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FATAL CRASH  
NEAR GEYSERVILLE
Two killed, two badly injured  
when pickup overturns, skids 
into oncoming traffic Empire
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LAKE COUNTY WILDFIRES
The latest information, as of Friday night:

  Rocky fire Jerusalem fire
Containment 100%  71% 
Size  69,438 acres 25,054 acres 
Structures   43 residences, 4 residences, 
  destroyed   53 outbuildings   13 outbuildings
Structures   N/A  50 
  threatened
Evacuations N/A  About 150 people
Fire personnel 227  2,451 
Counties affected Lake, Yolo, Colusa Lake, Napa
Began  July 29  Aug. 9

Source: Cal Fire

Photos by KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat 

Liz Black of Jerusalem Valley waters her parched garden Friday. Black and her husband returned home after being evacuated twice in 
three weeks due to the Rocky and Jerusalem fires. Faced with potential loss, “you do start looking at your attachments,” Black said.

Constant vigilance
Some wildfire-weary Lake County residents returning home  

after 2nd evacuation, aware that months of fire danger still remain

JERUSALEM VALLEY

Turkey vultures circled Friday 
in the blue sky above Liz and 
Vince Black’s 5-acre mountain 

home here in southeastern Lake 
County. On the ground, deer and 
quail foraged for food, an otherwise 
everyday scene in a bucolic wooded 
landscape.   

But across the valley, about a mile 
away, patches of  smoke rose from the 
blackened Jim Dollar and Petticoat 
mountains, a reminder of  why a man-
datory evacuation order — the second 
one in three weeks for the area — re-

mained in place for some 50 homes in 
the neighborhood of  wildfire-weary 
residents.

The second order was issued five 
days ago when the Jerusalem fire 
erupted in a creek bed then roared up 
the two mountains, filling this valley 
with smoke and forcing residents to 
flee. Some people didn’t leave, and 
authorities have allowed others back 
into the area to check on their homes.

The long trial for residents here 
began July 30, when they were told 
to abandon their neighborhood after 
the massive Rocky fire, which broke 
out July 29, threatened to enter their 
valley. That blaze burned 69,438 acres 

Jerusalem, Rocky fires 
merge; 4 homes burned

Firefighters on Friday extend-
ed containment lines around 
the Jerusalem fire southeast of  
Clearlake, but four residences 
were destroyed by the 25,000-
acre blaze.

The homes, along with 13 out-
buildings, were the first struc-
tures claimed by the fire since 
it began Sunday east of  Hidden 
Valley Lake. It brings to 47 the 
number of  residences destroyed 

by two fires that together have 
consumed nearly 150 square 
miles of  drought-stricken pas-
ture and wildlands in southeast-
ern Lake County and along the 
fringes of  Napa and Yolo coun-
ties.

The locations of  the four de-
stroyed residences weren’t im-
mediately available, a Cal Fire 
spokesman said Friday night.

The Jerusalem fire has ad-
vanced far enough north that 
it has merged with the larger 
Rocky fire, a convergence that 

From left, Michael Hadfield of Kentfield, Jeff Shelton of Orange 
County and Jude Olivas of Newport Beach watch a backfire on 
an unburned portion of the Jerusalem fire Friday.
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Sales strong as Sonoma County home prices level off

July home sales in Sono-
ma County hit their highest 
mark for the month in 10 years, 
though prices leveled off for the 
third straight month as a grow-
ing number of  buyers find them-
selves priced out of  the market.

The median sales price ended 
last month at $545,000, essen-

tially unchanged from a revised 
median of  $545,500 for June and 
$545,000 in May. July’s median 
price did increase nearly 8 per-
cent from a year ago, according 
to The Press Democrat’s month-
ly housing report compiled by 
Pacific Union International Vice 
President Rick Laws.

“It’s pretty obvious the price 
escalation has slowed,” said Sal-
ly Crain, president of  the North 

Bay Association of  Realtors.
Crain, a broker associate with 

Century 21 Alliance in Santa 
Rosa, suggested one reason may 
be declining numbers of  those 
with the ability to make a pur-
chase.

Earlier this week, the Cali-
fornia Association of  Realtors 
reported that only a quarter 
of  county residents today can 
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Sonoma County’s housing market
Median home price Homes sold

Source: Pacific Union The Press Democrat
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Frank Carson, a Modesto 
defense attorney, is accused 
of orchestrating the killing of 
Korey Kauffman, 26.

CHP 
officers 

suspected 
in slaying

Three current and former 
California Highway Patrol of-
ficers, a prominent criminal 
defense lawyer and five other 
people were arrested Friday in 
connection with the disappear-
ance and killing of  a Central 
Valley man.

Law enforcement officials an-
nounced the arrests at a brief  
news conference in Modesto. 
The nine people played a part in 
the killing of  Korey Kauffman, 
26, or helped cover it up and 
mislead investigators, the offi-
cials said.

Kauffman, a Turlock resident, 
was reported missing in April 
2012. His body was found by 
hunters in August 2013 in rural 
Mariposa County near Yosemite 
National Park.

Investigators with the Stani-
slaus County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment said Modesto attorney 
Frank Carson orchestrated the 
killing and enlisted the help of  
two brothers who own a liquor 
store in Turlock.

Carson believed Kauffman 
and others were stealing valu-
able antiques from storage con-
tainers on his property and that 
he wanted to stop the thefts by 
sending a message, investiga-
tors said.

Kauffman was on his way 
to steal from Carson when he 
disappeared, according to a  
326-page court filing police used 
to get arrest warrants.

Carson’s attorney, Percy Mar-
tinez, said his client is innocent 
and his arrest was politically 
motivated.

Carson ran unsuccessfully 
for district attorney last year. 
He has been under investigation 
since Kauffman disappeared, 
Martinez said. Investigators 
searched Carson’s property 
in 2012.

“We welcome the opportunity 
to fight this in court,” Martinez 
said.

The CHP officers were all as-
sociated with the brothers and 
the Turlock liquor store.

CHP officers Scott McFarlane 
and Eduardo Quintanar are 
suspected of  obstructing the 
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3 officers, defense lawyer, 
5 others arrested in Turlock 
man’s 2012 disappearance


