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ENDANGERED FISH ON 
THE BRINK: The prolonged  
drought could wipe out the 
delta smelt, which has been 
in trouble for years / A3

UKIAH RUNNER  
MAKING STRIDES

Lauren Wallace is proving she’s a serious contender for US Olympic team Sports

GUILTY VERDICT IN 
SR MOTEL SLAYING
Murder convictions for pair 
involved in shooting of Marin 
man over pot sale Empire

Petaluma’s CamelBak sold for $412M

Toll: 67,000 
acres burned; 
at 20-percent 
containment
Evacuations: 
1,200 ordered 
to flee; 10,000  
issued warnings
Online: For 
video, photos 
and updates, 
go to press 
democrat.
com
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Gabino Calleja, right, a National Parks firefighter, and Tyler O’Reilly, a firefighter with the U.S. Forest Service and National Parks, spray 
down smoldering landscape on the north finger of the Rocky fire on Tuesday near Clearlake Oaks.

Gains in Rocky fire

Firefighters took advantage of  cooler 
temperatures and a light drizzle Tues-
day as they stepped up containment of  
the 67,000-acre Rocky fire, establishing 
solid lines around 20 percent of  the 
blaze during what was the calmest day 
for crews since the fire began a week 
ago. 

The progress was considered a big 
break in the battle against the state’s 
largest blaze, which until Tuesday had 
been nearly uncontrollable, racing over 
rural properties and wildland, burning 
more than 50 structures, and as late 

as Monday, jumping a major highway 
firefighters had hoped to use to halt the 
advance.  

The fire burned an additional 
3,000  acres Tuesday, expanding in the 
wildland north of  Highway 20 near 
where it jumped the road Monday after-
noon. 

After the exponential growth at the 
fire’s perimeter over the weekend, fire 
officials signaled they were content 
with the gains Tuesday. 

“The weather is cooperating and 
acreage is not going up significantly,” 
said Paul Lowenthal, a Santa Rosa as-
sistant fire marshal who is supervising 

Eduardo Olmedo trims vines Tuesday at Shannon Ridge Vineyards 
in Clearlake Oaks as smoke from the Rocky fire hangs in the air.

Petaluma-based CamelBak Prod-
ucts, which makes innovative water 
packs used by thirsty hikers, bicy-
clists and soldiers around the world, 
has been sold to a Utah company 
for $412  million, the new owners an-
nounced Tuesday.

The 26-year-old company, which is 

one of  the better-known brands based 
in Sonoma County, was acquired by 
Vista Outdoor, a Clearfield, Utah, 
company that is amassing a growing 
stable of  brands in the market for out-
door products and shooting sports.

CamelBak will remain headquar-
tered in Petaluma and its 300 employ-
ees will be integrated into a division 
of  Vista Outdoor. Sally McCoy, Cam-
elBak’s chief  executive officer, will re-
main with Vista, the new owners said.

“CamelBak helps strengthen and 
expand Vista Outdoor’s presence in 
the outdoor sports and recreation 
market,” Mark DeYoung, Vista Out-
door’s chairman and chief  executive 

officer, said in a statement.
Founded in Texas in 1989, Camel-

Bak moved to Sonoma County in 1999 
and grew quickly under a succession 
of  owners. Compass Diversified Hold-
ings, a Westport, Conn., investment 
fund, purchased the business in 2011 
for $258.6  million and expects to re-
cord a gain of  $150 million to $170 mil-
lion on the sale, according to a compa-
ny statement.

A spokeswoman for Vista Outdoor 
declined further comment about 
CamelBak’s operations in Petaluma, 
citing a blackout period before the 
company’s quarterly earnings report 

Utah-based company buys maker 
of hydration packs; headquarters, 
300 employees to stay in county 

By ROBERT DIGITALE and PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Wineries on defense as 
fears swell over smoke

Normally, Lake County 
vintners would spend the first 
week of  August gearing up for 
the oncoming harvest. Now, 
they find themselves clearing 
brush to protect their vine-
yards from flames and keeping 
a wary eye on clouds of  nox-
ious smoke that could taint the 
taste of  their valuable grapes.

As of  Tuesday, Lake Coun-
ty wineries and vineyards 
had escaped the brunt of  the 
Rocky fire, the largest wild-
fire in California. There have 
been no reports of  damage 
to the county’s wine indus-
try, though vintners are on 
edge from the unpredictable 
blaze that has spewed massive 
plumes of  smoke and ash over 
Lake County since it erupted 
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By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Petaluma-based CamelBak, maker of hydration 
packs for recreational and military use, has been 
bought by Vista Outdoor Inc.  
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Cooler weather aids containment efforts in 67,000-acre blaze GOP  
DEBATES
WHEN:  
2 and 6 p.m. 
Thursday
WHERE: 
Cleveland
CHANNEL: 
FOX, KTVU 2

DEBATERS IN PRIME TIME: 
Jeb Bush, clockwise from top left, 
Donald Trump, Scott Walker,  Ted 
Cruz, Rand Paul, Marco Rubio,  
Ben Carson, Mike Huckabee, 
Chris Christie and John Kasich

Kasich in, 
Perry out 
of GOP 
debate

Gov. John Kasich of  Ohio is 
in and former Gov. Rick Perry 
of  Texas is out of  Fox News’ Re-
publican debate Thursday night 
in Cleveland, offi-
cials with the net-
work said Tues-
day, resolving the 
mystery of  which 
l o w e r - p o l l i n g 
candidates would 
make the cut for 
the first debate 
of  the 2016 presi-
dential contest.

The network 
announced the 10 candidates 
who will have a podium spot 
for the main forum, which is 
expected to draw wide national 
viewership and give an invalu-
able platform to the candidates 

Top 10 candidates will face 
off Thursday; earlier forum 
planned for remaining 7

By MAGGIE HABERMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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