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Trump dials back N Korea talk
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Skeletal articulator Mike deRoos, right, and intern Manuel Trenado cut a metal rod used to attach the skull to the skeleton of an orca, which 
beached near Fort Bragg in 2015, on Wednesday. The skeleton is being reconstructed in the gymnasium near Fort Bragg City Hall.

A whale of a project
FORT BRAGG » Skeleton of 26-foot orca being painstakingly rebuilt 
attracting global interest for burgeoning marine mammal center 

Bone by bone, a cadre of  marine 
mammal reconstruction special-
ists, students and volunteers is 

breathing new life into a massive killer 
whale that washed up dead on the Men-
docino Coast after becoming entangled 
in crab pot lines in April 2015.

Inside a former rec center next door to 
Fort Bragg’s City Hall, the 26-foot orca’s 
41 vertebrae last week were painstak-
ingly threaded onto an arched steel pipe 
suspended by cables from a wooden 
frame. Its ribs lay nearby, waiting to 
be attached with steel rods and glue. 

In a shower room, sparks cascaded 
during the crafting of  a framework that 
will connect the cetacean’s 125-pound, 
48-inch-long skull to its neck.

The skeleton is expected to be com-
pleted today.

“It’s pretty cool,” said Sheila Semans, 
director of  the town’s nonprofit Noyo 
Center for Marine Science, which is 
overseeing the monthlong project. “He’s 
such a valuable skeleton,” she said.

Having an orca to display is a coup, 
not just for the marine center, but for 
Fort Bragg, a former lumber mill town 
with just more than 7,000 residents that 

A new electric car for under $10K?

How about a shiny new elec-
tric car for less than $10,000?

Price has long been a concern 
for motorists interested in end-
ing their relationship with petro-
leum, and Sonoma Clean Power, 
the not-for-profit public electrici-
ty provider for Sonoma and Men-
docino counties, is bringing the 
cost of  electric vehicles down to 
clearance-sale levels.

The second year of  the agen-
cy’s Drive EverGreen electric 
vehicle (EV) incentive program 
— on now through Oct. 31 — of-
fers deals on nine models sold 
and leased by seven local deal-
ers, ranging in base price from a 
$51,095 BMW i3 down to a Volk-
swagen e-Golf  listed at $28,995.

The e-Golf, a hatchback with 
a 124-mile range, comes with a 
$7,000 dealer credit and a $2,000 
Sonoma Clean Power incentive 
for the average utility customer, 

plus the possibility of  a $2,500 
state rebate and a $7,500 federal 
tax credit. The incentive pack-
age, which totals $19,000, slashes 
the price to $9,995.

“It’s a smokin’ deal,” said 
Cordel Stillman, director of  pro-
grams for Sonoma Clean Pow-
er, which delivers electricity 
to 600,000 customers in the two 
North Bay counties.

But it can get even better for 

Skeletal articulator Heather Brogan-Gealey  
connects the teeth, made with a 3-D printer, to 
the jawbone of the orca skeleton.

BRIDGEWATER, New Jersey — 
President Donald Trump continued 
to beat war drums on Friday against 
North Korea and, unexpectedly, said 
he would consider a military option 
to deal with an unrelated crisis in 
Venezuela. But though he declared 

that the armed forces were “locked 
and loaded,” there were no indica-
tions of  imminent action in either 
part of  the world.

For all the bellicose language emerg-
ing from the president’s golf  club in 
Bedminster, the U.S. military was 
taking no visible steps to prepare for 
a strike against North Korea or Vene-
zuela. The Pentagon reported no new 
ships being sent toward the Korean 
Peninsula or forces being mobilized, 
nor were there moves to begin evacu-
ating any of  the tens of  thousands of  
Americans living in South Korea.

The juxtaposition between the 
heated words and the lack of  ap-
parent preparations suggested that 
Trump may still be counting on a 
resolution to the standoff with North 
Korea as it works to develop a nucle-
ar arsenal capable of  reaching the 
United States. After escalating his 
rhetoric against North Korea twice 
on Friday, Trump emerged from a 
late-afternoon meeting with his na-
tional security team offering a some-
what more restrained message, vow-
ing to give diplomacy a chance.

“Hopefully, it’ll all work out,” 

Trump told reporters, noting that 
he would call President Xi Jinping 
of  China on Friday evening to co-
ordinate strategy. “Nobody loves a 
peaceful solution better than Pres-
ident Trump, that I can tell you. 
Hopefully it’ll all work out, but this 
has been going on for many years.”

Secretary of  State Rex Tillerson, 
who traveled to New Jersey on Fri-
day to brief  Trump after returning 
from Asia, said the president’s tough 
language was part of  an overall 

After declaring US locked and 
loaded, president later says 
‘hopefully it’ll all work out’
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White House has 
been in talks with 
North Korea / B1
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June Grabill, 3, squirts her dad, Chris Grabill, with a water hose Friday in 
Santa Rosa as they wash the family’s electricity-powered Nissan Leaf.

ONLINE See more photographs and watch a video of the 26-foot orca skeleton reconstruction in Fort Bragg on the internet at pressdemocrat.com

Pruitt’s 
secrecy 
with EPA 
criticized

WASHINGTON — When ca-
reer employees of  the Environ-
mental Protection Agency are 
summoned to a meeting with 
the agency’s administrator, 
Scott Pruitt, at agency head-
quarters, they no longer can 
count on easy access to the floor 
where his office 
is, according 
to interviews 
with employees 
of  the federal 
agency.

Doors to the 
floor are now 
f r e q u e n t l y 
locked, and em-
ployees have to 
have an escort to gain entrance. 
Some employees say they are 
told to leave behind their cell-
phones when they meet with 
Pruitt and are sometimes told 
not to take notes.

Pruitt, according to the em-
ployees, who requested ano-
nymity out of  fear of  losing 
their jobs, often makes import-
ant phone calls from other of-
fices rather than use the phone 
in his office, and he is accompa-
nied, even at EPA headquarters, 
by armed guards, the first head 
of  the agency to ever request 
round-the-clock security.

Agency employees tell 
of locked doors, armed 
guards, note-taking limits

By CORAL DAVENPORT  
AND ERIC LIPTON
NEW YORK TIMES
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CALIFORNIA 
SUES EPA
State’s AG trying 
to force agency 
to release records 
that may reveal  
conflicts of 
interest regard-
ing Pruitt / A7

Scott Pruitt


