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CULTIVATING CANNABIS » City accelerates steps to write rules for
marijuana operations as state readies to vote on ballot measure
Barack Obama

How
Obama
embraced
his power
President used executive
authority to take action
By BINYAMIN APPELBAUM
AND MICHAEL D. SHEAR
NEW YORK TIMES
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Crop maintenance: Assistant manager Diego, who declined to provide his last name, works on thinning out a 6-month-old marijuana plant on Wednesday at the
Cherry Kola farm in a rural area outside of Penngrove.

SR aims to be epicenter
of legal pot industry
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

L

arry Schaeffer has grown marijuana in Sonoma County for more than a decade.
His Cherry Kola Farms outside Penngrove
supplies award-winning strains of pungent pot to
one of Sonoma County’s largest medical cannabis collectives, as well as discerning dispensaries
around the state.
But after years of operating in a quasi-legal
status as a nonprofit collective, Schaeffer is ready to
go legit. He wants to be an above-board business, in
an approved location with proper permits, and pay
taxes like any other legitimate enterprise.
And he plans to do it in Santa Rosa.
“Santa Rosa wants this industry here,” Schaeffer
said. “I think this is probably going to be the New
Age Amsterdam.”
Perhaps more than any other city in Sonoma
County, Santa Rosa has signaled its willingness to
welcome the cannabis industry in from the shadows.
Back in 2005, it was the first city in the county to
permit medical marijuana dispensaries. Two years
ago, it lifted a cap that had limited such operations
to 500 patients.
Then this year, prompted by new state licensing
rules, it opened its doors further. In February it
authorized, with proper permits, commercial cannabis cultivation in industrial areas and support
services — like testing, manufacturing and distribution operations — in industrial and office zones.
Now, with voters poised to decide in November
whether California will become the fifth state in the
nation to legalize recreational use of marijuana,

Above: Cherry Kola
operations manager Larry
Schaeffer is in the process
of securing the proper
permits to move type-6
nonvolatile extractions
from cannabis to a facility
in an industrial area of
Santa Rosa.
Left: A marijuana plant
grows in a farm outside of
Penngrove.
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“I think this is probably going to be the New Age Amsterdam.”

WASHINGTON — In nearly eight years in office, President Barack Obama has sought
to reshape the nation with a
sweeping assertion of executive
authority and a canon of regulations that has inserted the U.S.
government more deeply into
American life.
Once a presidential candidate
with deep misgivings about executive power, Obama will leave
the White House as one of the
most prolific authors of major
regulations in presidential history.
Blocked for most of his presidency by Congress, Obama has
sought to act however he could.
In the process, he created the
kind of government neither he
nor the Republicans wanted —
one that depended on bureaucratic bulldozing rather than
legislative transparency. But
once Obama got the taste for it,
he pursued his executive power
without apology, and in ways
that will shape the presidency
for decades to come.
The Obama administration in
its first seven years finalized 560
major regulations — those classified by the Congressional Budget Office as having particularly
significant economic or social
impacts. That was nearly 50 percent more than the George W.
Bush administration during the
comparable period, according
to data kept by the regulatory
studies center at George Washington University.
The administration’s regulatory legacy has become an issue in the campaign to replace
Obama, as Donald Trump has
sharply criticized regulatory
overreach and promised to undo
many of the new rules. But executive power has expanded
steadily under both Republican
and Democratic presidents in
recent decades, and both Trump
and Hillary Clinton have promised to act in the service of their
own goals.
The new rules built on the
legislative victories Obama won
during his first two years in office. Those laws — the Affordable Care Act, the Dodd-Frank
Act and the $800 billion economic stimulus package — transformed the nation’s health care
system, curbed the ambitions
of the big banks and injected

LARRY SCHAEFFER, Cherry Kola Farms operations manager
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CAMPAIGN 2016

The failing inside mission to tame Trump’s tongue
GOP candidate’s advisers believe time to right campaign is
now or never, as he continues freestyle digressions, charges
By ALEXANDER BURNS
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN
NEW YORK TIMES

Donald Trump was in a state of
shock: He had just fired his campaign manager and was watching
the man discuss his dismissal at
length on CNN. The rattled candidate’s advisers and family seized the
moment for an intervention.
Joined by his daughter, Ivanka,
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and her husband, Jared Kushner, a
cluster of Trump’s confidants pleaded with him to make that day —
June 20 — a turning point.
He would have to stick to a teleprompter and end his freestyle
digressions and insults, like his
repeated attacks on a Hispanic federal judge. Paul Manafort, Trump’s
campaign chairman, and Gov. Chris
Christie of New Jersey argued that
Trump had an effective message, if
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only he would deliver it. For now,
the campaign’s polling showed, too
many voters described him in two
words: “unqualified” and “racist.”
Trump bowed to his team’s entreaties, according to four people
with detailed knowledge of the meeting, who described it on the condition of anonymity. It was time, he
agreed, to get on track.
Nearly two months later, the effort to save Trump from himself
has plainly failed. He has repeatedly signaled to his advisers and allies
his willingness to change and adapt,
but has grown only more volatile

LOSING GROUND: Colin Kaepernick has a lot

of catching up to do if he wants the 49ers
starting QB job back, Lowell Cohn writes. / C1

and prone to provocation since then,
clashing with a Gold Star family,
making comments that have been
seen as inciting violence and linking
his political opponents to terrorism.
Advisers who once hoped a Pygmalion-like transformation would
refashion a crudely effective political
showman into a plausible American
president now increasingly concede
that Trump may be beyond coaching. He has ignored their pleas and
counsel as his poll numbers have
dropped, boasting to friends about
TURN TO TRUMP » PAGE A2
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