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A spectacular light show 
in the sky is in store for folks 
who can stay up past midnight 
Thursday night and get to a van-
tage point relatively far from fog 
and city lights.

The Perseid meteor shower, 
thanks to a nudge from massive 
Jupiter, will fill the dark night 
sky with as many as 200 streaks 
of  light per hour — more than 
three times the typical rate — 
during its peak performance in 
the wee hours of  Friday morn-
ing.

The dazzling meteors are 
small bits of  material left be-
hind by the Comet Swift-Tut-
tle, which orbits the sun about 
once every 133 years and leaves 
behind a stream of  debris that 
Earth plows through every year 
in August, producing the plan-
et’s most widely watched annual 
show of  shooting stars.

“It’s quite a display,” said Ed 
Megill, programming director 
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Check out 
dazzling 
meteor 
shower
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Two weeks after Riley Zick-
el disappeared into the Oregon 
wilderness, and 12 days after a 
search for the Analy High School 
grad began, his family is heading 
back to California without him.

In a Facebook posting Wednes-
day morning, Riley Zickel’s dad, 
Robin Zickel, thanked the com-
munity for its support, saying 

that he, along with Riley Zickel’s 
mom, Erin Riley, and half-broth-
er, Noah Churma, would leave 
the small town of  Detroit, Ore-
gon. The family had been staying 
in the town of  about 200 people, 
which served as the base for the 
search, since July 31. The miss-
ing person report was filed the 
day before. 

“I will be leaving Detroit today 
with great gratitude for the love 
and support we have received 

from the people 
of  Detroit and 
from the peo-
ple who have 
tried so hard to 
rescue (Riley),” 
Robin Zickel 
wrote in his 
post. “What we 
have learned 
from this very 

hard lesson is that Riley has 
shown us that the most import-
ant thing is to show love and 
compassion to one another.”

Riley Zickel, 21, an experi-
enced backpacker and chem-

istry major at Lewis & Clark 
College in Portland, headed to 
the Mount Jefferson Wilderness 
southeast of  Portland on July 
27 for an overnight backpacking 
trip. He was supposed to meet up 
with a friend in Seattle, but nev-
er showed. 

Cheryl Alterman, a family 
friend who has known Riley 
Zickel for eight years, has been 
in constant contact with Robin 
Zickel. 

“The forest was (Riley’s) favor-
ite place, and if  that was his way 

Analy grad still missing; family heads home
Riley Zickel’s dad, Robin, thanks Oregon town for 
assistance; Sheriff’s Office ends active search
By CHRISTI WARREN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Cal Fire investigators collect information at the residence where the Valley Fire started on High Valley Road. Photo taken on Sept. 15 in Cobb.

Hot tub wiring 
caused 2015 blaze

VALLEY FIRE » Lengthy investigation discovers source that led to  
burning of 76,000 acres and at least 4 deaths in Lake County

MIDDLETOWN — A homeowner’s faulty 
outdoor wiring for a hot tub sparked the mas-
sive Valley fire last year that burned more than 
76,000 acres in southern Lake County, killing at 
least four residents, burning four firefighters 
and destroying 1,280 homes, Cal Fire investiga-
tors have determined.

The wiring, which was not up to code, had 
been installed by the Cobb Mountain home-
owner and was touching dry grass and leaves, 
investigators found. The debris caught fire on 
the hot afternoon of  Sept. 12, and flames quickly 
spread, growing to 400 acres within 90 minutes, 
overrunning a team of  firefighters and torching 
homes.

The investigative report unveiled Wednesday 
by Cal Fire officials marks the state’s first offi-
cial verdict on the cause of  the blaze, which at 
its height, displaced roughly 20,000 residents 
and drew a huge response of  up to 4,000 fire-
fighters. When it was fully contained Oct. 15, the 
Valley fire had become the third most destruc-
tive wildfire in California history, with estimat-
ed insured losses and damage to government in-
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Cal Fire Chief Ken Pimlott announces the cause of 2015’s Lake County Valley fire on 
Wednesday at the Middletown CalFire station. Behind him are, from left, Lake County 
Sheriff Brian Martin, District Attorney Don Andersen and county Supervisor Rob Brown. 
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 ■Watch video of the Cal Fire news conference at pressdemocrat.com
 ■ To revisit The Press Democrat’s coverage of last year’s Valley fire, go to valleyfire.pressdemocrat.com

Surprise 
gold for 
DiRado 
in relay

After picking up a silver and 
a bronze in her first two swim-
ming events at the Rio de Janei-
ro Olympics, all Santa Rosa na-
tive Maya DiRado needed was a 
gold medal.

She got it, two days early.
DiRado was a late addition to 

the U.S. wom-
en’s 4x200 free-
style relay team 
W e d n e s d a y, 
swimming the 
third leg ahead 
of  teammate Katie Ledecky to 
help secure Team USA’s fifth 
gold in the event in the past six 
Olympics.

The team finished in 7 min-
utes, 43.03 seconds to beat out 
Australia. Canada took bronze.

DiRado has a chance to stay 
perfect in the pool if  she medals 
in the 200-meter backstroke, her 
final event. Preliminary heats 
and the semifinals are today, 
with the final set for Friday.

The 2010 Maria Carrillo grad 
has had incredible success in 
her first and what she says will 
be her only Olympics.

SR native late addition 
to medal-winning team
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