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State audit critical of gang database
Report cites errors, privacy
issues; oversight by Sonoma
County Sheriff’s Office faulted
By PAUL PAYNE
AND MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A California gang member database
administered in part by the Sonoma
County Sheriff’s Office contains inaccuracies that reduce its effectiveness as
a law enforcement tool and may violate
privacy rights, a report from the state

Could
a SR
Macy’s
close?

auditor said Thursday.
The state’s two-decade old “CalGang
Criminal Intelligence System” is hampered by a weak leadership structure
that can’t ensure information is correct
and may contain names of people who
do not meet the criteria for entry in the
system, the report from State Auditor
Elaine Howle said.
CalGang allows law enforcement
agencies around the state to share intelligence and assist each other with investigative leads.
In total, more than 150,000 individuals
had records in the CalGang system as

of November 2015. Of them, more than
64,000 were entered by agencies in Los
Angeles County alone.
Sonoma County had 1,965 people in
the database. Of those, 68 percent were
listed as gang members and 32 percent
were affiliates.
The 109-page report concludes the
Legislature must shift oversight of the
database to the state Department of Justice and establish standards including
supervisory and periodic records reviews.
CalGang was audited to see how law
enforcement agencies have implement-

ed requirements for adding minors to its
database.
State officials focused on four agencies: the Sonoma and Santa Clara county
sheriff’s offices and the Los Angeles and
Santa Ana police departments. Sonoma
County was chosen because it provides
systems administration for 30 Northern
California counties.
The report called out Sonoma County
Sheriff Steve Freitas’ office as “not accepting a fair and honest critique” of its
current processes. It said Sonoma CounTURN TO GANGS » PAGE A9

OLD COURTHOUSE SQUARE

Project truckin’ along

Retailer announces
plans to shut down
about 100 stores

STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

The days of Santa Rosa being
a two-Macy’s town could be in
jeopardy, as the New York retailer announced Thursday plans to
close about 100 stores next year
and boost its online investments
in an effort to be more nimble in
an increasingly fierce market.
The closures represent almost
14 percent of stores under the
Macy’s brand.
For 32 years, Santa Rosans
have debated whether the city
could support two Macy’s when
the retailer’s second store
opened at the Coddingtown Mall
in 1984. Its first store opened in
August 1981 at the Santa Rosa
Plaza.
Despite population growth,
that question has lingered in
a digital era where more shoppers are buying products online
while certain brick-and-mortar
retailers are struggling.
For example, Gap announced
earlier this year it would close
175 locations, which included its
now-shuttered store in the Santa
Rosa Plaza. Old Navy shut down
its location in Coddingtown Mall
as part of an overall downsizing,
and Sports Authority closed all
of its stores this year, including
one at the Santa Rosa Marketplace.
Macy’s has not specified
which locations will close, but
said it will maintain a presence
in virtually all major markets.
The larger Santa Rosa Plaza
location has a lease with owner
Simon Property Group. A Simon
spokeswoman declined comment. A Macy’s store manager
at Santa Rosa Plaza on Thursday
could not be reached for comment. Simon Property Group is
co-owner of the Coddingtown
Mall with Codding Leasing of
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hat used to be four lanes of Mendocino Avenue between Third and Fourth
streets is now jackhammered piles of
concrete, much of it already trucked away for recycling and use as underlayment on other roads.
Many thought the street was cobblestone but it
was just stamped concrete.
City officials say the $12 million Old Courthouse Square Reunification project is on schedule. When it’s completed Nov. 18, downtown will
be restored to its pre-1966 alignment, before the
courthouse was removed and Mendocino Avenue
routed through the square.
For now, dozens of receptacles for the new
deciduous and flowering shade trees are crowded
on what used to be one of the sidewalks. Workers are at the mercy of the summer sun, except
for where the pockets of shade provided by the
redwood trees that remain.
Businesses around the square are making do
with the disruption. Traffic has adjusted.
Passers-by still stop to eye the progress.
You can watch it, too, on the website
srcity.org/chs.
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Sick woman’s party ends with suicide
41-year-old ALS sufferer one
of first state residents to take
life-ending drugs legally
By JULIE WATSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAN DIEGO — In early July, Betsy
Davis emailed her closest friends and
relatives to invite them to a two-day
party, telling them: “These circumstances are unlike any party you have
attended before, requiring emotional
stamina, centeredness and openness.”
And just one rule: No crying in front
of her.

The 41-year-old artist with ALS, or
Lou Gehrig’s disease, held the gathering to say farewell before becoming
one of the first Californians to take a
lethal dose of drugs under the state’s
new doctor-assisted suicide law for the
terminally ill.
“For me and everyone who was invited, it was very challenging to consider, but there was no question that
we would be there for her,” said Niels
Alpert, a cinematographer from New
York City.
“The idea to go and spend a beautiful
weekend that culminates in their suicide — that is not a normal thing, not a
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Betsy Davis at her
July 24 going-away
party with her family
and friends in Ojai.
In early July, Davis,
diagnosed with ALS,
invited her friends
and family to a
two-day celebration
of her life before
becoming one of
the first California
residents to take
life-ending drugs
under a new law that
gives the option to
the terminally ill.
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