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Maya DiRado should have 
brought a bigger suitcase. The 
Santa Rosa native has a lot of  
hardware to take home from 
the Olympic Games in Rio, after 
winning what’s expected to be 
the last race of  her swimming 
career.

DiRado, a Maria Carrillo 
and Stanford graduate, won a 
gold medal Friday night in the  
200-meter backstroke, a race she 
wasn’t expected to win. It was the 
fourth medal she’s won in Rio.

Hungarian Katinka Hosszu, 
dubbed “The Iron Lady” by 
her husband and controversial 
coach, Shane Tusup, was favored 
to finish ahead of  DiRado for the 

third time this Olympics. 
Someone forgot to tell DiRado, 

who grabbed her first individual 
gold medal, adding to a gold from 
the 4x200 freestyle relay, a silver 
in the 400-meter individual med-
ley and a bronze in the 200-meter 
individual medley.

DiRado was half  a body length 
behind for much of  the race. She 
was slower than Hosszu in every 
leg but the last, beating her rival 
by 0.06 seconds.

Dream fulfilled
RIO OLYMPICS » Maya DiRado captures gold medal 
with come-from-behind win in fourth and final race
BY KERRY BENEFIELD
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Maya DiRado celebrates after winning the gold medal in the women’s 
200-meter backstroke Friday in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. TURN TO DiRADO » PAGE C7
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NOVATO  — U.N. Secre-
tary-General Ban Ki-moon em-
braced the 99-year-old woman 
he calls his “American Mom” 
Thursday on a nostalgic visit 
to her home, where as a high 
school student from war-rav-
aged South Korea he spent his 
first days in the United States — 
experiencing culture shock at 
the country’s riches.

Libba Patterson hugged the 
U.N. chief  back and later had 
tears in her eyes when she 

spoke about how 18-year-old 
“Ki-moon” became her fourth 
child and part of  her family 
during his eight-day stay with 
them in 1962.

“He’s still my kid,” she said in 
an interview with the Associat-

ed Press, her voice breaking. 
“He was just ... like our own, 

and to me, today, underneath all 
the glory and names and what 
have you that he’s achieved, he’s 

Homeowners question probe

The Lake County homeowner 
blamed for causing last year’s 
devastating Valley fire with 
faulty hot tub wiring questioned 
state investigators’ findings 
Friday and pointed to a suspi-

cious vehicle he claimed a wit-
ness saw in the area just before 
flames broke out.

John Pinch and co-owners of  
the Cobb Mountain residence 
identified as being at the source 
of  the third most destructive fire 
in state history filed legal papers 
in Sacramento County Superior 

Court demanding Cal Fire turn 
over evidence seized from their 
High Valley Road property. 

The legal maneuver came 
to light two days after Cal Fire 
announced the results of  an 
11-month investigation into the 
September blaze that killed four 
people, destroyed nearly 1,300 
homes and burned more than 
76,000 acres. 

Pinch, a retired Sebastopol 
house painter, and his wife, 

Cindy, are claiming the physi-
cal damage at their property is 
not consistent with Cal Fire’s 
theory of  how the fire started. 
They and co-owners Laura and 
Parker Mills are asking to see 
evidence they say investigators 
have so far declined to turn over 
such as the melted wiring inves-
tigators determined sparked the 
blaze, said Ken Anderson, an at-
torney for the Pinches.

“We have reviewed Cal Fire’s 

conclusions on the cause and 
origin of  the fire,” the Pinch-
es said in a written statement 
released Friday by Anderson’s 
San Francisco-based firm. “Un-
fortunately, there remain many 
unanswered questions and, 
through no fault of  our own, we 
have been denied the ability to 
do our own independent inves-
tigation.”

VALLEY FIRE » Lake County couple point to witness 
account of car on their property when blaze ignited 
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

TURN TO FIRE » PAGE A2

TURN TO MOM » PAGE A2

Those out late were treated to a light show this week as Earth traveled through 
a giant debris field left behind by the Comet Swift-Tuttle. The Perseid meteor 
shower, bits of  matter ranging from the size of  a grain of  sand to a silver dol-

lar, pass through the Earth’s atmosphere every August, but scientists said this year’s 
display was exceptional. 

Though the meteors come from the comet, the shower is named for the direction 
from which the streaks of  light appear to come, the Perseus constellation. This 

year’s display, with as many as 200 meteors crossing the sky every hour, peaked in 
the wee hours Friday morning but will still generate “shooting stars” through the 
weekend. 

Close to 200 people gathered at the Robert Ferguson Observatory in Sugarloaf  
Ridge State Park in Kenwood to watch the show. Another prime viewing area was at 
the top of  Geysers Road in Geyserville, shown here. For more photos of  the meteor 
shower, go to pressdemocrat.com.

Meteor Shower’s Stellar Performance
PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

U.N. chief 
returns
to Novato
Embraces woman who 
hosted him as a teen
By EDITH M. LEDERER
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Sonoma County’s housing 
market slowed markedly in 
July, leading real estate bro-
kers to wonder whether a slug-
gish pace of  sales in the Bay 
Area is moving north.

County home sales declined 
nearly 17 percent last month 
from a year earlier, accord-
ing to The Press Democrat’s 
monthly housing report, com-
piled by Pacific Union Inter-
national senior vice president 
Rick Laws. Buyers in July 
purchased 450 single-family 

homes, the lowest number for 
the month in five years.

New listings, meanwhile, de-
clined 20 percent from a year 
earlier, falling to the lowest 
level for July in at least seven 
years. That second drop, which 
will mean fewer available 
properties in an already tight 
housing market, caught bro-
kers by surprise.

“It’s only one month,” said 
Laws, “but it was enough for 
me to go, ‘Wow, what’s going 
on?’”

Tom Kemper also said the 

County’s home sales 
hit a summer slump

REAL ESTATE

As listings and purchases dip, market-watchers 
wonder whether prices may also start to soften
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon presents Libba Patterson a silver 
platter at her home Thursday in Novato. Patterson and her family host-
ed Moon on his first trip to the United States when he was 18.


