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N KOREA ISSUES THREAT: 
Asian country says US 
will ‘pay dearly’ for latest 
round of UN sanctions in 
public statement / A7

INSIDE

US getting hotter, report says

Chanate 
deal gets 
lawsuit
threat

A neighborhood group plans 
to file a lawsuit challenging 
Sonoma County’s sale of  its 
old Santa Rosa 
hospital com-
plex, creating 
another ob-
stacle for the 
controversial 
effort to build 
hundreds of  
housing units 
on the sprawl-
ing property off 
Chanate Road.

In a two-page letter dated 
Monday, an unincorporated 
neighborhood association called 
Friends of  Chanate said they 
will challenge the 82-acre real 
estate deal that was approved 
unanimously last month by the 
Sonoma County Board of  Su-
pervisors.

The letter was signed by Nor-
een Evans, a former state leg-
islator who ran unsuccessfully 
for county supervisor last year 
and who now represents the 
neighborhood association as its 
attorney.

The suit will object to super-
visors’ July 11 vote authorizing 
the sale and “providing parame-
ters for the development” of  the 
property, the letter says. It says 
neighbors will also take aim at 
the county’s determination that 
the sale agreement was exempt 

Transgender camp teaches kids they’re OK

EL CERRITO

In some ways, Rainbow Day 
Camp is very ordinary. Kids 
arrive with a packed lunch, 

make friendship bracelets, play 
basketball, sing songs and get 

silly. But it is also unique, from 
the moment campers arrive 
each morning.

At check-in each day, camp-
ers make a nametag with their 
pronoun of  choice. Some opt for 
“she” or “he.” Or a combination 
of  “she/he.” Or “they,” or no 
pronoun at all. Some change 
their name or pronouns daily, 
to see what feels right.

The camp in the East Bay city 
of  El Cerrito caters to transgen-
der and “gender fluid” children 

ages 4 to 12, making it one of  
the only camps of  its kind in 
the world open to preschoolers, 
experts say. Enrollment has tri-
pled to about 60 young campers 
since it opened three summers 
ago, with kids coming from as 
far as Los Angeles, Washington, 
D.C. — even Africa. 

Plans are underway to open 
a branch next summer in 
Colorado, and the camp has 
been contacted by parents and 
organizations in Atlanta, Se-

attle, Louisiana and elsewhere 
interested in setting up similar 
programs.

On a sunny July morning at 
camp, the theme was “Crazy 
Hair Day,” and 6-year-old Gra-
cie Maxwell was dancing in the 
sunshine as a Miley Cyrus song 
blasted from outdoor speakers.

The freckled, blue-eyed 
blonde wore her hair in a braid 
on one side, a pigtail on the 

WASHINGTON — The aver-
age temperature in the United 
States has risen rapidly and 
drastically since 1980, and recent 
decades have been the warmest 

of  the past 1,500 years, accord-
ing to a sweeping federal climate 
change report awaiting approval 
by the Trump administration.

The draft report by scientists 
from 13 federal agencies, which 
has not yet been made public, 
concludes that Americans are 

feeling the effects of  climate 
change right now. It directly 
contradicts claims by President 
Donald Trump and members 
of  his Cabinet who say that the 
human contribution to climate 
change is uncertain, and that 
the ability to predict the effects 
is limited.

“Evidence for a changing cli-
mate abounds, from the top of  
the atmosphere to the depths of  

the oceans,” a draft of  the report 
states. A copy of  it was obtained 
by the New York Times.

The authors note thousands 
of  studies, conducted by tens 
of  thousands of  scientists, have 
documented climate changes on 
land and in the air. “Many lines 
of  evidence demonstrate that hu-
man activities, especially emis-
sions of  greenhouse (heat-trap-
ping) gases, are primarily 

responsible for recent observed 
climate change,” they wrote.

The report was completed 
this year and is a special science 
section of  the National Climate 
Assessment, which is congres-
sionally mandated every four 
years. The National Academy 
of  Sciences has signed off on the 
draft report, and the authors 

CLIMATE CHANGE » Federal study finds higher 
temperatures, contradicts White House comments
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The wine grape harvest gets underway Monday as Nord Vineyard Service workers pick a Mumm Napa pinot noir vineyard in American Canyon. 

Season kicks into gear
GRAPE HARVEST » FROM THE VINE INTO WINE

Vintners optimistic about crop yields after two years of early starts

The 2017 grape harvest began early 
Monday morning as workers in both 
Napa and Sonoma counties picked 

pinot noir grapes that will be turned into 
premium sparkling wine. 

The small Monday morning pick 
symbolizes the growing season’s culmina-
tion for a crop that has driven the North 
Coast’s economy for generations. 

At dawn, about 40 workers picked 
a block of  the grapes at Green Island 
Vineyard in American Canyon, located 
along the edge of  the Napa River and San 
Pablo Bay. They quickly and efficiently 
harvested the 5 acres of  grapes in about 

three hours under an overcast sky, with a 
few crew leaders giving out instructions in 
Spanish.

In Sonoma County, Gloria Ferrer Caves 
& Vineyards in Sonoma also harvested 
its first crop Monday at the western edge 
of  the Carneros wine region. Iron Horse 
Vineyards in Sebastopol will start its 
harvest today.

“It is rewarding so far because it has 
been a challenging growing season,” said 
Mumm Napa winemaker Ludovic Dervin, 
who will turn Monday’s grapes into bub-
bly that should be ready for sale in about 
three years. Mumm’s wines sell from $25 
to $125 a bottle.

By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Pinot noir grapes lie in a basket at Mumm 
Napa vineyard.
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