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ROCKY FIRE EVACUEES HEAD HOME: With  
containment of  the wildfire at more than  
60 percent, residents return to Lake County / B1
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ARE HORSES 
SAFE AT RACES?
Animal fatalities on fair circuit appear  
to be occurring more frequently Sports

SPIRITS ON RISE IN COUNTY
Distilleries echo wine, beer boom Business

SKYDIVING IN CLOVERDALE
Red Bull eyes town for contest  Empire

Sonoma turns corner 
with conserving water

Photos by KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

LETTING LAWNS GO BROWN: On Pear Tree Court in Sonoma, Jackie Lee sweeps leaves Friday from her walkway. The city as a whole has been slow to use less 
water in the prolonged drought, but some residents have been heeding the call to conserve by allowing their lawns to dry out. 

GOP  
rebukes 
hostile 
Trump

ATLANTA — For weeks, many 
Republicans have grudgingly 
tolerated Donald Trump as he 
steamrolled through the early 
stages of  the presidential race. 
Others — including some of his 
rivals for the nomination — pub-
licly said they welcomed his no-

h o l d s - b a r re d 
approach to a 
political system 
they felt needed 
a jolt.

But since 
T h u r s d a y 
night’s debate, 
Trump’s hos-
tile reaction 
to challenging 
questions about 
his treatment 
of  women ap-
pears to have 
increased the 
number of  

factions within the Republican 
Party with interests in seeing 
him leave his run for president 
behind.

Both a prominent conserva-
tive and other candidates seek-
ing the GOP nomination piled 
on Saturday, calling for Trump, 
the front-runner for the party’s 
nomination, to disavow his at-
tacks on popular Fox News an-
chor Megyn Kelly.

“Give me a break. Do we want 
to win? Do we want to insult 
53 percent of  all voters?” former 
Florida Gov. Jeb Bush said, re-
ferring to women.

At the prime-time debate, 

Beekeepers staving off insect die-off

CORVALLIS, Ore. — On a recent sum-
mer morning in a bright green meadow off 
a winding country road, Devon and Landon 
Prescott were prying open beehives. They 
moved quickly among the 1,400 wooden box-
es, eyeing each brood and locating its queen.

Landon, 19, spoke up after finding four 
hives with missing queens.

“That’s pretty bad,” said Devon, 21, peer-
ing over his brother’s shoulder to search the 

bee-covered screen. A hive without a queen 
is likely doomed. “That’s really high.”

There was a crate of  replacement queens 
in the truck, each housed in its own tiny 
wooden box. Each queen, specially or-
dered and shipped from warm-weather cli-
mates, cost at least $20. Too many queenless 
hives could put young beekeepers like the 
Prescotts out of  business.

Over the past decade, billions of  bees have 
been lost to Colony Collapse Disorder, an 
umbrella term for a host of  factors thought 
to be killing honeybees in droves and threat-
ening the nation’s food supply. Amid the die-
off, beekeepers like the Prescotts have been 
going to extraordinary lengths to save both 
their bees and their livelihoods.

That effort may finally be paying off. New 
data from the U.S. Department of  Agricul-

ture show the number of  managed hon-
eybee colonies is on the rise, climbing to 
2.7 million nationally in 2014, the highest in 
20 years.

Bees are still dying at unacceptable rates, 
especially in Florida, Oklahoma and several 
states bordering the Great Lakes, according 
to the Bee Informed Partnership, a research 
collaborative supported by the USDA. Last 
month, Ohio State University’s Honey Bee 
Update noted that losses among the state’s 
beekeepers over the past winter were as 
high as 80 percent.

Oregon has been less hard hit. Research-
ers say innovative beekeepers will be criti-
cal to helping bees bounce back.

“People ask me, ‘The bees are going to be 
extinct soon?’” said Ramesh Sagili, principal 

LEAH NASH / Washington Post

Beekeeper Henry Storch cuts 
open a dead tree home to a feral 
bee colony, which he may use to 
breed with his personal stock. 

WATER GOING TO WASTE: Water pools on a sidewalk Friday on Charles Van 
Damme Way in Sonoma. City officials have struggled to get some of its more 
affluent residents to reduce their outdoor watering. 

LIVING WITH DROUGHT

Residents still use more than others in county, but change is afoot

SONOMA

T he view on Pear Tree Court is dominated by 
an expanse of  golden brown lawns, left to go 
dry amid California’s relentless drought.

Residents from four ranch-style houses lining the 
small cul-de-sac said they heeded the governor’s 
order last spring to reduce water use — turning off 
sprinklers, shortening showers and using a variety 
of  other measures to avoid waste.

Judging by the numbers over the past 12 months, 
however, the city of  Sonoma as a whole has em-
braced conservation later and to a lesser degree 
than other Sonoma County communities, though it 
has recently turned a corner.

Sonoma has consistently used more water, per 
person, than any of  the eight Sonoma County 
communities required to file monthly reports on 
residential water consumption with the state.
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TURN TO SONOMA, PAGE A11
TURN TO TRUMP, PAGE A11

TURN TO BEEKEEPERS, PAGE A12

2016 hopeful barred from 
Atlanta gathering, adviser out 
over debate reaction to Kelly 

By MICHAEL A. MEMOLI
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Donald Trump

Innovative apiarists in Oregon, beyond 
may be key to helping hives bounce 

back from the brink, experts say

By LEAH SOTTILE
SPECIAL TO THE WASHINGTON POST

Megyn  
Kelly
Fox News anchor 
and GOP debate 
moderator on 
Thursday
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