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Joe Hackenkamp and Steve Moretti, left, and Mike Perry, right, secure the final piece of the  
Haystack Landing bridge on Tuesday in Petaluma.

Span awaits 
rail traffic

Dems
seeking 
modern 
identity

WASHINGTON — For nearly 
a century, Democrats have hon-
ored two men as the founders of  
their party: Thomas Jefferson, 
for his visionary expression of  
the concept of  equality, and An-
drew Jackson, for his populist 
spirit and elevation of  the com-
mon man.

Political candidates and ac-
tivists across the country have 
flocked to annual Jefferson-Jack-
son Day dinners, where speeches 
are given, money is raised, and 
the party celebrates its past and 

its future.
But these 

time-honored 
rituals are col-
liding with a 
modern Dem-
ocratic Party 
more energized 
by a desire for 

racial and gender inclusion than 
reverence for history. And state 
by state, Democratic activists are 
removing the names of  Jefferson 
and Jackson from party gather-
ings, saying the two men no lon-
ger represent what it means to be 
a Democrat.

The Iowa Democratic Party be-
came the latest to do so last week-
end, joining Georgia, Connecti-
cut and Missouri. At least five 
other states are considering the 
same change since the massacre 
in June at an African-American 
church in Charleston, S.C.

“The vote today confirms that 
our party believes it is important 
to change the name of the dinner 
to align with the values of  our 
modern-day Democratic Par-
ty: inclusiveness, diversity and 
equality,” said Andy McGuire, 
Iowa Democratic chairwoman.

For all the attention this 
summer to the fight over the 

A mostly uncontrolled wild-
fire in Lake and Napa counties 
continued its push to the north-
east Tuesday, nearly merging 
with the massive blaze that has 
burned in the region for two 
weeks and attracting hundreds 
of  additional firefighters in a 
bid to shield rural ranches and 
communities in the fire’s path.

The Jerusalem fire — named 
for the Jerusalem Valley, where 
it began — has burned an esti-
mated 14,000 acres of  mostly 
public land east of  Hidden Val-
ley Lake and northeast of  Mid-
dletown, forcing the evacuations 
of  dozens of  rural residents, in-
cluding some 
who had pre-
viously been 
forced to flee 
the Rocky fire 
to the north.

On Tuesday 
night, authori-
ties issued a new batch of  evac-
uation orders, affecting those on 
the northern perimeter of  the 
Jerusalem fire, along Morgan 
Valley Road and Reiff Road.  Ron 
Oatman, a Cal Fire spokesman, 
said the new orders affected few-
er than 10 homes.  

The 3-day-old wildfire, which 
more than doubled in size over-
night Monday, had by Tuesday 
evening just about reached the 
edge of  the 70,000-acre Rocky 
fire, which started July 29 and 
was more than 88 percent con-
tained Tuesday.

The newer blaze threatened 
about 50 structures, with near-
ly 1,700 firefighters and other 
personnel assigned to the fire 
Tuesday night. It was 5 percent 
contained.

Cal Fire Spokesman Steve 
Swindle said that the objective 
was to keep the blaze within a 
broad swath of  wildland east of  
Hidden Valley Lake and west of  
Knoxville Berryessa Road, es-
sentially giving the fire an un-
inhabited area in which to burn 
with the goal of  forging strong 
containment lines to protect 

P erched precariously on lifts roughly 160 feet above the 
Petaluma River, iron workers Tuesday installed the 
final 13,000-pound piece of  a reassembled bridge that 

is intended to be used by the North Bay’s new commuter rail 
line.

Next week comes the daunting challenge of  tilting the 
2.2-million-pound structure so that it sits horizontally over 
the river near the Highway 101 overpass at Lakeville High-
way.

“Until then, it’s all on paper,” John Riley, the project 
engineer for Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit, said Tuesday 
as he watched the sky-bound crews labor to put the bridge’s 
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Two 
wildfires 

nearly 
merge

Bridge installation on Petaluma River one of largest
infrastructure projects in SMART’s bid to begin commuter line
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5 percent containment 
for Jerusalem blaze; new 
evacuation orders issued
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State by state,  
party erasing old ties  
to Jefferson, Jackson
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Grand juries banned in police shootings

SAN JOSE — A year after a grand 
jury declined to prosecute a Fergu-
son, Mo., policeman for the death 
of  an unarmed black man whom he 
claimed attacked him, Gov. Jerry 

Brown signed legislation Tuesday 
making California the first state in 
the nation to ban the use of  a grand 
jury in officer-involved incidents 
that result in the death of  suspects.

The ban, which will go into ef-
fect Jan. 1, comes after panels in 
Ferguson and Staten Island, N.Y., 
made controversial decisions in se-
cret hearings not to bring charges 
against officers who killed unarmed 
black men, sparking protests across 
the country. Calls for transparency 
also have come amid national con-

cerns about disparate treatment of  
blacks and other racial minorities 
when encounters with cops turned 
deadly in Baltimore, Cincinnati and 
South Carolina.

“What the governor’s decision 
says is, he gets it — the people don’t 
want secrecy when it comes to offi-
cer-involved shootings,” said retired 
judge and former San Jose indepen-
dent police auditor LaDoris Cordell, 
the first African-American appoint-
ed as a judge in Northern Califor-
nia and a key supporter. “We’re not 

trying to get more officers indicted, 
we’re saying, ‘Whatever you decide, 
do it in the open.’ I applaud Gover-
nor Brown for doing the right thing 
and sending a message to all Califor-
nians that his administration wants 
our criminal justice system to be 
fair, transparent and accountable.”

The ban accomplishes officially 
what most California district attor-
neys are doing already — deciding 
themselves whether to bring crim-
inal charges against police officers 

Gov. Brown’s decision —
first of kind in nation — goes 
into effect Jan. 1 in California

By TRACEY KAPLAN
SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS
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CLINTON 
EMAILS
Hillary Clinton 
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server / A5
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while blazes 
rage / C1


