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INSIDE

DREAMS FULFILLED » At Sonoma 
Community Center, NY transplant 
shows he’s a Renaissance man.  D1

RESCUING RAPTORS » Petaluma 
group makes it its mission to save, 
rehabilitate injured hawks.   T1

THICKER THAN SMOKE » Paisley, 
Hunt visit Glen Ellen firefighters 
to praise efforts before RP show. A3

Facing multibillion-dollar claims 
for damage done by last year’s North-
ern California wildfires, PG&E is 
pushing for a state-authorized financ-
ing plan to cover liability claims and 
compensate survivors, proposing the 

utility’s ratepayers pick up the tab.
The concept, known as securiti-

zation, is embodied in a bill by an 
East Bay assemblyman and has 
full-throated backing from the util-
ity, which has recently spent nearly 
$1.7 million lobbying state officials.

Assembly Bill 33 is expressly de-
signed to facilitate prompt settle-
ment of  damage claims from the 
2017 fires, according to its support-
ers. It would allow PG&E to sell 
state-authorized bonds to finance 
billions of  dollars in wildfire dam-

ages, with the utility’s millions of  
customers paying for them through 
charges on their power bills.

Steve Malnight, PG&E’s senior 
vice president for strategy and pol-
icy, said it is “the right vehicle” to 
balance the need to compensate fire 
victims with “maintaining customer 
cost at a manageable level.”

“The laws that were built for yes-
terday are just not going to be suffi-
cient for the risks that we face today 
and tomorrow,” Malnight said last 
week in a meeting with The Press 

Democrat’s editorial board.
But critics, including a Santa Rosa 

attorney representing survivors and 
a 45-year-old San Francisco utility 
watchdog, say AB 33 grants an un-
justified bailout for PG&E, which 
faces more than 200 lawsuits from 
thousands of  fire survivors as well 
as local governments related to the 
October fires.

State Sen. Bill Dodd, a Napa Dem-
ocrat who represents thousands of  

Bill seeks to repay PG&E’s losses
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OCTOBER WILDFIRES » Critics 
say ratepayer financing 
amounts to utility ‘bailout’ 
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Bill 
Dodd
Napa Democratic 
lawmaker has called 
AB 33 “incredibly 
flawed”
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JAMES GORE: “So many of my best memories involve the river. Jumping off the pontoon diving board at Memorial Beach, 
fishing for steelhead. I spent hours, whole days on the water with my friends,” says the 4th District Sonoma County Supervisor.

Watershed 
Moment

“I think the Russian River of the future is going to be  
a much richer, healthier, more biodiverse system.”
CRAIG ANDERSON, executive director and co-founder for Santa Rosa-based LandPaths

It has been a beloved 
summer destination for 
generations of  families and 

a prized fishery for steelhead 
trout and salmon. It has been 
mined, diverted and dammed, 
tapped for its water and used 
as a sewer. The Russian River 
has rampaged during torrential 
winter storms and shrunk to 
a tepid trickle during drought. 
And through it all it has re-
mained a central and unifying 
emblem of  Sonoma County. 
Over the past century, we have 
loved and ignored it, feared 
and exploited it. It has been 
declared moribund, dead even 
— but it rolls on.

The long days of  summer 
breathe life into the river’s 
towns, bringing crowds of  
sunbathers, swimmers and 
boaters to its shores. Music 
festivals beckon, friends and 
relatives reunite and the 
river’s cooling waters serve 

Stewards come 
together to shape 
healthier and  
brighter future 
for Russian River
By GLEN MARTIN
FOR THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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SUKI WATERS: “Our Living Classrooms Project is 
particularly important for creating the next generation of 
advocates and guardians ...,” says group’s founder.

This story was originally 
published in the July/August 
issue of Sonoma Magazine.

More 
flee fires 
as winds  
kick up

A pair of  explosive wildfires 
burning across Lake County 
raged further into their second 
week Saturday, forcing new 
evacuations as dry and windy 
weather fueled growth in the 
blazes, now one of  the largest 
infernos in California history.

The Ranch and River 
fires swelled to more than 
229,000  acres 
by Satur-
day evening, 
up from 
157,450  acres 
on Friday, 
with most of  
the growth in 
national for-
est and lightly 
settled land 
north and east 
of  Clear Lake. 
Still, mandato-
ry evacuation 
orders now stretch across three 
counties: Lake, Mendocino and 
Colusa, where a total of  about 
17,000 people have been told to 
flee.

Known as the Mendocino 
Complex fires, they currently 
rank as the sixth-largest confla-
grations ever in California, just 
behind the Zaca fire that burned 
in Santa Barbara County in 
2007. The Ranch and River fires 
have destroyed 104 structures, 
including 55 homes, and contin-
ue to threaten 15,300 more, Cal 

By J.D. MORRIS 
AND MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Lake County blazes now 
rank as sixth-largest 
inferno in state history
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INSIDE
 ■ Thick smoke 

from massive 
Ferguson fire 
leaves Yosemite 
empty at peak 
season / A8

 ■ Brown calls on 
Trump to help 
state combat and 
recover from dev-
astating season of 
fires  / A9
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