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UKIAH POISED FOR REBOUND: With opening of  
Costco, business and city leaders are hopeful 
for new wave of economic development / E1
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CREATING COMPOST: Freshly mixed compost is added to an aerated static pile Thursday at Cold Creek Compost near Ukiah. Cold Creek Compost is one of the five 
front-runners seeking to secure Sonoma County’s contract for a new composting enterprise that will bring processing operations back to the area.

Has the county reached 
compost turning point? 

WASTE PROCESSING » After years of hauling materials elsewhere, 
officials face complex decision with implications for area’s landfill 

Every week, hundreds of  thousands of  Sono-
ma County residents dutifully gather grass 
clippings from their yards and food scraps 

from their kitchens, toss them into green bins and 
then cart them to the curb alongside their garbage 
and recycling. 

Tons of  this so-called “green waste” is then 
hauled, at a cost of  $5 
million per year, to 
other counties, where 
it is chopped up, often 
mixed with chicken 
guts, encouraged to 
rapidly decompose, 

and then sold as compost. 
The process takes place entirely outside Sonoma 

County — mostly in Mendocino, Napa and Marin 
counties — ever since Sonoma Compost, the coun-
ty’s longtime compost operation atop the Central 
Landfill, was shut down nearly three years ago for 
wastewater violations. 

Now local officials face a complex but crucial 
decision about the future of  composting in Sonoma 
County, one that will have major implications for 
the life of  the county landfill, the rate of  emission 
of  greenhouse gases and the size of  people’s gar-

By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

TURN TO COMPOST » PAGE A14

PROCESSED COMPOST: Ukiah-based Cold Creek Compost 
plans to use a technology called turned aerated piles, which 
speeds decomposition with weekly turning of the material. 

“This is a really 
important 
decision that 
will affect not 
only Sonoma 
County but 
surrounding 
counties for 
years to come.”
MARTIN MILECK,  
president of Ukiah-based 
Cold Creek Compost, 
which is competing for 
the county’s composting 
contract

FRONT-RUNNERS SIZED UP
Evaluating the top five 
companies vying for Sonoma 
County’s lucrative, long-term 
composting contract / A14

Fortifying 
campuses as 
kids return

PARKLAND, Florida — For-
tified by fences and patrolled by 
more armed personnel, schools 
will open their doors to students 
for the start of  the new year 
with a heightened focus on secu-
rity intended to ease fears about 
deadly campus shootings.

The massacre in Parkland, 
Florida, one of  the most lethal 
in U.S. history, unnerved school 
administrators across the coun-
try, who devoted the summer to 
reinforcing buildings and hiring 
security.

In Florida, armed guards will 
be posted on almost every cam-
pus. In Indiana, some schools 
will be getting hand-held metal 

By PATRICIA MAZZEI
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO SECURITY » PAGE A12

SCHOOL SECURITY

Plane 
crash 
raising 
alarms

SEATTLE — The story was as 
bizarre as it was tragic: An air-
line worker who had no business 
being in a cockpit somehow took 
off from a major airport in a tur-
boprop passenger plane, dipped 
and soared in the skies above the 
Seattle area, and then crashed 
into an island in Puget Sound.

It was all over in about an hour. 
But the consequences of  the un-
authorized flight Friday evening 
are monumental, aviation ex-
perts and investigators said.

The man — a ground service 
agent identified as Richard 
Russell, according to a law en-
forcement official — exposed a 

Seattle airport worker’s 
deadly flight highlights 
security vulnerabilities
By KIRK JOHNSON  
AND JACEY FORTIN
NEW YORK TIMES
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HEALING POWER OF HUMOR » For 
stress from wildfires, laughter can 
be best medicine to lift mood.   D1

BONDS’ JERSEY NUMBER RETIRED » 
Beloved home-run king for Giants 
honored during SF ceremony.  C1

LITTLE LEAGUERS HELPING OUT  » 
Mark West players, families send 
gear to help club after Carr fire.  A3

State seeks to prevent wildfires

State lawmakers are set to pivot 
this week from their high-stakes 
discussions of  power company lia-
bility in destructive wildfires to fire 
prevention — an issue weighing on 
millions of  Californians choking 
on summertime smoke or the thou-

sands who’ve been forced to flee one 
of  the state’s 12 major wildland blaz-
es.

The 10 legislators — six Democrats 
and four Republicans — on a special 
committee will consider issues rang-
ing from how to clear 129 million 
dead and dying trees on state wild-
lands to curbing new development 
in high-risk areas where cities and 
towns border on woodlands primed 
for ignition by climate change.

The shift comes as California 
has seen more than 680,000 acres 
scorched by about 4,000 wildfires, far 

surpassing the acreage burned in all 
of  last year.  In 2017, 506,000  acres 
were blackened by more than 7,000 
blazes, according to Cal Fire. The 
state’s five-year average is about 
203,000 acres burned a year. 

The figures underscore a new era 
of  increased volatility and destruc-
tive force for wildfires, which have 
run rampant across Northern Cali-
fornia thus summer, scorching more 
than 500 square miles across Men-
docino, Lake and Colusa counties and 
claiming over 1,000 homes and eight 
lives in Shasta and Trinity counties.

The latter blaze, the Carr fire that 
stormed into Redding, was sparked 
by the rim of  a flat tire scraping the 
asphalt.   

“We have more work to do,” state 
Sen. Bill Dodd, the Napa Democrat 
who is co-chairman of  the legislative 
committee, said Friday, noting the 
range of  potential ignition sources 
for wildfires.

Assemblyman Jim Wood, a Santa 
Rosa Democrat and committee mem-
ber, hailed the turn to prevention 

PUSH FOR PRECAUTIONS »  
Panel to look at how to 
compel protective measures
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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INSIDE
 ■ Fire officials  

to seek OK for 
plan calling to add 
crew, stations  
to improve 
response times 

 ■Aided by 
weather,  Ranch 
fire retreats in 
populated areas 
and enters 
Mendocino forest
Stories, A3
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