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St. Louis 
County 

struggles 
for calm

FERGUSON, Mo. — The St. 
Louis County executive de-
clared a state of  emergency 
here on Monday as officials 
and activists sought to regain 
control of  the volatile streets 
after plainclothes police officers 
shot and critically wounded an 
18-year-old black man who they 
said was firing on them late the 
night before.

The police said the man, 
Tyrone Harris Jr., was among 
two groups of  young people who 
exchanged gunfire near peace-
ful protests late Sunday on the 
first anniversary of  the death 
of  Michael Brown, an unarmed 
teenager who was killed by a 
white police officer in Ferguson. 
Prosecutors on Monday charged 
Harris, of  the St. Louis suburb 
Northwoods, with 10 counts, in-
cluding four of  felony assault on 
a law enforcement officer.

The declaration of  a state of  
emergency by the county ex-
ecutive, Steve Stenger, empow-
ered the county police force 
and its top commander, Chief  
Jon Belmar, to oversee police 
operations in and around Fer-
guson, where police units from 
surrounding towns arrived on 
Monday to bolster efforts to 
maintain calm. Gunfire on the 
fringes of  demonstrations com-
memorating Brown’s death — 
which set off looting, arson and 
confrontations with the police 
last year — unnerved residents 
and demonstrators over the 
weekend.

“The recent acts of  violence 
will not be tolerated in a com-
munity that has worked so 

State of emergency declared 
after police shoot suspect  
on fringe of Ferguson rally

By JOHN ELIGON  
and MITCH SMITH
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO FERGUSON, PAGE A7

A banner year for Perseid meteors

The Perseid meteor shower, 
whose annual appearance al-
ready robs devoted stargazers 
of  sleep every summer, is ex-
pected to make for an especially 

spectacular show this week, as-
tronomers say, thanks to a wan-
ing moon and the darkened sky 
it will leave behind. 

The meteor shower will reach 
its peak over the next several 
nights, with maximum impact 
expected late Wednesday and 
early Thursday for those willing 
to stay up late — or get up extra 
early.

At its peak, an astute observer 
might see 100 meteors an hour, 
NASA says.

But because the crescent 
moon reaches its low ebb this 
week and will be setting early in 
the evening, before the sun, the 
first hours after sunset should 
be dark enough to allow glimps-
es of  shooting stars even before 
it gets especially late, said Ed 
Megill, programming director 
for the Santa Rosa Junior Col-
lege Planetarium.

And the viewing should be 
good through the week, even 
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A Perseid meteor burns up in the atmosphere in a 2010 photo taken 
from Stewarts Point-Skaggs Springs Road above Lake Sonoma. TURN TO METEORS, PAGE A7
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Waning moon leaves  
darker night sky to show off 
annual shooting-star display

COUNTY  
PROPERTY

 ■ 117-acre 
campus on 
Chanate Road 
is seen as a 
prime location 
for affordable 
housing.

 ■ County officials 
are considering 
either selling 
the property or 
leasing it to a 
developer under a 
long-term lease.

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat

NEW PURPOSE: Sonoma County supervisors today are expected to move toward developing a county-owned medical campus, which includes the former 
Sutter Hospital, into mixed-use housing. The property also includes the public health administration building and a mental health center across Chanate Road.

Housing potential
Amid urgent need for residential units, county supervisors  

may seek development proposals for SR’s former Sutter Hospital site

Sonoma County supervisors 
are eyeing a major transfor-
mation of  the former Sutter 

Hospital site in the hills of  eastern 
Santa Rosa into a mixed-use housing 
development that could potentially 
bring hundreds of  new units onto the 
market.

The Board of  Supervisors is expect-
ed to approve a plan today seeking de-
velopment proposals for the 117-acre 
county-owned property on Chanate 
Road, vacated last year when Sutter 
Hospital relocated its campus north 

of  Santa Rosa.
“We need housing, and we need it 

now,” said Supervisor Shirlee Zane, 
whose district includes the property. 
“We’re in a dire housing crisis, so 
we’re not going to sit on this site and 
wait for two years to do something 
with it. We want to get a shovel in the 
ground as soon as possible.”

Development of  affordable housing 
on a swath of  prime county-owned 
real estate is seen as critical — es-
pecially in Santa Rosa — as soaring 
rents threaten to displace working- 
class residents and low-wage earners.

“We’re in desperate need for hous-
TURN TO HOUSING, PAGE A7
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Crews try to wrangle Jerusalem fire

Taking advantage of  the mas-
sive Rocky fire’s charred foot-
print, firefighters in Lake Coun-
ty on Monday attempted to steer 
the uncontrolled Jerusalem 
fire into the southeast tip of  the 
nearly 70,000-acre area burned 

by the larger blaze that started 
nearly two weeks ago.

Under ripe fire conditions — 
erratic winds, low humidity and 
temperatures in the 90s — the 
2-day-old Jerusalem fire grew 
by 1,000 acres Monday, mak-
ing most of  its push in the late 
afternoon and covering a total 
of  6,000 acres by early evening, 
said Steve Swindle, a Cal Fire 
spokesman.

The fire “did what we expect-
ed it to do,” Swindle said, not-
ing that wildland blazes typi-
cally pick up in the heat of  the 
day and settle down somewhat 

at night.
With the new fire moving 

northeast toward the Rocky 
fire’s perimeter, Cal Fire put 
crews at the both ends of  an un-
burned corridor about a mile 
wide between the two blazes, 
located east of  Hidden Valley 
Lake on Highway 29 south of  
Lower Lake.

The crews lit backfires to push 
the Jerusalem fire, which start-
ed Sunday afternoon in Jerusa-
lem Valley, across the corridor, 
Swindle said. “It was going to 
burn anyway, so we controlled 

As Lake County blaze grows, 
firefighters steer it toward 
land burned by Rocky fire

By RANDI ROSSMANN 
and GUY KOVNER
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The Jerusalem fire flares up Monday just below the now-closed 
Homestake Mine on Morgan Valley Road in Lake County.


