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CLEARLAKE — A man who was 
arrested twice this year on suspicion 
of  domestic violence shot to death 
three of  his children early Sunday be-
fore turning the gun on himself, au-
thorities said.

Police were called at 12:43 a.m. to 
Ricardo Garcia Lopez’s house on the 
4700 block of  Yarrington Court over 
shots being fired, Clearlake Police 
Sgt. Tim Hobbs said.

Lopez, 39, was outside the family’s 
mobile home and began shooting 
a firearm for unknown reasons as 
his 25-year-old wife fled to get help, 
Hobbs said. The woman, who wasn’t 
identified, called 911. 

Officers found the couple’s four 
children inside a GMC Yukon SUV 
parked in the driveway, Hobbs said. 
He said three of  the Lopez children 
— ages 9 months, 2 years and 4 years 
— died at the scene from gunshot 
wounds, while the other child, 5 years 
old, was alive despite being shot in the 
chest, he said. 

Police gave medical aid to the in-
jured child until paramedics arrived. 
The child was transported to Adven-
tist Health Clear Lake and then flown 

to an out-of-county hospital. 
The child was reported in sta-

ble condition Sunday, according to 
Hobbs.

Lopez, a laborer, was found dead in 
the driveway with a firearm and what 
appeared to be a self-inflicted gunshot 
wound, Hobbs said.

Detectives didn’t release the names 
of  the children Sunday. 

They also didn’t offer a motive for 
the shooting.

Court records indicate Lopez 
recently had been arrested on 
suspicion of  domestic violence. 
Clearlake police arrested him March 
10 on a felony complaint of  infliction 

Father, 3 children dead in shooting
CLEARLAKE » Police say 
man shot kids then himself 
in apparent murder-suicide
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

WASHINGTON — A year 
after the race-fueled violence 
in Charlottesville, Virginia, a 
small group of  white nation-
alists marched through down-
town Washington on Sunday on 
their way to a rally in front of  
the White House.

It was over almost as soon as 
it began.

The white supremacists were 
met along their march route 
and at the rally site by thou-
sands of  counterdemonstrators 
denouncing racism and white 
supremacy. The white nation-
alists, who numbered about 
two dozen, stayed in Lafayette 
Square, a park just north of  the 
White House, for a short time 
and left before 6 p.m.

They had been scheduled 
to hold a two-hour rally in the 
square beginning at 5:30. A 
spokesman for the National 
Park Service confirmed that the 
white nationalists had ended 
their event by that time.

Counterprotesters who had 
been shouting “Go home, Nazis, 
go home!” suddenly started boo-
ing when the white nationalists 
did just that.

A new song then broke out, 
“Na na na na, na na na na! Hey, 
hey, goodbye!”

With the white nationalists 
gone, the mood among the coun-
terprotestors grew mildly cele-
bratory, although rain led many 

Far right 
rally 
shrinks, 
fizzles
Washington draws  
thousands who oppose  
white nationalists
By NOAH WEILAND  
AND ANDY PARSONS
NEW YORK TIMES
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Mourners gather 
on Sunday in the 
driveway of a 
Clearlake home 
where authorities 
said Ricardo 
Garcia Lopez shot 
his four children 
in an SUV, killing 
three, and then 
committed suicide. 
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As Sonoma County gears up to install 
high-definition cameras to moni-
tor for potential wildfires, focused 

around the Lake Sonoma watershed, 
advocates pushing for stronger protections 
want a temporary ban on campfires within 
the reservoir’s popular recreation area.

The Friends of  Lake Sonoma board of  
directors voted last week to ask federal 
officials who manage the recreation area 
to ban all campfires there through Nov. 1 
and put in place new safety practices for 

next year. The Army Corps of  Engineers 
already decided not to allow fires this sum-
mer at campsites visitors can only access 
by boat.

Fearing the risk campfires pose amid 
California’s severe fire conditions, a major-
ity of  Friends of  Lake Sonoma board mem-
bers want the corps to look at requiring 
permits in 2019 to light campfires, Execu-
tive Director Jane Hodges Young said. Her 
group of  volunteers supports and helps 
maintain the park. 

“We’re just in a tinderbox here,” she 
said. “They’re very good at Lake Sonoma, 
the corps is, about watching and monitor-

ing the campfire situation, but a spark can 
go. ... I think we’re all super sensitive to 
fire, considering what happened to us last 
year.”

The corps decided not to allow camp-
fires at the recreation area’s 14 boat-in 
campgrounds when they opened this year 
because officials weren’t able to cut fire 
breaks and do other work necessary to 
ensure fire safety, said Chris Schooley, the 
corps’ acting area operations manager for 
Lake Sonoma and Lake Mendocino.

Schooley said the only remaining part 

By J.D. MORRIS
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LAKE SONOMA » Fearful of wildfires, recreational area’s advocates want 
the Corps of Engineers to prohibit fires in campgrounds until November 
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Members of the Malkassian family of Sonoma, including Iverson, 15 months, enjoy the Liberty Glen Campground on Friday. Though fires have been 
banned for boat-in campers at Lake Sonoma by the Army Corps of Engineers, users can still have campfires in designated areas at Liberty Glen. 

Campfire ban sought
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individuals to make positive changes in their lives, careers, and communities since 1961.
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