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Jerika Guerne poses for a portrait along Fourth Street in Guerneville on Thursday. Guerne recently launched the Facebook page, West County 
Designated Drivers in Memory of Little Mikey, after losing a close friend in a fatal crash.

Driven to volunteer
GUERNEVILLE » A friend’s fatal car crash stirred one woman to launch 
a group offering night rides home for anyone not sober enough to drive

Behind 
semester 
of hate in  
Berkeley

Last semester’s protests at 
UC Berkeley challenged liberal 
presumptions about who ex-
actly the good guys were. An-
ti-fascists, or Antifa, clad like 
ninjas and hellbent on silencing 
a speaker (provocateur Milo 
Yiannopoulos), smashed win-
dows and set fires. Clashes with 
right-wingers erupted again at 
rallies in March and April in 
support of  free speech (a “messy 
pepper spray mosh pit,” as one 
anti-fascist described it).

The Antifa collective, fueled 
by an emboldened right wing, 
has become a growing sub-
culture, particularly on West 
Coast campuses. Fearful of  be-
ing doxxed (having personal 
information posted online) by 
“alt-right trolls,” anti-fascists 
are cautious about their iden-
tity. Most don’t even communi-
cate over social media or phone. 
And many protest as a black 
bloc, a tactic ascribed to 1980s 
Germany in which a group pro-
tests anonymously, faces con-
cealed by T-shirts, bandannas 
or masks to avoid detection and 
protect from pepper spray.

Antifa is actually more label 
than organization, its believers 
connected by calls to action on 
websites like It’s Going Down. 
Anarchist, communist or just 
liberal, they oppose fascism 
with militant zeal. But some 
formalize into affinity groups 
like the Pastel Bloc; dressed in 
pastels — a play on the head-to-
toe uniform of  black bloc — they 
offer medical attention during 

It’s too late to do anything to get 
Mikey Solano home safely.

But in his memory, friends 
from lower Russian River communi-
ties around Guerneville have formed 
an alliance they hope will prevent 
the kind of  tragic crash that cost the 
21-year-old Cazadero man his life.

Their campaign is just a few days 
old. But already, more than 950 peo-
ple have joined up, rushing to offer 
their names and numbers to post 

online and at local drinking venues 
as designated drivers for anyone 
who may not be sober enough to 
drive themselves.

The outpouring of  support for 
West County Designated Drivers has 
been overwhelming, with dozens 
contributing phone numbers in just 
the first few minutes after Jerika 
Guerne launched the Facebook 
group Tuesday night, after musing 
with friends about how to honor 
the loss of  their friend. “In Memory 
of  Little Mikey” was added to the 
group’s name a few days later.

“I just wanted my friends to know 
that they had a safe place to call to 
get a ride home, and I wanted more 
people to be on board with it so there 
would be plenty of  people available 
if  that service was needed,” Guerne 
said two days later, fighting off tears. 
“I didn’t anticipate how many people 
were going to jump on board. I had 
no clue.”

A nearly lifelong resident of  the 
lower river community and former 
student at El Molino High in Forest-

Right-wing, anti-fascist 
militants explain their 
motives, prepare for fall
By ANDREW BEALE  
AND SONNER KEHRT
NEW YORK TIMES

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Michael
Solano
Cazadero 
resident was 
killed in a July 30 
crash.

China scolds Kim on nukes
MANILA, The Philippines — 

China delivered frank advice to 
North Korea, its outcast neigh-
bor, on Sunday, telling Pyong-
yang to make a “smart decision” 
and stop conducting missile 

launches and nuclear tests.
The statement by Chinese 

Foreign Minister Wang Yi came 
on the heels of  a U.N. Securi-
ty Council decision to impose 
additional sanctions on North 
Korea and its exports, and sug-
gested that the American push 
to further isolate the regime of  

Kim Jung Un is reaping some 
dividends. But Wang also called 
on the United States to dial back 
the tension.

After meeting with North 
Korea’s top diplomat during an 
Association of  Southeast Asian 
Nations gathering here in the 
Philippine capital, Wang said 
that the situation on the Korean 
Peninsula is critical — but that 
it could be a turning point for 
negotiations over North Korea’s 

nuclear proliferation.
“Do not violate the U.N.’s de-

cision or provoke international 
society’s goodwill by conduct-
ing missile launching or nucle-
ar tests,” Wang said after talks 
with Ri Yong Ho, North Korea’s 
foreign minister. Wang, howev-
er, quickly added, “Of  course, 
we would like to urge other par-
ties like the U.S. and South Ko-
rea to stop increasing tensions.”

Secretary of  State Rex Tiller-

son arrived in Manila on Satur-
day night in what State Depart-
ment officials have said will be 
a concerted effort to enlist other 
countries in the campaign to 
get North Korea to abandon its 
missile and nuclear tests. Con-
cern has mounted that North 
Korea is developing its missile 
technology more quickly than 
expected, after tests last month 

NORTH KOREA » Beijing uses Manila conference to 
demand that rogue state halt missile, nuclear tests 
By CAROL MORELLO
WASHINGTON POST
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