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PIONEERING SR SWIMMING 
COACH DIES: Marion Elston, 
recognized globally for her   
advocacy of  synchronized 
swimming, was 81 / B1

SSU SURVEY Most North Coast residents like wine industry, except for traffic  Empire

MARTIN & KRALL 
Comedian-turned-banjo maestro coming to Weill Hall; 
jazz singer returns for much-awaited date at WFC  TimeOut

RULES FOR 
GROWERS
Under the new 
pilot program, 
marijuana 
growers must 
register their 
operations 
and certify 
compliance with 
environmentally 
responsible 
farming methods.

ISIS 
enshrines 
theology 
of rape

QADIYA, Iraq — In the mo-
ments before he raped the 
12-year-old girl, the Islamic 
State fighter took the time to 
explain that what he was about 
to do was not a sin. Because the 
preteen girl practiced a religion 
other than Islam, the Quran not 
only gave him the right to rape 
her — it condoned and encour-
aged it, he insisted.

He bound her hands and 
gagged her. Then he knelt be-
side the bed and prostrated him-
self  in prayer before getting on 
top of  her.

When it was over, he knelt to 
pray again, bookending the rape 
with acts of  religious devotion.

“I kept telling him it hurts — 
please stop,” the girl said. “He 
told me that according to Islam 
he is allowed to rape an unbe-
liever. He said that by raping me, 
he is drawing closer to God,” she 
said in an interview alongside 
her family in a refugee camp 
in Qadiya, Iraq, to which she 
escaped after 11 months of  cap-
tivity.

The systematic rape of  wom-
en and girls from the Yazidi 
religious minority has become 
deeply enmeshed in the organi-
zation and the radical theology 
of  the Islamic State in the year 
since the group announced 
it was reviving slavery as an 
institution. Interviews with 
21 women and girls who recent-
ly escaped the Islamic State, as 
well as an examination of  the 
group’s official communica-
tions, illuminate how the prac-
tice has been enshrined in the 
group’s core tenets.

The trade in Yazidi women 
and girls has created a per-
sistent infrastructure, with a 
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Claiming Quran’s support, 
group codifies sex slavery 

in regions of Iraq, Syria  

Drug-court graduate charged in crime spree

A Santa Rosa woman who 
twice avoided prison by grad-
uating from Sonoma County’s 
vaunted drug court program 
has been arrested in a string of  
new burglaries and car break-
ins spanning Sonoma and Napa 
counties.

The crime spree and allega-

tions against Jasmine Roper, 39, 
appear to be another cautionary 
tale about the strong grip of  
drug addiction and its implica-
tions for many of  those caught 
in the criminal justice system.  

Among the privileges 
the methamphetamine-addicted 
woman regained at the time of  
her April 7 graduation was cus-
tody of  her 3-year-old daughter. 
Roper took that daughter along 
in recent months as she broke 
into some cars and homes in the 
two counties, according to sher-
iff’s officials.

The mother of  three appeared 
before Judge Shelly Averill on 
Thursday for her arraignment 

on a five new felonies prosecu-
tors believe were committed 
since April.

“She brought her daughter 
on two of  the four residential 
burglaries” in Sonoma County, 
sheriff’s Sgt. Mike Raasch said.

Drug court officials expressed 
disappointment to see Roper 
back in jail. Just months ago, 
she was featured as one of  the 
program’s shining successes in 
a story in The Press Democrat.

Chief  Deputy Public Defender 
Mike Perry, who helped guide 
Roper and others during the 
nine-month program, said drug 
court helps a high percentage 
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SR woman, 39, twice  
completed Sonoma County 
court’s diversion program

By RANDI ROSSMANN 
and PAUL PAYNE

THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat

Authorities say Jasmine Roper, 39, 
seen in March, took her 3-year-old 
child along as she committed 
some of her alleged crimes in 
Napa and Sonoma counties.

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat 

FUNDS PUT TO USE: Swinging on playground equipment that was partially paid for through the eScrip fundraising program, Christopher Urincho lets off steam 
Thursday at Cali Calmécac Language Academy in Windsor. Schools are bracing for the effects of the Safeway supermarket chain’s pulling out of the program.

Schools take eScrip hit
Safeway, the largest participant in fundraising program 

that helps campuses across Sonoma County, is ending its involvement

Safeway is pulling out of  the popular 
eScrip fundraising program, which 
could blast big holes in the budgets 

of  local school booster groups and other 
nonprofit organizations.

For Cali Calmécac Language Acad-
emy, a dual-immersion charter school 
in Windsor that serves kindergarten 
through eighth-grade students, the loss 
of  Safeway eScrip contributions probably 
will wipe out $19,000 to $24,000 a year in 
funding, said principal Jeanne Acuña. 

That’s about 40 percent of  the school’s 
total eScrip income, which has funded 
after-school and music programs and 
science supplies, among other things.

Thousands of  grocers and retailers 
across the United States take part in 
eScrip, but Safeway is  the largest partic-
ipant.

“After careful review, we concluded the 
model wasn’t the best fit for our compa-
ny going forward,” Safeway spokesman 
Keith Turner said in a statement. He 
declined to elaborate, but said nonprofit 
groups can pursue grants through the 
Safeway Foundation.

“We believe that local decisions should 
be considered at the local level. This 
change is designed to give our divisions 
the freedom to make the best choices for 
our customers and the communities we 
serve,” he said.

The company, acknowledging the 
impact, will for one year contribute to 
school groups 80 percent of  their last 
year’s eScrip income, doling out it out in 
quarterly payments.

“We want to make sure schools are 
not adversely affected by this change,” 
Turner said.
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“We’ll definitely feel the loss, but we’ll find ways to make it work.”
JEANNE ACUÑA, principal of Cali Calmécac Language Academy in Windsor, 

on Safeway dropping out of the eScrip school fundraising program

Regulators adopt pot cultivation rules

North Coast water quality officials 
adopted a pioneering new regulatory 
scheme Thursday that brings what 
was once an underground marijua-
na industry closer to daylight than 
ever before, requiring growers to 

register their operations and certify 
compliance with environmentally 
responsible farming methods.

The North Coast Regional Water 
Quality Control Board voted 5-1 to 
approve the order — the only one of  
its kind in the nation — calling it a 
“first step” toward protecting water 
resources from the kind of  contam-
ination and degradation reported 
around the area in recent years.

But the move also suggests a new 
era of  legitimacy for Northern Cal-
ifornia pot farmers, who, despite the 
legalization of  medical marijuana, 

have continued to operate somewhat 
on the margins because of  the plant’s 
illegal status under federal law.

It’s still unclear whether grow-
ers will embrace the regulations, 
though the program allows those 
most concerned about privacy to 
enroll through approved, nongov-
ernmental third parties that would 
prevent them from having to provide 
sensitive, self-identifying informa-
tion to the regional water quality 
board itself.

“Look around and ask yourself, 
‘Ain’t America great?’” board mem-

ber William Massey of  Forestville 
said during Thursday’s discussion. 
“You are living through a big, big so-
cietal change. How many of  us can 
think back to when people got ar-
rested in high school for having even 
so much as a little bit of  pot?”

The regulation is a pilot program 
expected to serve as a model for oth-
er regions, beginning with the neigh-
boring Central Valley, whose board 
takes the matter up next month.

The new rules — which never 
mention medical marijuana and 

Water quality board program 
seen as first step in preventing 

environmental damage

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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