had become 
an elevated “island” — a stark example of  how 
deeply her property was scraped.

“Anybody who’s ever seen the site keeps say-
ing, ‘Oh yeah, yours was overexcavated,’ ” said 
Breslich, 72.

Then came the letter. 
Addressed “Dear Fire Survivor” and signed by 

officials from the Federal Emergency Management 
Breslich says FEMA contractors damaged her septic tanks while clearing dirt from the 
property on Crystal Springs Court in Santa Rosa.

Prison terms for 3 in fraud case

SAN FRANCISCO  — Two former 
senior executives at Sonoma Valley 
Bank and an attorney for one of  its 
biggest borrowers were sentenced 
to prison Friday for their roles in 
defrauding the bank, costing taxpay-

ers and investors millions of  dollars 
when it collapsed in 2010.

Sean Cutting, the bank’s former 
president and CEO, and Brian Mel-
land, its former vice president and 
chief  loan officer, each received 
eight-year sentences from U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Susan Illston.

David Lonich, an attorney in-
volved in the loans that destroyed 
the bank, was sentenced to 6½ years 
in prison.

The sentences capped an emo-
tional hearing where bank inves-

tors asked the judge to hold the men 
accountable for the collapse, while 
their attorneys painted them as hon-
orable family men trying to save a 
cherished community institution 
during an unprecedented financial 
meltdown.

“I would like you to send a mes-
sage that as a community, we do 
not accept the looting of  our institu-
tions by the greedy or the careless,” 
Denise Adams, whose family lost 
$42,000 when the bank’s stock im-
ploded, urged the judge.

Adams said her father had invest-
ed the money in the bank’s stock to 
help her son go to college. Financial 
pressures, in part because of  the 
loss, forced her son to drop out of  
school.

“My dad felt guilty until the day 
he died that the investment went 
south,” Adams said.

Supporters for the men, through 
letters read by their attorneys, asked 
the judge to view the men’s actions 
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OCTOBER WILDFIRES » COMPLAINTS PILING UP Winds 
prompt 
spread 
of fires 

The return of  severe fire 
weather fanned flames in Lake 
County on Friday and forced 
new evacuation orders affect-
ing thousands of  people, with 
firefighters bracing for what 
was expected to be another dif-
ficult day, the ninth since a vol-
atile pair of  wildfires ignited in 
neighboring Mendocino County.   

As forecast, the gusty winds 
and low humidity helped fuel 
another large 
run of  the two 
M e n d o c i n o 
Complex fires, 
which grew 
to a combined 
157,450  acres. 
Nearly 90 
s t r u c t u r e s 
have been destroyed, including 
41 homes, though officials cau-
tioned that a closer evaluation 
of  damage in some areas had 
only just begun. 

More than 9,000 structures 
remain under threat, Cal Fire 
reported, and more than 16,000 
people remain under mandato-
ry evacuation orders, according 
to Lake and Mendocino County 
sheriff’s offices.

Friday’s weather fed another 
display of  extreme fire growth 
in Lake County, which has seen 
more than a third of  its land-
scape burn in wildfires over the 
past three years. The scars now 
nearly ring Clear Lake at the 
county’s center, with the heavi-
est damage on the southern and 
southeastern end, where a dev-
astating series of  fires raged in 
2015.  

The new evacuations cov-
ered communities on the lake’s 
northeastern shore, including 
Lucerne, Clearlake Oaks and 
Pepperwood Grove, all threat-
ened by the larger Ranch fire, 
which has been pushing east 
and south through the Mendoci-
no National Forest and other ru-
ral, lightly settled terrain. 

It churned through an 

Thousands more ordered 
to flee in Lake County as 
crews brace for bad day
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AIDING PETS 
DURING FIRES
Rescuers in Lake 
County working 
around the clock 
to help animal 
owners / A3
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