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Wildfires breaking records

Donald Trump

Focus of 
sit-down 
was on 
Clinton

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump said Sunday that 
a Trump Tower meeting be-
tween top campaign aides and a 
Kremlin-connected lawyer was 
designed to “get information on 
an opponent” — the starkest ac-
knowledgment yet that a state-
ment he dictated last year about 
the encounter was misleading. 
Trump made the comment in 
a tweet Sunday morning that 
was intended to be a defense of  
the June 2016 meeting and the 
role his son Donald Trump Jr.'s 
played in hosting it. The presi-
dent claimed that it was “totally 
legal” and of  the sort “done all 
the time in politics.”

But the tweet also served as 
an admission that the Trump 
team had not been forthright 
when Trump Jr. issued a state-
ment in July 2017 saying that 
the meeting had been primarily 
about the adoption of  Russian 
children.

That statement is being scru-
tinized by the special counsel, 
Robert Mueller, who is exam-
ining a broad array of  Trump’s 
tweets and public statements 
to determine whether he made 
them as part of  an effort to de-
ceive investigators.

People close to the president 
believe that he may be increas-
ing his legal jeopardy by con-
tinuing to speak publicly about 
sensitive matters even as his 
campaign is under investigation 
for possible conspiracy with 
Russia and he himself  is under 
scrutiny for possible obstruc-
tion of  justice. 

Just last week, Trump said in 
a tweet that Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions should shut down 
the special counsel investiga-
tion.

While the president tried 
again Sunday to portray the 
Trump Tower meeting as rou-

With communities protected but miles 
of  forests standing on the edge of  flames, 
the 10-day-old infernos in Lake County 
together have reached the top ranks of  
major California wildfires.

The two blazes, jointly known as the 
Mendocino Complex fires, grew Sun-
day by nearly 38,000 acres to encompass 

267,000 acres, according to Cal Fire. That 
ranks them as the fourth largest wildfire 
in state history.

The largest fire, last December’s 
Thomas fire in Ventura and Santa Bar-
bara counties, was nearly 282,000 acres, 
or just 15,000 more than the Lake County 
fires.

Those numbers sound sobering for a 
North Coast that already has suffered the 
most destructive fire in state history: last 
October’s Tubbs fire, which destroyed 
5,600 structures and caused 22 deaths. 
That blaze was part of  a series of  North 

Having burned 267,000 acres, 
Mendocino Complex fires now
4th largest in California history
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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President acknowledges 
son met Russians about 
dirt offered on opponent
By MICHAEL D. SHEAR  
AND MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT
NEW YORK TIMES
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A U.S. Air Force plane 
drops fire retardant 
on a burning hillside 
Sunday in the Ranch 
Fire in Clearlake 
Oaks. State Sen. Mike 
McGuire, D-Healds-
burg, said there’s a 
high likelihood it will 
eclipse the Thomas 
fire and become 
the largest in state 
history.  
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Kaiser doctor Daniel Ayala-Ortiz, middle, of Kaiser’s family residency program puts patient Rachel Friedman through a mobility test Thursday in 
Santa Rosa.  At right is Rachel Friedman, who is helping to mentor Ortiz.

Kaiser trains family docs
SANTA ROSA » Medical provider’s new residency program, opened in 
June, hosts physicians who could improve region’s access to primary care 

Dr. Elia Cole got her first introduc-
tion to Santa Rosa last December, 
when the hillsides to the east were 

still blackened and thousands of  residen-
tial and commercial lots in the northern 
part of  the city were littered with fire 
debris.

Cole, 30, came to interview for a slot in 
Kaiser Permanente’s new family medi-
cine residency program. Ever since, she’s 
fallen in love with the fire-scarred city and 
the people in it.

“Since coming here, I’ve met a lot of  
people who have lost homes,” Cole said. 
“It’s just inspiring to me, as a human 
being, the ability to move forward with 
a sense of  optimism in the wake of  such 
substantial loss.”

Cole, who is from upstate New York, 
received her medical degree from Pacific 
Northwest University of  Health Scienc-
es-College of  Osteopathic Medicine. The 
optimism and resiliency she witnessed 
among both local Kaiser staff and patients 
in the aftermath of  the fire played a big 
role in her decision to join the Kaiser resi-
dency program.

Kaiser’s model of  integrated medicine, 
which brings together multiple aspects 
of  medical care into a single system, was 
another reason Cole chose the residency 
program.

By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Kaiser doctor Patricia Hiserote, left, trains Kaiser’s family residency doctor Elia Cole on patient 
phone appointments in Santa Rosa.

“It’s just inspiring to me, as a human being, the 
ability to move forward with a sense of optimism  
in the wake of such substantial loss.”
ELIA COLE, resident in Kaiser’s family medicine residency program, on coming 
to work in Santa Rosa 


