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Army firefighters from Fort Lewis Military Base near Lake Pillsbury take a break from clearing brush Tuesday along the Mendocino National For-
est M6 haul road.  A firefighter who was killed while battling the Ranch Fire in the area was viewed as a wildland fire expert.

‘Many tears’ after death
LAKE PILLSBURY » FIREFIGHTER MOURNED

Falling tree killed Utah battalion chief; Ranch fire moves north

The American flag flew at half-staff 
Tuesday at the Lake Pillsbury fire 
department’s Station 1, near where 
a Utah firefighter died battling a 
mammoth blaze that for nearly three 
weeks has terrorized communities 
across several counties.

The death of  Matthew Burchett — 
a 42-year-old battalion chief  with the 
Draper Fire Department, just south 
of  Salt Lake City — was felt deep-
ly by Lake Pillsbury residents and 

homeowners, whose homes are be-
ing threatened by the Ranch fire, the 
largest wildfire in California history.

“We’re sad that it happened in our 
backyard,” said Brian Schmitt, pres-
ident of  the Lake Pillsbury Ranch 
property owners association. “He 
came here to try to save the national 
forest, protect lives and property.” 

But Schmitt said “many tears” are 
being shed in Lake Pillsbury, even 
as the fire continues its northward 
march.

“We give our best wishes and 
prayers to his family and loved ones,” 
Schmitt said. “In something tragic 

like this, we would give up all of  these 
homes for that one human life.”

Almost 800 miles away, in the city 
of  Draper, fire officials and residents 
mourned Burchett’s death. Burchett, 
who came to California on Aug. 2., 
was one of  five firefighters the agen-
cy sent to battle the Northern Cal-
ifornia blazes, Draper Mayor Troy 
Walker said during a news confer-
ence posted online by the Salt Lake 
City-based news station KUTV. 

“It’s tough any time we lose a 
brother. It’s hard,” Draper City Fire 

By NASHELLY CHAVEZ 
AND RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Matthew
Burchett
Firefighter from 
Utah was killed 
by tree near Lake 
Pillsbury’s 
Scott Dam
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PONCE, Puerto Rico — 
Jazmín Méndez has lived much 
of  the last year in the dark. No 
light to read by. No food cooled 
in the fridge. No television for 
her three children.

Work crews have repaired 

storm-damaged Puerto Ri-
co’s electricity grid in fits and 
starts over the past 11 months, 
but they had never managed to 
light up Méndez’s mountaintop 
home — until this week, when 
she became among the last resi-
dential customers of  the Puerto 
Rico Electric Power Authority 
to have service restored.

“The first thing I will do 
is give thanks to God,” she 
said, sitting in her living room  

Puerto Rico finishes restoring power
After $3.2B in repairs, 
grid roughly in same 
state as before hurricane
BY FRANCES ROBLES
NEW YORK TIMES

ERIKA P. RODRIGUEZ / NEW YORK TIMES

From left, Luana 
Colón Mendez, 2, 
Charlie Colón and 
Jazmín Méndez 
celebrate after they 
received power 
Tuesday in their 
home in the Barrio 
Real Anón 
neighborhood of 
Ponce, Puerto Rico.

PENNSYLVANIA

Bishops 
hid abuse 
by scores 
of priests

Bishops and other leaders 
of  the Roman Catholic Church 
in Pennsylvania covered up 
child sexual abuse by more 
than 300 priests over a period 
of  70 years, persuading victims 
not to report the abuse and law 
enforcement not to investigate 
it, according to a searing report 
issued by a grand jury on Tues-
day.

The report, which covered 
six of  the state’s eight Catholic 
dioceses and found more than 
1,000 identifiable victims, is the 
broadest examination yet by a 
government agency in the Unit-
ed States of  child sexual abuse 
in the Catholic Church.

It catalogs horrific instances 
of  abuse: a priest who raped a 
young girl in the hospital after 
she had her tonsils out; a vic-
tim tied up and whipped with 
leather straps by a priest; and 
another priest who was allowed 
to stay in ministry after impreg-
nating a young girl and arrang-
ing for her to have an abortion.

The sexual abuse scandal has 
shaken the Catholic Church for 
more than 15 years, ever since 
explosive allegations emerged 
out of  Boston in 2002. But even 
after paying billions of  dol-
lars in settlements and adding 
new prevention programs, the 
church has been dogged by a 
scandal that is now reaching its 
highest ranks. The Pennsylva-
nia report comes soon after the  
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Grand jury report on 
Catholic dioceses finds 
more than 1,000 victims
By LAURIE GOODSTEIN 
AND SHARON OTTERMAN
NEW YORK TIMES

Board creates disaster team

After months of  harsh criti-
cism for Sonoma County’s re-
sponse to October’s firestorm, 
the Board of  Supervisors on 
Tuesday approved a slate of  

changes designed to improve 
the county’s ability to handle fu-
ture disasters.

The emergency services divi-
sion — broadly denounced for 
its failure to issue widespread 
alerts as the Tubbs fire raced 
toward Santa Rosa — will be re-
organized into an independent 
department with its own leader. 
The change will boost training, 
communication with elected of-
ficials and response before and 

during disasters, said Interim 
Emergency Manager Chris God-
ley, who described it as “one of  
the most ambitious reorganiza-
tions” of  such a department in 
the state in at least two decades.

“It’s a subtle bureaucratic 
shift, a slight adjustment in po-
lices, but it’s a significant move 
relative to what we see in other 
organizations,” Godley said. “I 
believe that, combined with the 
board’s action in June to better 

resource the program with staff 
and funding, you’ve got a good 
chance at making this a pre-
mier emergency management 
program, if  not in Northern 
California, in the entire state as 
well.” 

County officials have ac-
knowledged widespread fail-
ures during the fires, which 
broke out late the night of  Oct. 
8, burned nearly 5,300 homes 
and killed 24 people in Sonoma 

County. Reporting by The Press 
Democrat revealed many fire 
survivors received no warning 
about the rapidly approaching 
flames following a 2016 decision 
by the county to rule out the use 
of  cellphone alerts during a di-
saster.

North county supervisor 
James Gore told The Press 
Democrat’s editorial board the 

Supervisors vote to  
reorganize division to 
boost county’s response
By HANNAH BEAUSANG 
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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