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Aaron Smith is the co-founder and executive director of the National Cannabis Industry Association, a trade group Smith founded with advocate 
Steve Fox in 2010. The association has over 1,400 members in 40 states and China.

Legal pot’s top lobbyist 
CANNABIS » LOCAL LIBERTARIAN TAKES CAUSE NATIONAL 

As a co-founder and the executive direc-
tor of  the National Cannabis Industry 
Association, Aaron Smith said he’s 

never successfully grown a pot plant nor has 
he ever worked in the marijuana trade.

An El Molino High School graduate, Smith 
now lives in Denver, arguably the nation’s 
cannabis capital. But he’s more often than not 
on a plane heading to Washington, D.C., where 
his trade association is lobbying  Congress to 
pass laws allowing the cash-based industry to 
put its money in banks and deduct ordinary 
business costs as tax deductions.   

Or he may be on a flight to Los Angeles, 
Seattle, Las Vegas and other places across the 
country to promote fair laws for the cannabis 
sector at all levels of  government. 

“States should be the laboratories of  democ-
racy,” Smith, 39, told an audience of  several 
hundred wine and cannabis industry profes-
sionals at a recent conference in Santa Rosa. 
“We should encourage above-board economic 
activity.”

Smith said he’s not a businessman, and his 
motivation for founding the trade association 
in 2010 — with Colorado lobbyist and canna-
bis advocate Steve Fox — stems from a place 

Utilities promote eclipse as chance to unplug

Turn off the lights during 
Monday morning’s solar eclipse, 
and while you’re at it go after the 
“vampires” that may be sucking 
$100 worth of  electricity a year 
from your home.

That’s the advice from state 
utility regulators regarding the 

astronomical event that will 
darken skies across a broad 
swath of  the United States as the 
moon passes between sun and 
Earth, disturbing animals, draw-
ing crowds to the darkest areas 
where the eclipse will be total 
and temporarily curbing output 
from solar power facilities.

To offset the loss, the Califor-
nia Public Utilities Commission 
is urging people, businesses and 
institutions to “Do Your Thing 
for the Sun,” such as douse the 
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Solar power lost during 
Aug 21 event needs to 
come from other sources 

By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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Aaron Smith says his catalyst was anger at getting busted for single joint
“States should be 
the laboratories 
of democracy. We 
should encourage 
above-board 
economic activity.”
AARON SMITH, Co-founder and 
executive director of the National 
Cannabis Industry Association

Solar panels 
such as this ar-
ray at Laguni-
tas Brewing in 
Petaluma, will 
experience a 
drop in energy 
output during 
next week’s 
solar eclipse.

Trump 
softens 
tone on 
China 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump, after days of  bel-
licose threats toward North Ko-
rea and jitters about a looming 
trade war with China, moved 
on several fronts Monday to 
ease tensions in East Asia, after 
making the region a flashpoint 
for his administration.

As he opened a long-awaited 
trade offensive against China, 
Trump used uncharacteristical-
ly restrained 
language and 
a bureaucrat-
ic process that 
will likely put 
off punitive 
steps against 
Beijing for 
months. On 
North Korea, several of  the 
president’s top advisers tried to 
tamp down fears of  a clash after 
his threat to rain “fire and fury” 
on the regime there.

In Seoul, South Korea, Gen. 
Joseph Dunford Jr., chairman 
of  the Joint Chiefs of  Staff, as-
sured President Moon Jae-in 
that military options against 
North Korea were a last resort. 
His message was the latest effort 
to reinforce a sense of  calm that 
was earlier telegraphed by De-
fense Secretary Jim Mattis and 
Secretary of  State Rex Tillerson.

Taken together, the admin-
istration’s tempered words un-
derscored the complex reality 
Trump faces in Asia: Having 

Trade statement seen 
as renewed effort to get 
Bejing’s help on nukes
By MARK LANDLER
NEW YORK TIMES
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ASIA TENSIONS

IN SPORTS
Tensions with 
N Korea raise 
concerns about 
2018 Winter 
Olympics / B1

Trump slams KKK, neo-Nazis
INSIDE
Eexecutives, 
including Merck 
CEO, resign from 
Trump’s business 
council / A8

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump moved Monday 
to quell growing public outrage 
over his tepid response to the 
weekend violence in Charlottes-
ville, condemning the Ku Klux 
Klan and neo-Nazis by name 
and declaring racist hate groups 
“repugnant to everything we 
hold dear as Americans.”

In a hastily arranged appear-
ance at the White House, Trump 
vowed that his administration 
would hold the perpetrators of  
violence at a white supremacist 
rally fully accountable and said 
that such displays of  hatred and 
bigotry have “no place in Amer-
ica.”

“Racism is evil, and those 
who cause violence in its name 
are criminals and thugs, includ-
ing the KKK, neo-Nazis, white 
supremacists and other hate 
groups,” Trump said in brief  re-
marks in the Diplomatic Recep-
tion Room.

Trump’s statement came two 
days after he did not specifically 

condemn the “Unite the Right” 
rally Saturday, when a driver 
who had espoused racist and 
pro-Nazi sentiments killed a 
woman and injured 19 others by 
slamming his car into a crowd. 
Trump’s apparent reluctance 
to single out white nationalists 
in Charlottesville contrasted 
sharply with his frequent ea-
gerness to highlight violence in 
cases involving minorities, in-
cluding Islamist terrorists and 
illegal immigrants.

In his initial public comments 
Saturday, Trump character-
ized the objectionable behavior 

Critics say Monday’s 
statement too little, too 
late after Virginia attack
By DAVID NAKAMURA 
AND SARI HORWITZ
WASHINGTON POST
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President 
Donald Trump 
speaks about 
the weekend’s 
deadly white 
nationalist rally 
in Charlottes-
ville, Virginia, 
on Monday 
in the White 
House.EVAN VUCCI / ASSOCIATED PRESS


