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Pence gives 
details on
Space Force

WASHINGTON   — Vice Pres-
ident Mike Pence laid out an 
ambitious plan Thursday that 
would begin creating a military 
command dedicated to space 
and establish a “Space Force” 
as the sixth branch of  the U.S. 
military as soon as 2020, the first 
since the Air Force was formed 
shortly after World War II.

Pence warned of  the advance-
ments that potential adversaries 
were making and issued what 
amounted to a call to arms to 
preserve the military’s domi-
nance in space.

“Just as we’ve done in ages 
past, the United States will 
meet the emerging threats on 
this new battlefield,” he said in 

By CHRISTIAN DAVENPORT 
AND DAN LAMOTHE
WASHINGTON POST
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6TH MILITARY BRANCH

Army suspends discharges of immigrant recruits

The U.S. Army has stopped 
discharging immigrant recruits 
who enlisted seeking a path to 
citizenship — at least temporar-
ily.

A memo spells out orders to 
high-ranking Army officials to 
stop processing discharges of  
men and women who enlisted in 
the special immigrant program.

“Effective immediately, you 
will suspend processing of  all 
involuntary separation ac-

tions,” read the memo signed 
July 20 by Acting Assistant Sec-
retary of  the Army for Manpow-
er and Reserve Affairs Marshall 
Williams.

The disclosure comes one 
month after the Associated 
Press reported that dozens of  
immigrant enlistees were being 
discharged or had their con-
tracts canceled. Some said they 
were given no reason for their 
discharge. Others said the Army 
informed them they’d been la-
beled as security risks because 
they have relatives abroad or be-
cause the Defense Department 

had not completed background 
checks on them.

In a statement Thursday, 
Army Lt. Col. Nina Hill said 
they were stopping the dis-
charges in order to review the 
administrative separation pro-
cess. The decision could impact 
hundreds of  enlistees.

“We continue to abide by all 
requirements to include com-
pleting a thorough background 
investigation” on all recruits, 
she said.

The Army has reversed one 
discharge, for Brazilian reserv-
ist Lucas Calixto, 28, who had 
sued. Nonetheless, discharges 
of  other immigrant enlistees 

MIKE KNAAK / ASSOCIATED PRESS

A Pakistani recruit, 22, who was recently discharged from the U.S. Army, 
holds an American flag in July. The Army has stopped discharging  
immigrant recruits who enlisted seeking a path to citizenship — for now.

By MARTHA MENDOZA  
AND GARANCE BURKE
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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SECURITY UPDATE » Officials say move gives time 
to review process; could mean reversal of actions

School 
board 
delays 
taxes

It has been more than two de-
cades since Santa Rosa voters 
were asked to decide whether to 
raise funds for the city’s school 
system through an increase in 
parcel taxes on residential and 
commercial property. It will be 
a little longer still before that 
streak is broken, after school 
board members decided this 
week against placing a parcel 
tax measure on the crowded No-
vember ballot.

Instead, trustees tabled the 
proposed pair of  taxes — for the 
elementary and middle and high 
school level — for an election 
date in the next year or two.

Voters could see the measure 
as soon as next May, a date sever-
al trustees supported at a school 
board meeting Wednesday. If  ap-
proved, the pair of  parcel taxes 
would raise $4 million annually 
over the course of  eight years 
for the cash-strapped district.

“I believe that for a parcel tax 

Officials skip putting 
fundraising measure on 
an already busy ballot
By SUSAN MINICHIELLO
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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The sun sets behind layers of haze, a result of the Northern California wildfires, as Noemi Gonzalez plays with her dog at the Deer Creek Village 
dog park Wednesday in Petaluma. Bay Area air-quality regulators issued a “Spare the Air” alert Wednesday and Thursday.

Fire smoke exacerbating 
pollution from vehicles

Officials warn of health hazards amid state’s ever-worsening fire season

The air above Santa Rosa 
was socked full of  smoke, 
but Steve Shrum had 

a plan for getting above the 
smoky haze. 

On Thursday afternoon, 
Shrum, 46, set out on his once-
a-week hike to the top of  Taylor 

Mountain —  
1,400 feet up and 
5.5 miles there 
and back. He 
did it with some 
trepidation. An 
asthma sufferer 
since youth, he 
checked before-
hand to make 
sure it was not at 
risky levels. In 
Sonoma County, 
at least, it was 
not.   

“Believe it or not, as soon as 
you get over the first ridge, the 
wind’s blowing and it’s so fresh 
up there,” Shrum, slightly wind-
ed, said shortly after his hike. 
“As soon as I was coming down, 
you catch the smog.”

Its source was no secret: 

By MARTIN ESPINOZA  
AND J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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The sun sets Wednesday behind layers of fog and haze, a result of the Northern California wildfires, above 
the hills west of Petaluma. James Driscoll, a pulmonologist for Kaiser Permanente in Santa Rosa, said  
residents should regularly consult air quality indices and take “common-sense measures.”

NORTH BAY » AIR QUALITY

INSIDE 
 ■ Crews 

continue gains 
on growing 
Mendocino 
Complex  
fires / A3 

 ■ Flames inch 
close to homes 
as thousands 
evacuate near 
LA / A5

“We always want to urge people to know their body, 
know their surroundings and adhere to … warnings.”
DAVID ROBINSON, park manager for Sonoma County Regional Parks, who said he hadn’t noticed any 
steep decrease in hikers even though the smoke had made his own eyes “definitely kind of itchy”


