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INSIDE

Sonoma County waste offi-
cials voted Wednesday to be-
gin negotiations with a group 
seeking to build a $50 million 
composting facility southwest 
of  Santa Rosa, a decision hailed 

as an important step toward re-
storing the county’s ability to 
turn organic waste into a valu-
able commodity. 

The board of  the Sonoma 
County Waste Management 
Agency agreed to begin ex-
clusive negotiations with Re-
newable Sonoma, which plans 
an ambitious green-waste-to- 
energy plant north of, and inte-
grated with, the city’s Laguna 
Wastewater Treatment Plant on 
Llano Road. 

The company, which is owned 

by the same people who op-
erated Sonoma Compost atop 
the county landfill before it 
was shut down over wastewa-
ter violations, emerged as the 
front-runner after a competitive 
process that lasted a year and a 
half. 

While the company’s environ-
mental record made Santa Rosa 
City Councilman John Sawyer 
concerned about “moving for-
ward with a company that had 
some blemishes,” the majority 
of  board members expressed 

strong support for its bid. 
“What’s important to me is 

that we get to zero waste in Sono-
ma County,” Windsor Town 
Councilwoman Deb Fudge said 
as she stressed the importance 
of  returning composting to a 
county spending $5 million per 
year to haul it elsewhere. 

Renewable Sonoma earned 
praise from agency staff and 
others for its understanding 
of  the county’s compost needs, 
particularly the importance 
of  an educational campaign to 

keep people from throwing gar-
bage into green waste bins. 

Ron Bartholomew said he 
was impressed with how the 
company had multiple booths 
at the recent Gravenstein Apple 
Fair educating attendees and 
vendors about such issues, in-
cluding using compostable food 
containers. 

“I think what separates Re-
newable Sonoma from the other 
applicants is the commitment 

County to start compost negotiations
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Group hopes to build 
$50M waste facility 
southwest of Santa Rosa
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Vineyard workers kick off the 2018 wine grape harvest early Wednesday morning at the Kiser Vineyard just south of Sonoma before sending the 
grapes to be crushed for sparkling wine at Gloria Ferrer Caves and Vineyards. Wine from these grapes will hit store shelves in 2021.

Harvest underway at last

Harvest kicked off early 
Wednesday in Sonoma 
and Napa counties, 

where workers fanned out in 
the cool, pre-dawn darkness to 
begin retrieving the region’s 

prized grape crop and trans-
forming it into some of  the most 
coveted wines in the world.

The first grapes mark the 
beginning of  the busiest time of  
year in Wine Country. Workers 
will toil around the clock over 
the next 10 weeks to pick, crush 
and ferment the 2018 vintage, 

which took longer to ripen this 
summer compared to other 
recent crops, but is expected to 
be equally as bountiful.

Work crews were out around 
2 a.m. at the Kiser Vineyard 
just south of  Sonoma along 

Yields remain 
strong, despite 
later start than 
recent years

By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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SONOMA COUNTY » WINE GRAPES Coastal 
drilling 
bills face 
key test

The fate of  two bills consid-
ered the California coast’s best 
protection against the Trump 
administration’s new offshore 
oil-drilling plan is at stake in an 
obscure legislative process play-
ing out today at the Capitol.

“The stakes could not be 
higher,” said state Sen. Mike 
McGuire, a Healdsburg Dem-
ocrat who co-authored one of  
the nearly identical bills aimed 
at thwarting the sale of  new 
oil-drilling rights that could 
start as soon as next year.

McGuire’s bill and a match-
ing measure from the Assembly 
must win release from the Sen-
ate and Assembly appropria-
tions committees today in order 
to become law by the end of  the 
month.

The bills would prohibit the 
State Lands Commission from 
approving any new leases for 
oil facilities, such as pipelines, 
platforms or piers, in the 3-mile 
area off the coast controlled by 
the state.

Richard Charter of  Bodega 
Bay, a veteran offshore oil-drill-
ing opponent, said the bills “of-
fer the last and best protection” 
for the state’s coast, which is 
earmarked for energy develop-
ment in a Trump administra-
tion plan released in January.

“Without this protection, we 
could literally lose the whole 
California coast,” he said.

Interior Secretary Ryan Zin-
ke’s draft leasing plan — opposed 

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

OIL EXPLORATION » 
State legislation aims  
to thwart federal plan
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Scores of  firefighters from 
various California agencies 
and counties gave a solemn 
farewell Wednesday afternoon 
to a Utah firefighter who came 
to the North Coast to battle the 
massive Ranch fire and left in 
a flag-covered coffin aboard a 
C-130 airplane.

The firefighters, many of  

them with Cal Fire, stood at 
attention in a long, L-shaped 
formation on the tarmac of  Cal 
Fire’s air attack base near the 
Sonoma County Airport. The 
line of  firefighters ended at the 
back of  the C-130, where a black 
hearse carried the body of  Mat-
thew Burchett, 42, a battalion 
chief  with the Draper Fire De-
partment near Salt Lake City.

Among those attending the 
ceremony were Draper firefight-
ers, who came with Burchett 
earlier this month to battle a 
mammoth blaze that’s devoured 
315,225 acres since it started on BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

A Cal Fire honor guard carries the casket of Battalion Chief Matthew 
Burchett onto a plane Wednesday at the Sonoma County Airport.

By MARTIN ESPINOZA  
AND NASHELLY CHAVEZ 
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Ukiah-to-SR procession 
honors Utah battalion 
chief killed in Ranch fire
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