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JIMMY CARTER DIAGNOSED 
WITH CANCER: Ex-president 
says disease was detected 
during liver surgery / A3

ANALY READY 
TO HIT THE ROAD
Football Preview: Shakeup for Tigers 
with roster changes, no home field Sports

EGG STAND FUTURE SUNNY
Windsor farmer gets driveway help B1

PROGRESS ON LAKE BLAZE
Jerusalem fire now 16% contained B1

Wine industry plan called ‘water grab’
TOWN HALL 
MEETING
Who: State Sen. 
Mike McGuire
When: 6:30 p.m.
Where:  
575 Administration 
Drive, Santa Rosa

INSIDE: North Coast 
water panel to vote 
on new pot rules 
aimed at protecting 
resources / B1

Environmentalists are mobi-
lizing in protest of  a would-be bill 
backed by the local wine industry 
that would create an irrigation dis-
trict intended to protect the water 
rights of  about 1,000 grape growers 

in the Russian River region.
Noting that Sonoma County is 

facing “urgent water supply” prob-
lems unique to the Russian River 
watershed, the legislation — pro-
posed by the United Winegrowers 
of  Sonoma County — would create 
a segmented district covering five 
viticultural areas in Alexander, 
Knights, Dry Creek, Russian River 
and Bennett valleys, which produce 
the county’s priciest wine grapes.

The move comes in the fourth 
year of  California’s historic 
drought, when competing claims 

for dwindling supplies and state 
moves to safeguard stream flows 
have pitted some rural landowners 
under mandatory cutbacks against 
grape growers who so far have 
faced no such restrictions.   

Activists involved in the escalat-
ing debate over winery expansion 
and vineyards’ unlimited use of  wa-
ter were alarmed by a published re-
port last month that said state Sen. 
Mike McGuire, D-Healdsburg, was 
“quietly sponsoring” the bill, and 
they intend to protest at McGuire’s 
annual town hall meeting tonight 

at the Sonoma County Board of  Su-
pervisors chambers.

McGuire said he had received a 
copy of  the proposed bill from Bob 
Anderson, executive director of  
the United Winegrowers for Sono-
ma County, who handles the local 
wine industry’s political affairs. In 
response, McGuire said he advised 
the wine industry and environmen-
tal factions that all sides need to 
agree on a “collaborative solution” 
before he would consider carrying 
any legislation.

Proposed bill creating irrigation 
district for Russian River-area 

grape growers on hold, for now

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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HARNESSING THE SUN: Solar installer Casandra Miller with Simply Solar of Petaluma moves a solar panel into place on the roof of Central Animal Hospital in 
Petaluma on Wednesday, with co-worker Will Anjo at right. Owner Matthew Carter says he hopes to cut his energy bill by about 80 percent.

Solar deal less bright?

A s Petaluma veterinarian  
Matthew Carter’s electricity 
bills reflect, caring for ani-

mals in a comfortable clinic setting 
is not cheap.

Carter, who co-owns Central 
Animal Hospital on D Street with 
his wife, is having solar panels 
installed on the roof  of  the business 
this week. He hopes to slash the 
clinic’s energy bills, which average 
about $800 a month, by about 
80 percent.

And, economics aside, solar 

power, Carter said, “is good for the 
environment.”

Legions of  Californians have 
turned to solar energy for similar 
reasons. But under proposals by the 
state’s three utility giants, rooftop 
solar power may become less of  a 
good deal. The companies, including 
PG&E, are seeking to lower compen-
sation rates to solar customers who 
supply excess power to the grid, and 
to also implement new “demand 
charges” for those customers.

The changes would cut the 
amount solar customers save on 
utility bills by an average of  about 

Proposals by PG&E, other utilities would reduce the amount 
customers with solar save on their utility bills, impose new charges
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By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

 ■ Solar customers’ savings 
would drop by an average of 
$20 per month.

 ■ PG&E customers with 
solar would be paid 10 cents 
per kilowatt hour for power 
they export to the grid, down 
from 17 to 20 cents they 
now get.

 ■ A new $3-per-kilowatt 
monthly peak demand 
charge, equating to $15 for a 
home that used a maximum 
of 5 kilowatts at any given 
moment in the month.

State on 
showers: 

Slow 
the flow

SACRAMENTO — California 
officials launched two initiatives 
Wednesday to boost residential 
water conservation: The na-
tion’s toughest water efficiency 
standards for showerheads and 
a $30 million rebate program to 
rip out grass lawns and replace 
old toilets.

The California Energy Com-
mission voted to require shower- 
heads sold at stores in the state 
to spray less water than current 
models, following similar moves 
for toilets, faucets and urinals.

The initiatives came four 
months after Gov. Jerry Brown 
ordered sweeping water-saving 
measures in response to the 
state’s four-year drought.

“I just want to point out this 
is pretty huge,” Commission-
er Andrew McAllister said at 
Wednesday’s meeting in Sacra-
mento.

Showerheads sold at stores 
will be limited to spraying 
1.8  gallons a minute — the na-
tion’s strictest limits — starting 
in July 2018.

The limit will be phased in 
with a 2-gallons-a-minute stan-
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LIVING WITH DROUGHT: 
Commission adopts strictest 
showerhead standards in US

Fiorina rises in GOP pack by lambasting Trump

This week, Donald Trump said that listening to 
Carly Fiorina, the only woman competing for the 
Republican presidential nomination, gives him “a 
massive headache.”

It was music to Fiorina’s ears.
For months, the former Hewlett-Packard execu-

tive has tried to gain traction by pointedly attack-
ing Hillary Rodham Clinton. But Fiorina’s candi-
dacy did not start to sizzle until her performance 

at last week’s second-tier Republican debate, 
where viewers realized that as the sole woman in 
a 17-candidate primary field, she was singularly 
qualified to stand up to Trump.

It is not a role Fiorina necessarily wants to em-
phasize. “I don’t spend very much of  my campaign 
time talking or thinking about Donald Trump,” 
she said in an interview Wednesday. But it is one 
she has embraced with the same fervor that she 
has employed against Clinton, the Democratic 
Party front-runner.

TURN TO FIORINA, PAGE A7

Only 
woman in 
Republican 
field seen 

as antidote 
to tycoon’s  

remarks

By AMY CHOZICK and TRIP GABRIEL
NEW YORK TIMES

Carly 
Fiorina
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EVERY TUESDAY
Redeem points like cash for promotions, 

free play, dining, hotel and gift shop! 

The more you play the more we pay!
Earn 2x points

Earn 4x points
Earn 6x points

PointMultiplierTuesday


