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MONITORING THE WEATHER: Meghan Ewing checks the high and low temperature Friday in an old weather station at Hallberg Butterfly Gardens in Graton. 
Sonoma County has nine weather stations where temperature readings and precipitation levels are recorded and archived daily.

Tradition of tracking 
SR climate in jeopardy 

Agency on hunt for volunteer to monitor rainfall, temperatures in city

Jeff Sessions

Sessions: 
Probes 
of leaks 
tripled

WASHINGTON  — Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions said Fri-
day that the Justice Depart-
ment has more than tripled the 
number of  leak investigations 
compared with the number that 
were ongoing 
at the end of  
the last admin-
istration, of-
fering the first 
public confir-
mation of  the 
breadth of  the 
department’s 
efforts to crack 
down on unau-
thorized disclosures of  sensitive 
information.

The announcement seemed 
designed both to reassure the 
president, who has criticized 
the attorney general of  being 
“weak” on leak investigations, 
and to scare government 

A 125-year tradition of  collecting 
official weather data in the city 
of  Santa Rosa is at risk of  fading 

away unless an able and willing volun-
teer steps up to continue the legacy.

It’s not a particularly hard duty to 
fulfill. Thousands of  people around the 
country do it every day as participants 
in the National Weather Service Cooper-
ative Observer Program.

But the right candidate for Santa Rosa 
needs to be available at 4 p.m. daily, 
day-in and day-out, or have a reliable 
back-up, to read the data manually in 
order to maintain a consistent record of  
observations for long-term comparisons 
and trend analysis, the National Weath-
er Service said.

“People who are commuting home at 
that hour? That wouldn’t work,” meteo-
rologist Steve Anderson, a manager of  
the cooperative observer program.

Sonoma County has nine weather 
stations where each day’s high and low 
temperatures and 24-hour precipitation 
levels are recorded and archived for 
posterity, forming an official record and 

a source for daily weather reports. 
A tenth one is due to come online in 

Healdsburg later this month, where the 
post has been vacant since 2013.

Many of  the stations are set up at pub-
lic institutions such as the Cloverdale 
Fire Department, the Petaluma Munici-
pal Airport, Fort Ross State Park and the 
General Vallejo Home in Sonoma.

But others are operated by private 
citizens who have offered their services 
over the years, becoming part of  a civil-
ian network about 12,000-strong.

Perhaps none has the longevity of  
local butterfly maven Louise Hallberg, 
who died in February at the age of  100 
after hosting generations of  school 
children and other visitors at her garden 
in Graton.

As part of  her interest in natural 
sciences and history, Hallberg was a ded-
icated weather observer, meticulously 
recording the temperature and rainfall 
data for Graton every day from 1968 “up 
until the day she passed,” Anderson 
said.

Her father, Alfred Hallberg, had kept 
weather records for himself  from 1930 

County jail still notifying ICE 

A month after the Sonoma 
County Sheriff’s Office planned 
to initiate a new policy to limit 
cooperation with federal immi-
gration authorities at the coun-
ty jail, changes have been put on 
indefinite hold and the depart-

ment is still responding to all 
notification requests made by 
federal agents seeking to deport 
undocumented immigrants.

The early retirement of  Sher-
iff Steve Freitas, unfunded costs 
of  implementing the proposed 
policy change and pending legis-
lation in Sacramento are factors 
behind the stalled implementa-
tion.

The future of  the policy will 
now fall on the shoulders of  Act-
ing Sheriff Rob Giordano, who 
took on the role after Freitas’ 

departure Monday. 
“Sheriff Freitas had his view 

on public safety and immigra-
tion enforcement and his pro-
posed policy change was based 
on that view,” said Assistant 
Sheriff Randall Walker, who 
oversees the Sonoma County 
Jail. “Now, he’s gone and we 
have Rob (Giordano) as acting 
sheriff. He needs to weigh in 
with his views.”

County supervisors are slat-
ed to vote Aug. 22 on Giorda-
no’s appointment to serve the 

remaining 15 months of  Freitas’ 
term. He is expected to be grilled 
about his views on cooperating 
with Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement at the jail.

“Obviously, we respect the 
sheriff’s independence, but we 
want to make sure the sheriff’s 
policy is consistent with the 
resolutions and messages we’ve 
made as a board,” said Shirlee 
Zane, chairwoman of  the Sono-
ma County Board of  Supervi-
sors. 

The Sheriff’s Office is still 

giving ICE the date and time 
— upon request — that undoc-
umented inmates will be re-
leased, even when they are not 
convicted of  crimes. 

In the first seven months 
of  2017, the Sheriff’s Office re-
ceived 164 notification requests 
from ICE and responded to 
139. The difference of  25 corre-
sponds to individuals still in jail 
as of  July 31. If  they have been 
released since that time, ICE 

Change in Sheriff’s Office 
policy on undocumented 
inmates on hold for now
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AG confirms publicly  
extent of crackdown on 
unauthorized disclosures
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RECORDING RAINFALL: Ewing checks a rain gauge  
Friday at Hallberg Butterfly Gardens in Graton. The  
overnight precipitation left a trace of water in the gauge. 
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