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Dogged By Delays
COFFEY PARK CHRONICLES » Survivors frustrated as scale, 
pace of rebuilding effort challenge city and contractors

Earlier this year Coffey Park residents wondered 
when their fire-scarred neighborhood would at 
last start to bustle with rebuilding.

Now that construction is underway on hundreds 
of  homes, many are asking why it is taking so long to 
break ground on their own projects in the northwest 
Santa Rosa neighborhood.

The delays they face in the increasingly crowded 
maze that must be traversed before they can  

rebuild — including home design, permitting and 
construction scheduling — has left a growing number 
of  fire survivors frustrated.

Christina Pozzi Westphal, a Coffey Park homeown-
er, compares the situation to being stuck in a traffic 
jam. Her own rebuild on Nina Court is on track with 
her third builder, but progress came only after two 
earlier contractors failed to make much headway for 
her family.

“They’re hitting rush hour,” Westphal said.

ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Mellissa and David Edney and their daughter, Charlotte, 2, pause for a portrait in front of the cleared lot Friday where their home once stood 
before it burned down during the Tubbs Fire in October, in the Coffey Park neighborhood of Santa Rosa.

By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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ABOUT  
THE SERIES
As part of an ongoing 
series, The Press Dem-
ocrat is following the 
residents and recovery 
of Coffey Park, the Santa 
Rosa neighborhood  
destroyed by the Tubbs 
fire. Read all of the 
stories online at   
pressdemocrat.com

SAN FRANCISCO — Yo-
semite National Park 
will reopen Tuesday,  
14 days after a wildfire choked 
the park with smoke at the peak 
of  tourist season, officials said 
Friday.

“This is truly a historic and 
unprecedented event in park 

history, and we are thrilled to 
welcome back visitors to Yo-
semite Valley and the Mariposa 
Grove,” said Michael Reynolds, 
the park’s superintendent.

Visitors should expect lim-
ited hours and visitor services 
as the park returns to normal, 
spokesman Scott Gediman said. 
“Park visitors should be aware 
that there is still active fire and 
smoke on the roads, and people 

should drive with extreme cau-
tion,” he said.

The scenic Yosemite Valley,  
350 campsites and all the 
park hotels have been closed 
since July 25. Officials also de-
clared a half-dozen other sites 
off-limits, including the Mari-
posa Grove of  giant sequoias, 
Tunnel View (a scenic spot on  

Infant dies in Petaluma crash

Donald Trump

Turkey 
slapped 
with 
tariffs

WASHINGTON — Following 
an impasse in high-level negotia-
tions to free an America preach-
er detained in Turkey, President 
Donald Trump on Friday said 
he had ordered heavy tariffs on 
Ankara’s export of  steel and 
aluminum to the United States, 
a punitive move that deepened a 
growing political and economic 
rift with the NATO ally.

In a tweet, Trump said he had 
“just authorized a doubling” of  
tariffs against Turkey, upping 
those on aluminum to 20 per-
cent and steel to 50 percent. The 
U.S. imports about $1 billion in 
steel and aluminum from Tur-
key, so the direct impact is not 
likely to be substantial.

But the ripple effects were 
considerable as the Turkish cur-
rency, the lira, plummeted on 
the news, pushing the country 
closer to a full-blown econom-
ic crisis, and dragging the euro 

An 8-month-old girl died 
Thursday night after a three-car 
collision on Lakeville Highway 
that also injured the girl’s moth-
er, of  Folsom, and six others, 

some of  whom were pulled from 
the wreckage by witnesses and 
one of  the injured motorists. 

The crash, reported to the 
California Highway Patrol at  
8:12 p.m., closed the two-lane 
roadway near Old Lakeville 
Road No. 2 until past midnight. 
It was the fifth crash recorded 
so far this month by authorities 
on the busy highway, which con-
nects highways 101 and 37 and 
has become notorious for its fre-
quent and deadly auto accidents. 

The name of  the baby who 
died in the wreck was not re-
leased Friday. Her mother, Cait-
lin Marshall, 31, was driving a 
white Ford Explorer south on 
Lakeville Highway when it was 
struck by a silver Volkswagen 
Jetta traveling north, said CHP 
Officer Jon Sloat. 

The driver of  the Jetta, Ryan 
Deloye, 18, of  Granite Bay  
appeared to have crossed the 
double-yellow lines, Sloat said.

Marshall’s vehicle was pro-

pelled off the west side of  the 
roadway into a tree, the CHP said. 
The collision with the tree im-
pacted the passenger side of  the 
SUV, Sloat said. Four others in 
the vehicle, including a 32-year-
old woman and three other chil-
dren, ages 5, 3 and 1, were injured 
and hospitalized after the crash. 

After the collision, Deloye’s 
car went into an uncontrolled 
spin. It crashed into the right 
side of  a southbound blue Honda 
Civic driven by Matthew Swoyer, 

25, of  Fairfield, the CHP said.
Swoyer, the lone occupant in 

his vehicle, was one of  several 
people who rushed to the crum-
pled Explorer moments after 
the crash. 

“I knew I was OK and I knew 
I needed to help,” Swoyer said.

He said he scanned the area 
to make sure the crash site was 
safe, and later directed another 
bystander to call 911, relying on 

3 car pile-up also injures 
7, including girl’s mother 
and a motorist
By NASHELLY CHAVEZ  
AND HANNAH BEAUSANG 
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Trump’s punitive action 
follows stalled effort to 
free American pastor
By TRACY WILKINSON  
AND DON LEE
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Yosemite poised to reopen

JIM WILSON / NEW YORK TIMES 

Law enforcement vehicles drive through Yosemite National Park on  
July 26. The park is scheduled to reopen Tuesday.

By OLGA R. RODRIGUEZ
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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