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LASSEN CALLS » Fresh snowmelt means travelers 
are in for a colorful, and cooling, treat.   D1

ON A MISSION » Pair team up to raise money to 
build tiny homes for the homeless.   A3

Bomb scare linked to darknet
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Steve Dee is a proponent of additional safety features along Highway 1 on the south end of Jenner where Sarah Markus veered off the road into 
the river, resulting in the death of her two young daughters. Signs warning of the curve have been posted and a 600-foot guardrail is planned.

Community speaks up

Rail will go up near area where 2 girls drowned in a car crash last year

District 
voting 
OK’d for 
schools

In 15 months, Santa Rosa vot-
ers will begin a new system for 
choosing school board mem-
bers, electing them from geo-
graphic “trustee areas” rather 
than by casting districtwide 
ballots, according to a proposal 
adopted Wednesday by the city’s 
school board.

Without any discussion or de-
bate, Santa Rosa school board 
members voted 6-0 to move 
to trustee area elections for  
hree board seats by November 
2018. One member, Ed Sheffield, 
was absent.

The remaining four board 
seats would switch to the same 
system in 2020.

In so doing, the district would 
become the first among Sonoma 
County’s 40 school districts and 
nine incorporated cities to use 
such a system, often known as 
district elections.

The board action comes as 
both the school district and the 
city of  Santa Rosa last month 
were threatened with legal ac-
tion for disenfranchising Latino 
voters and violating the Califor-
nia Voting Rights Act. However, 
school district officials insisted 
the legal threat didn’t influence 
their decision.

“The Santa Rosa City Schools 
District board of  trustees has 
been diligently analyzing and 
examining compliance with the 
California Voting Rights Act 
for some time,” declared board 
President Jenni Klose in a state-
ment before the vote.

The school board’s legal coun-
sel completed its investigation 
of  the issue in June, Klose said, 
“well in advance” of  the letter 
alleging the district is violating 
state law. The board’s attorney, 

A weathered bird feather 
and a palm-sized portrait 
of  Jesus in a clear, pro-

tective sleeve are about all that’s 
left of  the makeshift memorial 
that grew alongside Highway 1 
near Jenner a year ago, after two 
young sisters died in a crash on a 
curve in the road.

Stuck to a roadside utility pole 
on the southern edge of  this 
coastal hamlet, they serve as re-
minders where none is needed of  
the August morning the Markus 
girls were riding in their mom’s 
pickup when she lost control 
on slippery, wet pavement. The 
truck careened over a steep em-

bankment and into the Russian 
River below, trapping Kaitlyn, 6, 
and Hailey, 4, in the submerged 
cab. 

Their mother, Sarah Markus, 
managed to kick out a window 
and escape, but was unable to 
free her daughters from the 
sunken wreckage.

Neighbors of  the girls, work-
ing with public officials over 
the past year, are now finalizing 
plans to ensure a different, more 
permanent tribute to the sisters 
goes up on the shoulder of  the 
highway.

Spurred by the Aug. 23, 2016 
crash, Caltrans has approved 
installation of  a 600-foot guard-

‘Fire and fury’ splits Trump’s advisers

BRIDGEWATER, New Jersey — Se-
nior American officials sent mixed sig-
nals on North Korea on Wednesday as 
President Donald Trump’s “fire and 
fury” warning rattled allies and ad-
versaries alike, a sign of  his adminis-
tration’s deep divisions as the outcast 
state once again threatened to wage 
nuclear war on the United States.

The president’s advisers calibrated 

his dire warning with statements that, 
if  not directly contradictory, empha-
sized different points. Secretary of  
State Rex Tillerson stressed diploma-
cy and reassured Americans that they 
could “sleep well at night,” while De-
fense Secretary Jim Mattis said North 
Korea risked “the end of  its regime 
and the destruction of  its people” if  it 
did not “stand down.”

North Korea gave no indication 
that it would do so. In a statement late 
Wednesday, the North Korean mili-
tary dismissed Trump’s fire-and-fury 

warning Tuesday as a “load of  non-
sense” and said only “absolute force” 
would work on someone so “bereft of  
reason.” The military threatened to 
“turn the U.S. mainland into the the-
ater of  a nuclear war” and added that 
any American strike on North Korean 
missile and nuclear targets would be 
“mercilessly repelled.”

The statement also said that the 
North Korean military would finalize 
a plan by mid-August to fire four mid-

An emailed March 8 bomb 
threat at Rancho Cotate High 
School warning students and 
faculty would be “massacred 
mercilessly” that day has been 
linked to two international in-
vestigations and a bomb threat-

for-hire service on the dark web.
Unsealed federal court doc-

uments reveal that Michael 
Kadar, a 19-year-old with dual 
U.S. and Israeli citizenship, was 
hired to send a threat to the 
Rohnert Park school for as little 
as $30. 

Kadar is also believed to be re-
sponsible for 245 threats mainly 

targeting Jewish community 
centers across the U.S. early 
this year from his home in Ash-
kelon, Israel.

In March, Kadar was arrested 
by Israeli authorities on suspi-
cion of  making the threats that 
drew national headlines and 
concern. He remains incarcerat-
ed in Israel awaiting extradition 
to the U.S. to be tried in federal 
court in Florida, according to 
multiple media reports.  

Kadar posted his bomb threat-

for-hire services on AlphaBay, a 
dark web, or darknet, market-
place for drugs, malware and 
illicit services, according to the 
search warrant unsealed by the 
U.S. District Court in Washing-
ton, D.C. 

The site was shut down by 
the U.S. Department of  Justice 
in July. AlphaBay’s creator, 
25-year-old Canadian citizen 
Alexandre Cazes, was arrested 
July 5 in Thailand and commit-
ted suicide a week later while in 

a Thai jail.
It was not revealed who or-

dered the March 8 threat, which 
forced nearly 1,500 students and 
100 faculty to evacuate Ran-
cho Cotate High School around  
11:30 a.m., but whomever did 
was happy with the results.

“Amazing on time and on tar-
get,” an AlphaBay user linked to 
the Rancho Cotate bomb threat 
wrote on Kadar’s alleged user 
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Christian Andersen, a friend of the Markus family, puts up a kite in  
Jenner, where Hailey Markus, 4, and Kaitlyn Markus, 6, were killed 
when the vehicle they were riding in plunged into the Russia River.
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