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FRANK GIFFORD DIES AT 84: NFL 
player became a broadcaster on 
“Monday Night Football.” / C1
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THE SNOWBIRDS 
ARE FLYING IN

Canadian flight team will take to the skies at Pacific Coast Air Museum Empire

CLOVERDALE MAY 
RETOOL POT POLICY
In light of state’s imminent shift, 
city is expected to revisit its ban 
on medical marijuana Empire

Noise, odor spur 
Calls For review

OPPOSING VIEWS

Neighbors’ view: Foes, 
coordinated by a group called 
Citizens for Safe Neighbor-
hoods, claim that smoke and 
odors from the upgraded  
BoDean Co. plant in Santa 
Rosa have raised health 
concerns and the noise 
from nighttime operations 
has been making it hard for 
nearby residents to sleep.
Company’s view: BoDean 
Co. officials say the upgrades 
have allowed the plant to 
reduce its impact on neigh-
bors, including the amount 
of time the plant operates at 
night, estimated to have been 
halved because of the new 
storage silos.

CRISTA JEREMIASON / The Press Democrat

WORRIED FAMILY: Flaman McCloud, from left, Leo McCloud, 1, Junior McCloud, 5, and Mary McCloud have struggled with the smells and sounds from the  
BoDean asphalt plant, located behind their Santa Rosa home. Mary McCloud says her grandson Junior has asthma, and the family is worried about the child’s health. 

Neighbors of  a Santa Rosa asphalt plant 
are demanding the city review the facility’s 
noise levels and hours of  operation, claim-
ing its recent expansion has failed to reduce 
nighttime work as promised.

Opponents of  the BoDean Co. plant on Max-
well Drive delivered a petition with 1,085 sig-
natures to the City Council last week calling 
for the review of  operations at the 6-acre site.

In addition, more than a dozen residents 
have filed complaints with the city’s code en-
forcement division, claiming that smoke and 
odors from the plant raise health concerns 
and noise from nighttime operations makes 
it hard for them and their children to sleep.

“It’s crazy,” said Flaman McCloud, who 
lives with his 5-year-old son in a home on 
Cleveland Avenue just across the rail line 
from the plant and who has filed one of  the 
complaints. “They were just doing it all night, 

and we didn’t get no sleep.”
The complaints, coordinated by a group 

called Citizens for Safe Neighborhoods, are 
the latest tactics in a long-standing campaign 
by West End residents to pressure the city to 
rein in the operations at the plant, which has 
operated since at least 1961. 

Other measures have included odor com-
plaints to the Bay Area Air Quality Manage-
ment District and a pending lawsuit chal-
lenging the city’s 2012 approval of  three new 
82-foot-tall storage silos. The suit lost in Sono-
ma County Superior Court but is on appeal. 

In presenting the petition to the City Coun-
cil last week, Kevin Pryne, a contractor who 
lives in a neighborhood of  modest early 
20th-century bungalows east of  the plant, 
called the noise and truck traffic an “out-of-
control situation” that “makes a good night’s 
sleep hard to come by.”

“We remain in disbelief  that to this day, the 
plant operates whenever it pleases,” Pryne 

Civic pride evaporates as river dries up

SAN JOSE — On a recent 
afternoon at Guadalupe River 
Park in the heart of  downtown, 
a couple strolled hand in hand, 
a mother pushed her toddler in 
a stroller and soft breezes rus-
tled the leaves of  stately trees 
near the home of  the San Jose 
Sharks.

But something was missing: 
the river.

The river that runs through 

America’s 10th-largest city has 
dried up, shriveling a source of  
civic pride that had welcomed 
back trout, salmon, beaver and 
other wildlife after years of  res-
toration efforts. Over the past 
two months, large sections of  
the Guadalupe have become 
miles of  cracked, arid gray riv-
erbed. Fish and other wildlife 
are either missing or dead, casu-
alties of  California’s relentless 
drought.

“I’m heartbroken,” said 
Leslee Hamilton, executive di-
rector of  the Guadalupe River 
Park Conservancy, a nonprofit 
that runs educational and com-
munity programs along the riv-
er.

JIM GENSHEIMER / Bay Area News Group

The barren bed of the Guadalupe River near Santa Clara Street in San 
Jose is visible on July 17 as a result of the state’s prolonged drought.

CLASH WITH ASPHALT PLANT

As SR neighbors file complaints, company says upgraded site compliant

By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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New fire 
explodes 
in Lake 
County

With the massive Rocky fire 
largely under control in eastern 
Lake County, a new wildland 
blaze flared nearby Sunday, 
driven by wind through rugged, 
tinder-dry terrain and threat-
ening areas southeast of  Lower 
Lake, officials and witnesses 
said.

The Jerusalem fire, first re-
ported at about 3:45 p.m., grew 
from 100  acres to 3,000  acres 
in just over five hours with no 
containment, reminiscent of  
the Rocky fire’s spread under 
similar conditions, Cal Fire 
said. The cause is under inves-
tigation.

Firefighters, aircraft and oth-
er resources were being trans-
ferred from the Rocky fire to 
the new blaze located in Jerusa-
lem Valley, where a mandatory 
evacuation was ordered Sun-
day in some of  the same areas 
vacated during the Rocky fire, 
which broke out July 29 and was 
85 percent contained by Sunday 
night, Cal Fire said.

The new wildfire was threat-
ening homes on the edge of  the 
Hidden Valley Lake community 
and prompting some residents 
to leave ahead of  an official evac-
uation, said Richard Pritchard, 
director of  golf  at the Hidden 
Valley Lake Golf  Course.

“It looks pretty bad right 
now,” he said Sunday night.

Pritchard said the blaze was 
burning just over the ridge to 
the east of  the golf  course and 
“appears to be moving fast.”

The wind had shifted, blow-
ing southwest toward the Hid-
den Valley Lake subdivision off 
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Jerusalem Valley blaze  
consumes 3,000 acres in 

hours; evacuations ordered 

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

San Jose’s Guadalupe 
becomes grim casualty of 
state’s prolonged drought

By PAUL ROGERS
SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS

“OK, if they’re grandfathered, do they have to comply with air quality or water 
quality rules? Of course, they do. So are they exempt from noise ordinances?”

ALLEN THOMAS, land-use consultant and West End resident leading the opposition to the asphalt plant

Police: Man 
charged in 

brutal killing 
of 8 in Texas

HOUSTON — A family of  
six children and two parents 
were fatally shot in the head at 
a Houston home by a man with 
a violent criminal history who 
had previously 
been in a con-
tentious rela-
tionship with 
the mother, au-
thorities said 
Sunday.

David Con-
ley, 48, was 
charged with 
capital murder 
in the deaths. 
Most of  the vic-
tims had been handcuffed and 
some had been shot multiple 
times, said Sgt. Craig Clopton, 
the lead investigator for the 
Harris County Sheriff’s Office.

“We do not — cannot — fully 
comprehend the motivation of  
an individual that would take 
the lives of  so many innocent 
people. Especially the lives of  
the young ones,” said Chief  Dep-
uty Tim Cannon of  the sheriff’s 

By JUAN A. LOZANO
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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David  
Conley


