
SUNDAY, AUGUST 13, 2017 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

SANTA ROSA
High 88, Low 56

THE WEATHER, C8

Business E1
Classified E5
Community B8
Crossword T6
Forum B9
LeBaron T1

Lotto A2
Movies D6
Nevius C1
Obituaries B4
Smith A3
TV T7

©2017 The Press Democrat

INSIDE

REFLECTING ON CLAYTON FIRE » 
Marks of historic Lower Lake 
blaze still show one year later.  A3

RAIDERS FALL IN DEBUT » Oakland’s  
QB Carr watches from sidelines in 
preseason loss to Arizona.  C1

GRAVENSTEIN APPLE FAIR » Crowds 
come out to salute fruit, bees at 
annual festival in Sebastopol. A3

Jail cells substituting 
for psychiatric beds

KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

MENTALLY ILL INMATES: Sonoma County corrections officers make their rounds inside the Mental Health Module at the Sonoma County Main Adult Detention 
Facility in Santa Rosa. With so many mentally ill inmates, jail cells at the Sonoma County Jail have essentially become a substitute for psychiatric hospital beds.

CRISIS CARE » THE NEW MENTAL INSTITUTIONS

The largest psychiatric facility in 
Sonoma County is not a hospital.

It’s the jail.
If  not by design then by default, jail 

cells have essentially replaced psychi-
atric hospital beds for many of  Sonoma 
County’s most severely mentally ill 
residents. It is a trend that began before 
the closure of  Santa Rosa’s two secured 
mental health hospitals a decade ago, 
and has continued since.

Now, nearly 40 percent of  the 1,100 in-
mates held at the county’s main jail and 
its lower-security North County Detention 
Facility near the Charles M. Schulz-Sono-
ma County Airport have some form of  
mental health issue, from mild depression 
to bipolar schizoaffective disorder.

To house them and improve the qual-
ity of  their care, the county is building 
a $48 million wing at the jail for inmates 
with mental illness — drawing both 
praise and anger from mental health ad-
vocates who would like to see more psy-
chiatric hospital beds and housing with 
supportive services that help people with 

mental illness live in the community.
The new wing, which is slated to open 

in two years, underscores the magni-
tude of  the sweeping changes that have 
altered the way America cares for its 
mentally ill.

“I’m glad a better mental health unit 
is being built at the jail, but why do we 
not have a freestanding hospital? Why do 
we have to wait until people are so sick 

INMATES WITH MENTAL ILLNESS ON THE RISE
More people su�ering from mental illnesses are being held at the Sonoma County Jail. The 
average number of inmates with mental illness has increased more than 600 percent since 1998, a 
period when the total jail population remained stable at about 1,100 people a day. Last year, the 
jail held an average of 429 inmates daily with mental illness.
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County officials wrestling with reality of rising number of ill inmates

New wing to shift focus on treatment while in custody
When Sonoma County 

sheriff’s officials public-
ly revealed their plans 

last spring to build a $48 million 
jail wing for the mentally ill, 
a common question quickly 
emerged.

Why not build a psychiatric 
hospital instead in Sonoma 
County? After all, the only local 
hospital beds for mental health 
patients are operated by a for-profit 
company, while many low-income 
residents suffering a psychiatric crisis 

often wait for hours in an 
emergency room, waiting for a 
bed to free up in a psychiatric 
hospital in another county. 

“Initially, the pushback was 
‘Why are you doing that? You 
should do it for people in the 
community,’ ” recalled Assistant 
Sheriff Randall Walker, who is 
in charge of  county detention 
facilities. 

But “the community,” Walker notes, 
includes everybody, even those in jail. 

“It includes people in custody, and 

they’re going to go back into the commu-
nity. Shouldn’t they go back better off 
than when they came?” he said.

Sonoma County’s existing jail, like 
many others across the country, was 
never designed to house so many 
inmates with mental illness. The new 
wing, slated for construction beginning 
next spring, is designed to change that: 
its primary focus is “treatment in a 
therapeutic health care environment 
with a custody overlay,” according to the 
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CRISIS CARE
A THREE-PART  

INVESTIGATIVE SERIES

AUG. 6 » HOSPITALS
The closure of two psychiatric hospi-
tals in the county has left a hole. 

TODAY »  JAILS
Sonoma County Jail has become the 
largest psychiatric treatment facility. 

AUG. 20 » SOLUTIONS
Exploring ways to improve services 
for people with severe mental illness.
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Trump pushes 
China on both 
trade, N Korea

BEIJING — In a diplomat-
ic gamble, President Donald 
Trump is seeking to enlist 
China as a peacemaker in the 
bristling nuclear-edged dispute 
with North Korea at the very 
moment he plans to ratchet up 
conflict with Beijing over trade 
issues that have animated his 
political rise.

Trump spoke late Friday with 
his counterpart, President Xi Jin-
ping of  China, to press the Chi-
nese to do more to rein in North 
Korea as it races toward devel-
opment of  long-range nuclear 
weapons that could reach the 
United States. Xi sought to lower 
the temperature after Trump’s 
vow to rain down “fire and fury” 
on North Korea, urging restraint 
and a political solution.

By JANE PERLEZ  
AND PETER BAKER
NEW YORK TIMES
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3 dead 
as chaos   
engulfs  
protests 

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Virgin-
ia — Chaos and violence turned 
to tragedy Saturday as hundreds 
of  white nationalists, neo-Nazis 
and Ku Klux Klan members — 
planning to stage what they de-
scribed as their largest rally in 
decades to “take America back” 
— clashed with counterprotest-
ers in the streets and a car plowed 
into crowds, leaving one person 
dead and 19 others injured.

Hours later, two state police 
officers died when their helicop-
ter crashed at the outskirts of  
town. Officials identified them 
as Berke M.M. Bates of  Quinton, 
Virginia, who was the pilot, and 
H. Jay Cullen of  Midlothian,-
Virginia, who was a passenger. 
State police said their Bell 407 
helicopter was assisting with 
the unrest in Charlottesville. 
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Car plows into crowd, 
copter crashes in day of 
violence in Charlottesville
By JOE HEIM, ELLIE SILVERMAN 
AND T. REES SHAPIRO
WASHINGTON POST
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