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Ross Mitchell fastens his 
helmet before riding his 
Harley-Davidson motorcy-
cle, from a parking lot along 
Santa Rosa Avenue.

Split-lane 
bill edits 
rules of 
the road 

Ross Mitchell is looking for-
ward to the expected passage 
of  a bill that will legalize some-
thing he and other California 
motorcyclists have been doing 
for a long time: lane splitting.

Riding between cars — a 
practice that’s been allowed but 
never officially regulated in the 
state — spares Mitchell, 53, of  
Santa Rosa, many wasted hours 
sitting on congested Bay Area 
freeways.

“I’m guilty,” said the retired 
Army veteran who makes fre-
quent trips to a Veterans Ad-
ministration clinic in San Fran-
cisco. “When I go to the VA, I 
take the Harley because I can 
lane split.”

The bill, AB-51, passed the As-
sembly last week on a 69-0 vote 
and is on Gov. Jerry Brown’s 
desk awaiting his signature.

It originally set a 50-mph 
speed limit on how fast a mo-
torcycle can go while lane split-
ting and prohibited riders from 
traveling more than 15 mph 
faster than traffic.

But the speed provisions were 
removed after complaints from 
several motorcycling groups 

Motorcyclists rejoice as 
Assembly votes to make 
the practice officially OK
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Trump outlines his economic plans 

Donald Trump sought to move 
beyond a week of  turmoil Mon-
day, using a major policy address 
to cast himself  as a president who 
could bring new jobs and prosper-
ity and warning that his rival, Hil-
lary Clinton, would be a steward 

of  stagnation.
Saying he wanted “a conversation 

about how to make America great 
again for everyone, and especial-
ly those who have the very least,” 
Trump unveiled plans to simplify 
the tax system, rethink America’s 
energy policy and tear up trade 
agreements.

Trump chose Detroit as his back-
drop, and his speech — though in-
terrupted frequently by protesters 
— was clearly chosen to appeal to 
the working-class Americans who 
are at the center of  his political 
strategy.

It offered a broad view of  what 
the economic agenda of  a President 
Trump would look like: Tax policies 
that track closely with what Repub-
licans in Congress have long advo-
cated, including deep tax cuts for the 
wealthy and a light touch in regula-
tion, but much more willingness to 
disrupt long-standing trade agree-
ments and international economic 
relationships in hopes of  reducing 
the trade deficit.

He embraced a tax plan issued by 
House Republicans this year that, 
although it would reduce taxes on 
all Americans, would offer partic-

ularly lucrative tax cuts for the af-
fluent: It would reduce the tax rate 
on the highest earners to 33 percent, 
from the current 39.6 percent.

He also called for ending what 
Republicans label the “death tax.” 
He did not mention that the estate 
tax currently exempts the first  
$5.45 million for an individual and 
$10.9 million for a married couple — 
meaning that only the very wealthy 
pay anything.

If  Trump’s net worth is as large 
as he has said, his heirs would have 

Newly restrained, he offers 
policies aimed at GOP base 
and disaffected workers
By NEIL IRWIN  
AND ALAN RAPPEPORT
NEW YORK TIMES
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Donald 
Trump outlined 
economic policies 
including a simpli-
fied tax code and 
changes in energy, 
trade policies

In about an hour, Jessa Jacque-
main of  Rohnert Park and her 
mother, Kimberly, picked out 

five school outfits, most of  them on 
sale, Monday at the JCPenney store 
in Coddingtown.

Jessa, 7, who will be entering the 
second grade at Hahn Elementa-
ry School next week, said she got 
everything she wanted.

“We did good,” said her mom, 
pleased with the $86.92 tab.

Jessa’s grandmother, Shellie Bin-
chi, noted the outfits can be handed 
down to the girl’s siblings, Gianna, 
3, and Juliette, almost 2, who came 
along on the shopping trip.

“I was the oldest one (in my fami-
ly); I got the new stuff,” Binchi said, 
recalling how the hand-me-down 
principle worked for her.

The Jacquemains were part of  
the annual back-to-school consumer 
spending wave, expected nationally 
to total $75.8 billion this year,  
up 11 percent from last year, accord-
ing to the National Retail Federa-
tion. 

Families with children in grades 
K-12 plan to spend $9.54 billion on 
clothing, $8.27 billion on computers 
and other electronics, $5.12 bil-
lion on shoes and $4.37 billion on 
supplies, such as notebooks, pencils, 
backpacks and lunch boxes for a 
total of  $27.3 billion, the retail group 
said.

College is a far more expensive 
proposition, with spending on 
big-ticket items like computers and 
minifridges for the dorm totaling 
$48.5 billion.

Average cost per family comes to 
$673 for those with children in K-12, 
and $889 for college students and 
families with children enrolled in 
higher education, the retail group 
said.

The retail federation based its BETH SCHLANKER /  THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Kimberly Jacquemain and her daughter Jessa, 7, look for clothes Monday as they do their back-to-
school shopping at JCPenney in Santa Rosa.

Gearing up for class
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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BACK TO SCHOOL » STRONGER RETAIL SALES EXPECTED

Survey says average family 
with kids in grades K-12
is planning to spend $673  

Pakistan hospital suicide bomb kills 74

ISLAMABAD — A suicide bomber 
struck a hospital in the southwestern 
Pakistani city of  Quetta Monday, offi-
cials said, killing at least 74 people in 
another devastating attack on civil-

ians in a city that has become a by-
word for massacre and struggle over 
the past decade.

Before the bomber attacked, dozens 
of  lawyers had gathered at the hospi-
tal to condemn the shooting death of  
a prominent colleague early Monday, 
officials said. They feared that the 
death toll would rise further, given the 
vast crowd of  people seriously wound-
ed in the attack.

Late Monday evening, Ja-
maat-ul-Ahrar, a splinter group of  the 
Pakistani Taliban, claimed responsi-

bility for both attacks. “Our attacks 
will continue till the imposition of  the 
Islamic system in the country,” the 
statement of  responsibility read.

The bombing was also claimed by 
the regional branch of  the Islamic 
State, according to the Amaq news 
agency, which is affiliated with the 
militant group. If  confirmed, that 
would be a first for the group in Pa-
kistan — though the claim may be 
related to the fact that in the past, the K.CHAUDARY / ASSOCIATED PRESS

A Pakistani lawyer shouts during a protest to  
condemn a suicide bombing in Quetta.

By SALMAN MASOOD
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO BOMBING » PAGE A2

Lawyers’ group had gathered 
to mourn colleague, who was 
assassinated hours earlier


