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GOTTA BE THE SHOES: 
Inventor’s design for shoe 
soles has influenced 
products for companies 
such as Nike, Adidas  / C1
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Crews begin to clean out Homeless Hill at the Farmers Lane extension in Santa Rosa on Tuesday after city personnel relocated the residents of the 
homeless encampments. They removed hazardous waste, feces, food, furnishings, bikes and thousands of pounds of clothes and other debris.

Homeless Hill cleared
SANTA ROSA » City workers help residents relocate to shelter 
with 50 new beds, motels; cleanup of longtime camp begins County’s 

taxable 
value a 
record

The value of  Sonoma Coun-
ty’s taxable property has risen 
to an all-time high of  $85.5 bil-
lion as the local real estate mar-
ket continues to rebound from 
the recession, with rising home 
values and a small bump in new 
construction, county officials 
said Tuesday.  

The record figure, disclosed 
in the county’s annual report 
on its property tax assessment 
roll, marks a 5.46 percent rise 
over the previous year — small-
er than the 5.9 percent increase 
recorded in 2016, but still more 
than enough to set a new all-
time high for the fourth consec-
utive year and mark the fifth 
straight year of  recovery. 

“As the economy and housing 
prices have increased, we have 
seen substantial increases,” said 
Greg Walsh, the county’s chief  
deputy assessor, in remarks to 
the Board of  Supervisors. 

Walsh told supervisors not 
to expect such large, real es-
tate-driven growth to continue 
uninterrupted, but he admitted 
that “you never know what the 
market’s going to do.”

The growth in the latest as-
sessment roll — which includes 
the value of  all taxable residen-
tial, commercial and industrial 
land in the county — will pro-
duce about $1 million of  addi-
tional property tax revenue be-
yond what supervisors planned 
for when setting the new county 
budget in June. 

County officials will use the 
extra funds to reduce their reli-
ance on savings held over from 
last year’s budget, a long-run-

Homeless Hill is now just 
a mountain of  garbage 
after Santa Rosa moved 

the last remaining occupants 
of  its largest homeless encamp-
ment early this week and began 
the major task of  removing an 
astounding volume and array 
of  detritus left behind by for-
mer occupants. 

The closely watched cleanup 
got underway Tuesday with 
backhoes and contractors pil-
ing up debris scattered across 
the undeveloped city property 
near the intersection of  Farm-
ers Lane and Bennett Valley 
Road. The operation began a 
day after police and outreach 
workers convinced the remain-
ing dozen or so occupants to 
leave voluntarily after they 

were offered vouchers for free 
taxpayer-funded hotel stays. 

“We didn’t have to do any-
thing except be here,” said 
Santa Rosa Police Lt. John 

Snetsinger as he surveyed the 
property Monday with officers. 

The planned move was an-
nounced early this summer as 
part of  the city’s broader strat-

egy to improve its housing of  
homeless people. Officials said 
it went smoothly because occu-
pants were well aware that the 
city was serious about clean-
ing up the site, the largest of  
about 40 known encampments 
around Santa Rosa. 

Officials have said they in-
tend to take a similar approach 
to other encampments, includ-
ing those under Highway 101 
downtown.  

Outreach workers visited 
the Homeless Hill property for 
weeks before the cleanup, of-
fering services and explaining 
that the fire danger created by 
an encampment in high weeds 
and brush and accumulation 
of  garbage couldn’t be ignored 
any longer. Neighbors, includ-
ing the Congregation Shomrei 

Growth in assessment to 
$85.5B produces about 
$1M in more revenue
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A worker from Catholic Charities looks for salvageable tools.

GOP bills that sought to shield drivers assailed

Republican lawmakers in six 
states have pushed this year for 
legal protections for motorists 
who hit protesters blocking traf-
fic. Fairly or not, they’re facing 
an intense backlash now that vi-

olent images of  a car ramming 
into a crowd protesting a white 
supremacist rally have been 
seen around the world.

The lawmakers say their goal 
has never been to incite vio-
lence, but to shield drivers from 
costly lawsuits for accidents 
they blame on illegal street 
protests. Bills in Texas and 
North Carolina to protect driv-
ers from civil liability if  they 
unintentionally injure or kill 
protesters remain pending, but 

their chances of  passage appear 
dim after Saturday’s attack in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, which 
killed a woman and injured at 
least 19 people. The four other 
bills were voted down or failed 
without advancing.

The bills are part of  a back-
lash to large, disruptive pro-
tests over the past year against 
police shootings of  black men, 
the Dakota Access pipeline and 
policies of  the Trump adminis-
tration. Some shut major free-

ways, angering motorists and 
drawing concern from public 
safety officials. Lawmakers re-
sponded with new laws across 
the country, passing a $200 fine 
in Tennessee for blocking emer-
gency vehicles, a South Dakota 
measure that criminalizes high-
way protests and tougher tres-
passing laws in North Dakota 
and Oklahoma.

The driver immunity propos-

Legislation created in 
backlash over protests 
suffering own backlash
By RYAN J. FOLEY
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump reverted Tuesday to 
blaming both sides for the deadly 
violence in Charlottesville, Virginia, 
and at one point questioned wheth-

er the movement to pull down Con-
federate statues would lead to the 
desecration of  memorials to George 
Washington.

Abandoning his precisely chosen 
and carefully delivered condem-
nations of  the Ku Klux Klan and 
neo-Nazis from a day earlier, the 
president furiously stuck by his in-
itial reaction to the unrest in Char-
lottesville. He drew the very moral 
equivalency for which a bipartisan 
chorus, and his own advisers, had 
already criticized him.

“I think there is blame 
on both sides,” the presi-
dent said in a combative 
exchange with reporters at 
Trump Tower in Manhattan. 
“You had a group on one side 
that was bad. You had a group on the 
other side that was also very violent. 
Nobody wants to say that. I’ll say it 
right now.”

Trump defended those gathered 
in a Charlottesville park to protest 
the removal of  a statue of  Robert E. 
Lee. “I’ve condemned neo-Nazis. I’ve 

condemned many different 
groups,” he said. “Not all of 
those people were neo-Nazis, 
believe me. Not all of  those 
people were white suprema-
cists by any stretch.”

He criticized “alt-left” groups that 
he claimed were “very, very vio-
lent” when they sought to confront 
the white nationalist and neo-Nazi 
groups that had gathered in Char-
lottesville.

Trump blames ‘both sides’
TESTY EXCHANGE » 
President equates alt-right 
with those protesting 
By MICHAEL D. SHEAR 
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Donald
Trump
President defends 
initial remarks on 
Charlottesville, 
white nationalists

ANALYSIS
Supremacists find 
validation 
in Trump’s  
comments / B1


