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TRIBE DEAL AMENDED: 
County supervisors sign 
off on agreement ensuring 
Lytton tribe casino won’t 
be built near Windsor / A3

INSIDE

COFFEY PARK CHRONICLES »  
Artist’s pendants offer creative 
encouragement after fires.  A3

PLAYING WITH BIG BOYS »  
Windsor golfer Schmuhl gets 
chance at glory in PGA.   C1

GOOD GRAVENSTEINS » With 
local fruit in season, it’s time 
to get to baking pies, more. D1

Hearings 
resume 
on fires, 
utilities  

When a special legislative 
committee held its first pub-
lic hearing in response to the 
North Bay wildfires two weeks 
ago in Sacramento, there were 
eight major wildfires burning 
across California.

When the 10-member bipar-
tisan panel met again Tuesday, 
the number of  conflagrations 
had doubled, and the maraud-
ing Mendocino Complex fires 
had scorched 
more than  
292,000 acres 
in three coun-
ties or more 
than 450 square 
miles.

The hearing, 
however, was 
decidedly low 
key, as repre-
sentatives from 
the state’s big 
three inves-
tor-owned util-
ities and two public power pro-
viders, including Healdsburg’s 
municipal utility, recited the 
steps they have taken and plan 
to take to mitigate future wild-
land blazes.

“There is no normal, there 
is just uncertainty,” state 
Sen. Hannah-Beth Jackson, 
D-Santa Barbara, said as the 
hearing opened, noting she had 
just visited Alaska, packing 
clothes for chilly weather, and 
encountered an unnerving 
series of  75-degree days.

Underscoring California’s 
predicament, Michael Pickler, 
the Public Utilities Commission 
president, said the latest 
mapping showed that 40 percent 
of  the state is in high-risk fire 

Mixed success battling enormous blazes

The massive wildfire that has laid siege 
to a wide swath of  northern Lake County 
since late July continued to expand in sev-
eral directions Tuesday as firefighters made 
stands, seeking once again to keep flames 

from jumping out of  rural for-
estland into more populated ar-
eas where thousands of  homes 
remain in jeopardy.

It was the 12th day of  the 
Mendocino Complex fires — the 
state’s largest active inferno and biggest in 
recorded history — and there were success-
es and setbacks.

Evacuation orders and advisories were 
lifted early in the day along the Highway 20 
corridor including Blue Lakes and Bache-
lor Valley, which had been threatened for 

more than a week by the Ranch 
fire, the larger of  the two blazes. 
By 7 p.m. Tuesday, it stood at 
243,772  acres with just 20 per-
cent containment. 

Evacuation orders were also 
lifted for most of  those in Mendocino Coun-
ty who had been ordered to flee the fires. 
The smaller of  the two blazes, the River fire, 
stood at 48,920 acres late Tuesday and con-
tainment had jumped to 78 percent, up from 

When challenged, PG&E 
says it has spent $15B  
to upgrade equipment
By GUY KOVNER
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MENDOCINO COMPLEX FIRES » 
Crews make stand in some areas 
but Ranch fire continues growing

Hannah-Beth 
Jackson
Democratic state 
senator from 
Santa Barbara

INSIDE
An army of more than 
14,000 firefighters are 
battling 16 major blazes 
across California / A6

SR housing bond plan passes
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Supporters of marijuana farmers, wearing green, and opponents of marijuana plots in their neighborhoods, wearing red, fill the Sonoma County 
Supervisors’ chambers Tuesday. Supervisors advanced revisions to rules governing cannabis businesses and farms outside city limits.

County board supports 
stricter pot farm rules 

Supervisors give preliminary OK to future plots at 10 acres-plus 

Sonoma County supervisors 
Tuesday advanced revi-
sions to rules governing 

cannabis businesses and farms 
outside city limits that would 
include allowing recreational 
sales at dispensaries and lim-
iting most cultivation sites to 
properties 10 acres or larger.

The Board of  Supervisors 
rejected two proposals aimed 
at addressing an increasingly 
contentious debate over where 
outdoor growing should occur 
in Sonoma County. One would 
have allowed neighborhood 
groups to lobby supervisors to 
ban cultivation in their areas on 

a case-by-case basis. The other 
would have enabled cultivators 
to appeal to the board to allow 
cultivation in an area where it’s 
currently prohibited. 

Instead, the board opted to 
balance the interests of  the two 
competing interests — marijua-
na farmers and anti-pot neigh-
borhood groups — by signaling 
support for a more thorough 
permitting process for smaller 
pot farms, which are more likely 
to prompt concerns from neigh-
bors than larger ones, according 
to county officials. 

“I’m hopeful we can come to 
a broad consensus,” Supervisor 
Lynda Hopkins said. “Having James Gore, chairman of the Sonoma County Supervisors, raises the 

56 cards for speakers requesting to speak at a meeting on changes to 
cannabis policies on Tuesday afternoon.

The Santa Rosa City Council 
on Tuesday unanimously sup-
ported a spending plan for the 
$124 million housing bond on 
the November ballot, but only 
after deadlocking on the conten-

tious issue of  how much union 
labor should be used on projects 
built with the money. 

Labor groups had asked the 
council to pass guidelines re-
quiring 30 percent of  the jobs go 
to union workers — 20 percent 
union apprentices and 10 per-
cent journeymen to train them 
— arguing that people building 
the housing should be able to af-
ford to live in it. 

But under pressure from 
business groups including those 

representing nonunion contrac-
tors, the council deadlocked 
3-3 on the full 30 percent union 
requirement. Moments later it 
voted 6-0 to approve a plan ear-
marking 20 percent of  the jobs 
for union apprentices — but no 
job guarantees for union jour-
neymen. 

The ideological impasse, 
which has been simmering for 
weeks, frustrated many of  the 
council members and union 
members who attended the 

meeting. Mayor Chris Coursey 
said it was imperative that the 
disagreement not imperil the 
bond’s chances at the ballot box. 

“We have failed to agree now 
as a group here in this room, but 
I think we can agree this ballot 
measure is good for everyone,” 
Coursey said after the vote. 

It’s unclear how the compro-
mise will sit with labor groups 
and whether it would fuel oppo-
sition to the bond, which would 
raise $124 million for a variety 

of  affordable housing initia-
tives, including building new 
affordable housing, preserving 
existing housing and helping 
fire victims rebuild their homes. 

“I’m deeply disappointed, but 
I’m not surprised,” said Jack 
Buckhorn, executive director of  
the North Bay Labor Council, 
which represents 30,000 workers 
in 71 unions.

Buckhorn and others argued 

Council, labor unions  
remain at odds over 
construction jobs
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