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THE WORK OF A POLICE CHAPLAIN: Being an  
emissary for county law enforcement comes with 
challenges while offering others comfort / D1
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FUNDING IDEAS 
AND DREAMS

La Luz Center program is helping  
to launch small businesses in  
the Sonoma Valley via low-interest 
loans Empire Sunday

FOR THE LOVE OF RUNNING
BENEFIELD: Couple marking milestone at SR marathon Sports

SPARE  
THE AIR DAY

 ■ The Bay Area Air 
Quality Management 
District urges the public 
to cut back on activities 
that cause pollution — 
such as driving or using 
gas-powered tools. 

INSIDE
With two months left of 
fire season, experts offer 
tips for protecting your 
assets from disasters / E1

Wildfires creating thick, hazy skies

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat

FOR WEST COUNTY: Entrepreneur Dan Smith wants to leave a legacy of a thriving hospital with Sonoma West Medical Center, formerly Palm Drive Hospital. 

A benefactor invested IRFAN KHAN / Los Angeles Times

Immigration agents arrest 
Hugo Medina, 32, in raid 
Wednesday at his residence 
in Riverside.

Raids  
on rise 

to deport 
fugitives

The team of  federal agents 
gathered before dawn in an 
empty strip mall parking lot in 
Riverside.

As they readied their guns 
and strapped on black Kevlar 
vests, the leader of  the opera-
tion briefed them on the day’s 
targets: several immigrants 
with criminal records who were 
in the country illegally.

One of  them, 32-year-old Hugo 
Medina, was convicted of  driv-
ing under the influence in 2010, 
of  petty theft in 2014 and of  drug 
possession earlier this year, ac-
cording to court documents. 
He was released from Riverside 
County jail in June after jail offi-
cials declined to honor a request 
from immigration authorities to 
transfer him to their custody.

Agents had been casing his 
house — a tidy bungalow on Riv-
erside’s north side — for several 
days.

On cue, they stormed the 
property early Wednesday, guns 
drawn. Five minutes later, Me-
dina was led out, shoeless and 
dressed in cutoff shorts. In-
side, his mother, wife and three 
young children sobbed.

Crews work 
 in July on 
Emerald Glen, 
a $44 million 
aquatic center 
and theme 
park in Dublin. 
City leaders 
have sought 
to downplay 
Emerald Glen’s 
size and water 
consumption. 

JIM WILSON  
/ New York Times

Spurned by law enforcement, 
ICE teams using tactic to find 
immigrants as foes cry foul 

By KATE LINTHICUM
LOS ANGELES TIMES 

TURN TO RAIDS, PAGE A13

Despite any criticism of the project and his tactics, Sebastopol’s Dan Smith 
stays determined to see Sonoma West Medical Center become a success

A ll around Dan Smith, medi-
cal staff in scrubs and office 
workers in button-up shirts go 

about their urgent business, review-
ing health care procedures, fine-tun-
ing administrative processes, testing 
medical equipment — all in prepara-
tion for the rebirth of  a small commu-
nity hospital in Sebastopol.

The west county businessman and 
philanthropist, dressed in casual 
clothes and donning an even more 

casual smile, moves about the new 
Sonoma West Medical Center as if  he 
owns the place. Staff are addressed 
warmly, like they are Smith’s own 
employees. When he needs a room 
for an impromptu conference, even 
hospital CEO Ray Hino’s empty office 
is open to him without asking.

Smith, who has done more than 
anyone to keep the former Palm Drive 
Hospital alive since it became a public 
facility 15 years ago, does not own the 
medical center. But there is much at 
stake for him as the hospital prepares 
to resume operations 16 months after 

it was closed.
A self-made software millionaire 

with humble beginnings, Smith and 
his wife, Joan Marler, have contrib-
uted nearly $9 million to the troubled 
hospital in donations and forgivable 
loans over the years. They also have 
donated countless hours of  volunteer 
work.

Smith was there when it became a 
publicly run district hospital in 2000, 
rallying voter support for taxpayer 
subsidies to acquire and operate the 
facility. He helped raise money to pre-
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By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO DUBLIN, PAGE A12

Smoke from a series of  Northern Cali-
fornia wildfires sent a thick haze over the 
North Coast on Saturday and blanketed a 
big swath of  the Bay Area stretching out 
into the Central Valley.

Fire officials said the blazes responsi-
ble for the smoke weren’t in Lake County, 
where nearly 150 square miles of  grass 
and woodland have been on fire in recent 
weeks. Instead, the shift in winds over-

night Friday pushed the heavy smoke 
from several fires in far northern Trinity 
County into the area. 

Residents in Sonoma and Mendocino 
counties awoke to the distinct smell of  
wildfires and skies with greatly diminished 
visibility, a taste of  the conditions that have 
persisted in Lake County since late July. 

Local emergency dispatchers received 
numerous calls from worried residents, 
but reported that the air pollution wasn’t 
due to any fire activity in the area.

“The 911 system is being flooded with 
calls and our fire stations are reporting 
numerous inquiries from our citizens 
about possible new fires in the area,” San-
ta Rosa fire officials posted on Facebook. 

Officials: Shift in wind pushing smoke 
from Trinity County blazes into area

By ROBERT DIGITALE  
and ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ

THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO SKIES, PAGE A8

DUBLIN — On a typical hard-
hat tour of  a major municipal 
construction project, city offi-
cials extol the venture’s expan-
siveness and rave about how 
many citizens will benefit. But 
this city has taken a different 
approach to a nearly $44 million 
recreational complex under-

way: Officials boast how small 
it is and how few people are ex-
pected to use it.

That is because Dublin is 
building a water park — in the 
middle of  the worst drought in 
the state’s modern history.

The project was conceived 
more than a decade ago, when 
the snowpack was still thick in 
the Sierra Nevada, green lawns 
were a valued cultural touch-

stone and Californians could 
shower for as long as they liked, 
guilt-free.

At a ceremonial ground-
breaking on March 6, webcams 
were unveiled to document the 
progress of  the water park — or 
aquatic center, as local officials 
call it — which is meant as a rec-
reation station for the 52,000 res-
idents of  this city about 35 miles 

Dublin’s water park sidesteps drought
By SARAH MASLIN NIR

NEW YORK TIMES

“This is all about perseverance. This is setting your mind to something  
and never giving up, even when things look really bad.”

DAN SMITH, businessman and philanthropist behind the restructuring of the former Palm Drive Hospital 

ALVIN JORNADA / The Press Democrat

Smoke hangs in the air Saturday above Highway 12, visible 
from Hoen Frontage Road in Santa Rosa. 


